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TReport of |Ma\>orounb Commission 



FOR YEAR ENDING 
NOVEMBER 30, 1907 




Los Angeles, Dec. i, 1907. 
To the Honorable the City Council of the City 

of Los Angeles. 
Gentlemen : 

The public playgrounds during the past 
year have experienced a steady development. 
The continued interest of the general public, 
together with the aid of various city depart- 
ments, have made the work very encouraging, 
as the following detailed account will show. 

piapgtounO jQo* I. 

Location, Seventh Ward, running from 
r 7*> Violet Street through to Atlantic, cast of Ma- 
teo Street. Sice, 293 by 300 feet. Opened 
June io, 1905. 

During the year the children and young people have enjoyed 
to the utmost the games, sports, and gymnastic drill, and free 
play upon swings, see-saws, maypoles, and other apparatus, 
which this ground provides. The little folks have amused them- 
selves in the sand-boxes, playing with the large blocks, while 
the adults have found pleasure in watching all that was going 
on. Count being taken once during the day of those present, 
53,948 represents the attendance for one year. But this, of 
course, does not include all who come and go, or indicate actual 
number of visitors. 

Little gardens were again cultivated to the number of forty- 
eight, and the children proudly carried home their products of 
vegetables and flowers. A system of daily marking for care 
and neatness was instituted, and in June prizes were awarded 
to those whose gardens showed the most faithful and diligent 
attention. 
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The two small showers accommodated 1091 children with 
hot or cold baths. 

The large open-air gymnasium, measuring forty by sixty feet, 
with its roof to protect from sun or rain, was continually pop- 
ulous with boys. Here, besides the free play, Director McLellan 
conducted a class in regular gymnasium work. 

In the various field sports baseball and football led, as usual, 
and one football and three baseball teams were organized. Suits 
were secured for the first baseball team, and contributions for 
this purpose were received from Mr. C. C. Desmond, Dr. George 
L. Cole and Miss B. D. Stoddart. Seventy match games of 
baseball were played upon the home field, or were participated 
in by Playground No. 1 teams upon outside grounds. Five 
match games of football were played upon the home field. 

The grounds are open on school days from two o'clock until 
dark. They are also kept open at the noon hour for the benefit 
of the 800 children of the Seventh Street School, where the 
facilities for play are poor. They are open all day on Satur- 
days, holidays and during vacation time. On Sunday after- 
noons they serve as a park for the neighborhood, but ball games 
and gymnasium work are not carried on. 

The Kindergarten of the near-by school has also spent many 
mornings in full possession of the playground. 

This year interest in girls' games and athletics was greatly 
stimulated by the creation of the position of Assistant. A 
woman was appointed to take charge of girls' work, dividing 
her time between Playgrounds No. 1 and No. 2. During the 
summer Miss L. M. Corella supervised the play. One of the 
chief features at both playgrounds was the organization of 
basketball teams. And an interesting outgrowth of this was 
instruction in sewing, the girls bringing to the grounds material 
for their suits, and being taught how to make them. Miss Edna 
Best is now in charge, and the work is continuing to develop. 
The care of the little children, the leadership of older girls in 
their games, athletics and gymnasium work, demand that each 
ground have a woman assistant. 

The girls' ground is in receipt of basketball goals, the gift of 
Mrs. Harriet Taylor. 

The position of Janitor was created in October. One of the 
playground boys serves by the hour in this capacity, caring for 
grounds and club house. 
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The location of the Superintendent's home upon this play- 
ground has proven of great value in making the place a real 
center of neighborhood activity. It is hoped that in time each 
playground may have a resident Director. 

The Water Department has kindly improved the system of 
water pipes which it originally furnished, replacing the J^-inch 
pipe with ij4-inch, thus making it possible to keep the grounds 
well sprinkled. 

The Board of Public Works, also, has aided in eliminating 
dust by oiling the adjacent streets and alleys. 

CELEBRATIONS DURING THE YEAR. 

Christmas. On December 29th, Christ Church Sunday 
School entertained about 500 children at the playground. A 
beautiful Christmas-tree was placed outdoors, around which the 
children's choir sang carols. Mr. Baker P. Lee gave an in- 
teresting talk to the young people, after which gifts and candy 
were distributed. The candy was kindly furnished by Bishop & 
Company, and Kahn-Beck Company, while Hamburger & Sons 
provided a share of the toys. 

Circus Day. On April 10th the Los Angeles Examiner gave 
a children's day at Sells-Floto Circus. About 300 children and 
50 adults from the playground neighborhood enjoyed this treat. 
Mr. Howard E. Huntington kindly furnished four special cars 
for transportation. 

Opening of Field House. On April 13th the new recreation 
building was formally opened. As public library work was to 
be one of its chief activities, Dr. Jones, of the Library Staff, 
and Mr. Giffen, of the Library Board, made the addresses of 
the day. The pretty bungalow had been decorated by the boys 
with wild poppies. Tea was served, and the building was in- 
spected by the visitors. 

Fourth of July. Park Commissioner Humphreys and Coun- 
cilman Healy, of the Fourth of July Committee, arranged a 
band concert for this occasion, together with a patriotic address 
by Mr. E. J. Harper. The same gentlemen, also, personally 
provided, at their own expense, a treat of ice-lemonade for the 
500 children present. An interesting exhibition by the Poly- 
technic Gymnasium Club, led by Mr. O. S. Lowsley, added 
to the pleasure of the occasion. 
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Annual Inter-Playground Track-Meet. On September 
14th, to mark the close of the Vacation Playgrounds, teams 
from Playgrounds No. 1 and No. 2, and from New Macy and 
Utah Vacation Playgrounds, held an interesting contest, for 
which they had been training during the summer. The Los 
Angeles Times had generously offered a handsome silver cup 
for the championship, and this highly-prized trophy was won 
by the Utah team. For various events of the contest beau- 
tiful cups were generously given by Luckenbach & Company, 
Brock & Feagans, and E. Gerson. Dyas-Cline Company gave 
a pennant to the girls of Playground No. 2, the winners in a 
girls' basketball contest, which closed a series of games between 
Playgrounds No. 1 and No. 2. 

Individual prizes for girls' events were given by J. W. Robin- 
son Company, Ville de Paris and Hamburger & Sons. Mr. 
Scarborough made the address of the day, presenting the tro- 
phies and prizes. 

VISITING NURSE'S HEADQUARTERS. 

Adjoining the Superintendent's bungalow is the station of 
one of the city visiting nurses, working under the auspices of 
the College Settlement, and in close connection with the City 
Health Department. Besides the district work, this nurse has 
charge of the school nurse work of the Seventh Street School. 

The centralization of civic work, resulting from placing this 
station in the playground, has from the first proved valuable 




Girls' Basketball Contest, Inter-riayground Track-Meet 
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to the two departments, and to the community. This plan of 
centralization will be carried out in the new recreation build- 
ing of the Eighth Ward, where excellent accommodations will 
be prepared for the city visiting nurse of that district. 

For detailed account of nurse's ivork, see "Annual Report of 
risiting Nurses Under the Los Angeles Settlement Association" 
filed with City Council. 

CLUB HOUSE. 

The building for indoor recreation was finished this year. It 
is an artistic bungalow, the main room of which is about 25x36 
feet, with one end elevated as a stage. A large open fireplace, 
many windows and electric lights, together with chairs and 
tables for grown people and children, make this a pleasant place 
for meeting. A small club room, a dressing-room, a kitchen 
and a storeroom complete the house. 

A number of friends have aided in furnishing this little 
center. Mr. J. T. Fitzgerald generously donated a piano; Mrs. 
J. D. Hooker gave eight beautiful pictures; Mrs. Lynn Helm, 
a Russian brass; Mrs. Harriet F. Wright, an Indian basket; 
Mrs. J. F. Williams, books, and Mrs. Rodman, vases. During 
the summer the house also had the loan of one of the school 
art cabinets, containing three beautiful pictures. 

Library work, in its various branches, constitutes an im- 
portant function of the Club House. 

Other interesting and useful works are a course of stereopticon 
lectures, concerts and dramatic entertainments given on Friday 
evenings during the winter months. Miss Edna Best has this 
in charge. Volunteer service is rendered by professors from 
various schools and colleges, by musicians and leaders in dra- 
matic schools, thus making this public course very interesting 
and instructive. 

A gymnastic club for boys, led by Director McLellan, and 
the Young Stanford Club, led by Superintendent Raitt, hold 
weekly evening meetings. Miss Best is also forming an after- 
noon club for young, girls, and an evening club for older 
working girls. 

Groups from the neighborhood, or classes from the near-by 
public school, are welcome to use the house, and a number of 
pleasant social gatherings have already taken place. 
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PLAYGROIWD LIBRARY. 



The work which the Public Library began in the summer of 
1906, continued out-of-doors two afternoons a week throughout 
the winter, but when the Club House was opened it found accom- 
modation there. Miss Maud Whitlock, a trained kindergartner 
and college graduate, is the Playground Librarian, and is de- 
veloping a very fine department. Miss Whitlock's report to the 
Public Library is, in part, as follows : 

"We have 18'» books from the City Library, and about 800 discards. 
The city books are circulated only among those having regular city 
cards. For the discards we issue a playground library card. We have 
issued 551 of these cards 

The circulation so far has depended mostly upon the children and 
young people who frequent the playground, and under ordinary condi- 
tions is from 30 to 65 books during the- afternoon. 

The Story Hour has been from the first a source of great interest, 
and has created a demand for books which otherwise would not have 
been read. But during the past few months the time has been so taken 
up at the desk that the stories have been almost entirely discontinued. 




Library Afternoon 
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We have from 30 to 85 children in our atory groups and hope, 
with the aid of volunteer assistants, to take up the work again during 
the winter. 

Our regular days are Monday and Wednesday afternoons, frm 2 to 5. 
Since August we have added Monday evenings from 5:30 to 9, excluding 
all under 14 years of age. 

An informal At Home was given in September, to make known to 
the neighborhood the new library hours and other evening work of the 
playground. More than 300 people were present, and many who could 
not get into the building were obliged to listen to the program through 
the windows. 

A present of $25.00 was given by a friend of the library, with which 
we have subscribed to eight magazines and bought some books suitable 
for the older boys. We have also purchased a fine set of stone building 
blocks with books of architectural designs, for use on Monday evenings. 

About 50 books in good condition have also been given to the Play- 
ground Library during the year 

During the winter Miss Kate Page gave her Monday afternoons to 
the library, assisting the children at the shelves. 

Miss Ethel Amos gave both Monday and Wednesday afternoons all 
summer, assisting at the shelves and during the story hour. Miss Cassie 
Amsbury is assisting Monday evenings, when several of the more quiet 
and intellectual games are provided in a room apart for those who do 
not wish to read the entire evening. 

Miss Susan Carpenter is now assisting at the shelves Monday after- 
noons. 

Miss Belle Parsons has been very successfully directing a club of 
boys from 8 to 13 years of age called 4 * King Arthur's Knights,' ' organ- 
ized for the study of Knights and Chivalry. There are 34 members. 
They have regular readings from the best books on the subject, and 
from the study of legends and pictures have made arms and armor and 
spend a part of each meeting in outdoor practice of knightly games. A 




grand tournament will be given in December, after which the club will 
take up the reading of Greek hero tales and their dramatization. 

The girl's scrap-book club has been cutting and pasting magazine 
pictures into books made by themselves. They have made twenty-five. 

It has been the aim to teach respect for books and the proper care 
of them, to uphold the dignity of the library, and to inculcate feelings 
of civic pride and responsibility in all who come in contact with the 
library. ' ' 




"King Arthur's Knights'' courtesy or tim» 
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piapgrount) f3o, 2. 

Location, Second Ward, part of southerly extension of Echo 
Park from Bellevue Avenue to Temple Street, Area of play- 
ground proper, about four acres. Granted by Park Commission 
May 12, 1905. 

On the afternoon of May 18th hundreds of people attended 
the opening of this ground, the children thronging around 
swings, maypoles and see-saws for their first play. Addresses 
were made by Mr. Baker P. Lee and Mayor Harper. An 
athletic program, consisting of pyramid work by the Polytechnic 
Gymnasium Club, exhibition tennis games by the students of 
the University of Southern California, and basketball contest 
by girls' teams from the public schools, was presented. 

This playground has proven exceedingly popular, and since 
its opening there have been 32,160 visitors (count being taken 
once a day of those present.) Led by Director Oliver F. Best, 
the boys have had a profitable summer in athletic work. Twenty- 
six match games of baseball, and thirteen match games of foot- 
ball were played here, or w r ere participated in by Playground 
No. 2 teams upon other grounds. Training for the Annual 
Track-Meet was one of the leading activities. The girls under 
their leader have enjoyed basketball, tennis, croquet and the 
play apparatus. They were also instructed in the making of 
their suits. 




Opening Day Playground No. 2. Echo Park 
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The privilege of hot and cold showers has been eagerly sought, 
the baths having numbered 1672. 

Two small houses, containing the showers, dressing-rooms 
and storerooms, were built last year. 

Grounds and houses are kept in order by one of the play- 
ground boys, who is employed by the hour as Janitor. 

During the spring the chain-gang performed valuable service 
in filling and grading the playground. 

A gift of 120 cubic yards of gravel from Mr. E. P. Clark, 
of the Los Angeles-Pacific Railway, greatly facilitated the 
preparation of the ground. Mr. Clark has also arranged to 
furnish such other gravel, as may be needed, at a very low rate. 

The Home Telephone Company has kindly promised to give 
telephone service at an early date. 

Mr. Andrew M. Starr, maker of box swings, has donated one 
of these to the grounds. 

The celebration of July Fourth, arranged by Mr. Humphreys 
and Mr. Healy, of the Fourth of July Committee, included a 
band concert, and patriotic addresses by Judge Wilbur, Council- 
man Clampitt and Mr. Scarborough. A flagpole had been 
erected to display the American flag. A program of gymnastic 
work was provided by the Polytechnic Gymnasium Club. 

The equipment of Playground No. 2 will be completed at an 
early date. A vine-covered fence will separate the playground 
proper from a border of parking which the Park Department 
will soon plant. Trees and vines will also be planted in the 
playground, and cement steps will lead up the terraces. Plans 
for a modern outdoor gymnasium, similar to the one at Play- 
ground No. 1, are being drawn by Superintendent Raitt. The 
building of a club house is also contemplated, similar in accom- 
modations to the one at Playground No. 1, but twice its size. 
A beautiful site overlooking Echo Park Lake has been selected 
for the structure, and this center for indoor recreation will prove 
one of the most useful and attractive features of the playground. 
When all contemplated work shall have been finished, Play- 
ground No. 2 will be a beautiful, well-equipped place of re- 
creation. 
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piapgrounD jQo* 3* 

Location, Eighth Ward, corner of St. John and Holly Streets. 
Size, 200x120 feet. 

The second and last payments on the purchase of the land 
were made during the year, making the total paid $8943.90. 

This site lies in the midst of factory and railroad industries, 
and was purchased with the idea of building thereon a sub- 
stantial indoor recreation center, similar to those in many East- 
ern cities. Plans for such a building are now under way by 
the architectural firm of Hunt, Eager & Burns. While both 
sexes and all ages will enjoy the privileges of this center, it is 
intended particularly to serve as an evening resort for the many 
hundreds of youths and young men who live in the boarding- 
houses and lodging-houses of the vicinity. 

The chief feature will be a well equipped gymnasium, measur- 
ing 44x80 feet, and two stories in height. A running track 
will form a gallery. The gymnasium may be used as an audi- 
torium, as it will have at one end a stage 19x25 feet. This 
stage can be shut off and used as a club room. On one side 
of the stage will be a kitchen, on the other side, a library, each 
of which can be used as a dressing room. In a mezzanine floor 
are a workshop and the physical director's room, the latter fitted 
with appliances for measuring gymnasium pupils. On the floor 
above is a neat little five-room apartment, the home of the 
director. Above this is a pleasant roofgarden for public use. 
In the basement, which is but a few steps below street-level, 
there will be a system of hot and cold showers, another very 
important feature of the center. Besides the necessary store- 
room and furnace room, there will be two bowling alleys, a club 
room, and headquarters for the city visiting nurse. The build- 
ing will be of brick and plaster, and of Spanish architecture. It 
will cost probably $30,000. A part of this sum, it is anticipated, 
will come from private sources. For the future a greater plan is 
contemplated, and when adopted, this building will form but 
one wing of a larger structure, which will surround a court on 
three sides. The two new sections will be devoted principally 
to a larger bath system, and to a modern plunge of ample pro- 
portions. When complete, the first Municipal Recreation Center 
of Los Angeles will take its place for usefulness and beauty 
with many centers in Eastern cities. 
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Plapgrount) jQo* 4* 

Location, Second Ward, Solano Avenue. Area, about three- 
fifths of an acre. City land, dedicated by Council for playground 
purposes November 12, 1906. 

On May 14th this ground was formally opened, the program 
consisting of an address by Mr. Parmentier, followed by contests 
at basketball and handball by teams from the public schools. 

In preparing the ground, the chain-gang had the difficult 
task of grading and terracing. 

The Water Department very kindly laid the piping, using the 
displaced 24 -inch pipe taken from Playground No. 1. 

The ground is simply equipped for basketball, handball and 
croquet. Preparations are being made, however, to add tennis, 
tetherball and other games. 

Since its opening, the ground has been used by the neighbor- 
hood, and by the school opposite, without the oversight of a 
Director. The position of Director, however, has been created, 
and a man will at once take charge each afternoon after school, 
and all day Saturdays, and will organize regular playground 
work. 

Plapgrount) jQo* 5« 

Location, Ninth Ward, adjoining Hazard Reservoir Site. 

Owing to the hilliness of the six acres of public land set aside 
last year for this playground, another section was substituted. 
By Ordinance No. 15,220 (New Series), August 20th, the City 
Council set aside for park purposes the entire tract of city land, 
comprising some forty acres. The section that will constitute 
the playground consists of fifteen almost level acres, lying along 
the Pasadena electric railway. About two acres adjoining this 
will be used at once as a school site. The remainder of the land 
will constitute the park proper. 

Mr. Charles Mulford Robinson, who has lately submitted a 
plan for beautifying our city, has advised concerning the laying 
out of the entire tract, and of the two acres of the Water De- 
partment. The Mayor, several Councilmen, and representatives 
from the various city departments interested, accompanied htm 
to the site. The location commands magnificent views, and, pre- 
senting the ideal conjunction of school, park and playground, 
this tract will become one of the most attractive centers of the city. 
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It is anticipated that grading and the planting of trees will 
be commenced in the near future. 

Residents of the neighborhood have become interested in the 
plan of having a playground, and are raising a fund to aid in 
its equipment. 

PiapgrounD ji3o* 6* 

Location, First Ward, south of Dozvney Avenue, and east .of 
Salt Lake Railroad. Area, about six and a quarter acres. 

This piece of city land was given for playground use (subject 
to withdrawal) by Ordinance No. 14,519 (New Series), April 
6th, 1907. A playground is urgently needed in this part of the 
city, and it is hoped that in time this may be a center as well 
equipped as Playground No. 1, or No. 2. Its size will allow for 
ample ball field, running-track, and all outdoor games requiring 
space. 

The chain-gang performed valuable service in clearing the 
ground of accumulated rubbish. As soon as the proper soil can 
be secured to mix with the sandy foundation of this ground, an 
excellent ball field will be ready for use, after which other im- 
provements will follow. 

Vacation piapgrounD0* 

Castelar Street School. Sew Macy Street School. 

Utah Street School. 
The grounds of these three schools were 
equipped with play apparatus in the summer 
of 1906, and during vacation were conducted 
as Vacation Playgrounds. Apparatus was 
allowed to remain during the school year, 
when the School Department engaged its own 
teachers to take charge of the work. 

From July 8th to September 14th, of this 
year, the Playground Department again con- 
ducted the grounds. Baseball, handball, 
basketball, croquet, quoits and field sports, 
together with play upon swings, chutes, see- 
saws and ladders, were the principal attrac- 
tions. The grounds were open six days a 
week from nine to twelve, from two to five- 
thirty, and from six till dark, the last period being for the 
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benefit of the working boys and girls. A man led the work at 
each playground. Upon the creation of the position of a fourth 
Vacation Attendant, a woman was employed to take charge of 
the girls' work at the three grounds, dividing her time among 
them. Miss Grace Gilbert successfully filled the position, car- 
ing for the little children and leading the older ones in games 
and athletics. Sewing was also taught to groups of little girls. 

As mentioned before, teams of boys and girls trained for 
the Inter-Playground Track-Meet, which marked the close of 
vacation. 

This summer the library work was omitted, but it is hoped 
that next summer the Public Library will again be able to pro- 
vide that attractive feature. 

The three school baths were kept open, and 1846 showers 
were given. The boys' baths were in charge of men attendants ; 
the girls' baths in charge of the school and district nurses. 

The apparatus, with the addition of a maypole on each ground, 
has again been left for the use of the schools, and the School 
Department, with its men in charge, will conduct the play- 
grounds during the school year. 

Plans are in progress to equip at an early date a fourth 
ground, that of the Fourteenth Street School. The children, 
teachers and Child Study Circle of that school by a special enter- 
tainment raised the sum of $100, which they have offered to the 
Playground Department towards an equipment fund. With the 
consent of the School Department, several hundred dollars will 
be added to this, and apparatus will be installed. As the ground 
is large and situated in a thickly populated district, it is believed 
that it will prove serviceable both as school playground, and, 
during summer, as a Vacation Playground. 



A promise of a subscription of $400 to the general fund has 
been received from Messrs. Hunt, Eager & Burns. 

A very great aid to the work has been the recent trip of 
Superintendent Raitt. By consent of the City Council, the Com- 
mission sent him to visit the playgrounds of Eastern cities and 
to attend, in Chicago, the first Convention of the Playground 
Association of America. Starting on May 21st, Mr. Raitt was 
gone a little more than six weeks. In that time he studied the 
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playgrounds of St. Louis, Washington, New York, Boston, 
Cleveland, Denver and Chicago. Many photographs were taken, 
and notes were kept, not only concerning playground work 
proper, but concerning the public baths and gymnasiums. Re- 
creational work in the large settlements was also observed. Of 
greatest value was the study of equipment and of methods of 
management in the great Public Baths of New York, the Ward 
Gymnasiums of Boston, and the magnificent and comprehensive 
Recreation Centers of Chicago. 

By reason of the Superintendent's ability to plan and erect 
apparatus, the Playground Department in the past has been 
able to save much expense. The knowledge recently gained is 
proving of great advantage in further equipment of playgrounds, 
and particularly in planning the new Municipal Recreation Center 
of the Eighth Ward. 

A request was received from the Playground Department of 
the Jamestown Exposition for a Los Angeles exhibit, and a 
number of enlarged photographs and over 500 printed reports 
were sent. 

Statistics were gathered by the Secretary in the spring, show- 
ing the tremendous growth of playground work throughout the 
United States during the last few years. The most remarkable 
development was found to be in New Yorjc and Chicago. In eight 
years New York had expended upon playgrounds $15,000,000, 
eight of her playgrounds having cost over $1,000,000 each; 
while in three years Chicago had expended $11,000,000. In 
New York land values had made necessary such enormous ex- 
penditures, while in Chicago the splendid equipment had been a 
great factor. 

The beginning that Los Angeles has made in playground 
work has received much favorable comment, and reports are 
frequently called for from various parts of the United States. 

Many communities in California have become interested in 
our progress, and some have started similar movements. 
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In Los Angeles the interest of the general public is constantly 
increasing, and many sections of the city are desirous of obtain- 
ing playgrounds. The President and Secretary have been called 
upon to address a large number of club meetings and conventions 
concerning the local work. 

This fiscal year's generous appropriation of $40,000 is mak- 
ing it possible to place the work upon a larger scale, and it is 
believed that the foundation of a splendid system of playgrounds 
and recreation centers for the city of the future is now being 
laid. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bessie D. Stoddart, 

Secretary. 
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WHAT IS SAID CONCERNING PLAYGROUNDS 



THEODOBE BOOSEVELT 

(Honorary President Playground Association of America) 

"Play at present is about the only method of physical development 
for city children, and we must provide facilities for it if we would have 
the children strong and law-abiding 

"City streets are unsatisfactory playgrounds for children because of 
the danger, because most good games are against the law, because they 
are too hot in summer, and because in crowded sections of the city they 
are apt to be schools of crime. Neither do small back yards nor orna- 
mental grass plots meet the needs of any but the very small children. 
Older children who would play vigorous games must have places espe- 
cially set aside for them; and, since play is a fundamental need, play- 
grounds should be provided for every child as much as schools. This 
means that they must be distributed over the cities in such a way as 
to be within walking distance of every boy and girl, as most children 
cannot afford to pay car fare. 

"In view of these facts, cities should secure available spaces at once, 
so that they may not need to demolish blocks of buildings in order to 
make playgrounds, as New York has had to do at a cost of nearly 
$1,000,000 an acre. 

"Neither must any city believe that simply to furnish open spaces 
will secure the best results. There must be supervision of these play- 
grounds, otherwise the older and stronger children occupy them to the 
exclusion of the younger and weaker ones; they are so noisy that people 
living in the neighborhood are annoyed; they are apt to get into the 
possession of gangs and become the rendezvous of the most undesirable 
elements of the population; the exercise and play is less systematic and 
vigorous when without supervision; and, moreover, in all cities where 
the experiment has been tried, it has been found that such playgrounds 
are not well attended." 



"A fundamental condition for the permanent development of a free 
people is that they shall in childhood learn to govern themselves. Self- 
government is to be learned as an experience, rather than taught as a 
theory. Hence in a permanent democracy adequate playgrounds for all 
the children are a necessity. " 



"Our modern life is making more of the intervals, and with the 
shortening of the hours of labor, they will fill a still larger place. It 
is in the intervals that we play, and if we play well, the intervals will 
count for life and not for death. . . . Play counts for morals; for 
it is in our play that we choose things according to our character, and 
by choosing we make our character." 



LUTHER HALSEY GULICK, M. D. 

(President Playground Association of America) 



ELMER ELLSWORTH BROWN 

(United States Commissioner of Education) 
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"Nothing will take the place of a playground near at hand to which 
the children can run on short notice, and from which they can quickly 
return, so the playground becomes an integral part of the daily life. 
It would be difficult to find any point at which, in our large cities, a 
dollar will go further in the making of those things for which the 
city exists than in the provision and maintenance of playgrounds — 
with incalculable advantage to public health, public morals, and the 
general efficiency of our people. ' ' 

JOSEPH LEE 

(Third Vice-President Playground Association of America) 
"Why have playgrounds f Whyt Why does a flower need the light t 
The child needs a playground because his growth is through activity, 
through those specific forms of activity which his nature has prescribed, 
and because, accordingly, he will never grow up — or he will grow up 
stunted and perverted — if he is denied those opportunities and objects 
to which his vital, instinctive and formative activities relate.' ' 

"The thing that most needs to be understood about play is that it 
is not a luxury, but a necessity. It is not simply something that a 
child likes to have; it is something that he must have if he is ever 
to grow up. It is more than an essential part of his education; it is 
an essential part of the law of his growth, of the process by which he 
becomes a man at all." 

REV. JOSIAH STRONG, D. D. 

"The impulse to play is as natural and normal as the inclination to 
sleep or the desire to eat; and, when we learn its meaning, we see 
that it is not simply a permissible thing, but a divinely ordered thing. 
In God's kindergarten, as in man's, play is the medium of education. 
Without it the child cannot be normally developed. With every power 
of body and mind, use is the inexorable condition of growth. Nothing 
is more characteristic of a healthy child than unceasing activity; and 
to insure this sustained activity nature gives him the impulse to play. 
A healthy boy will work at play twice as hard as he will work at 
work or at study; because he is twice as much interested in play as 
in work or study, and it is perfectly natural and right that he 
should" be. 

"A little five-year-old invalid of the tenement said: 'I don't want 
to get dead and be an angel, — I want to play first.' If God gives 
the instinct, man ought to provide the playground. It is stated that 
in every neighborhood where a playground has been opened juvenile 
misdemeanors have decreased." 

DR. NEWELL D WIGHT TTTT.T.T8 

"One thing, therefore, is vital — the playground. Given a dozen 
blocks of houses and stores, there should be one block, not for a park, 
but for play. A schoolhouse for the mind with no playground for the 
body, is a form of folly. Mental development is an after-glow of 
muscular and nerve tissue that have already unfolded. Athens had a 

28 



Digitized by Google 



law that reserved certain blocks for playgrounds, running -tracks and 
swimming pools. Athens and Borne had their intellectual supremacy 
because they built a perfect body for boys and girls, knowing that a 
healthy mind would inevitably follow. As a matter of fact, the Greeks 
pursued genius by making the central building the gymnasium, while 
we make the central building the schoolhouse for the intellect. Both 
views represent a perilous extreme. 

"The long-cherished idea of suppression of all that is muscular is 
false and dead. No brain can work properly without the nourishment 
of strong blood. No virile thoughts can emanate from the brain fed by 
organs neglected through life. A well-fed body, a body with muscles 
and organs, well-trained, will furnish a mind with strength, purity and 
nobility. It is a child's right to have ambition to be a leader, and we 
do not accord him his privilege if we withhold the opportunity to build 
a body that will make his brain powerful and creative." 



"Of all methods for serving those, the condition of whose lives are 
narrow and hard, I know of none more important than the creation, in 
great aggregations of population, of breathing spaces." 

JANE ADDAM8, Hull House, Chicago 

(Second Vice-President Playground Association of America) 
"We have no sense of responsibility in regard to the pleasures of 
young people and continually forget that amusement is stronger than 
vice, and that it alone can stifle the lust for it. We see all about us 
much vice which is merely a love for pleasure 'gone wrong,' the 
illicit expression of what might have been not only normal and recreative 
pleasure, but an instrument in the advance of higher social morality. 
We cannot imagine a young athlete who is rushing to join his baseball 
team, willing to stop long enough in a saloon that he may taste the 
full variety of drinks in order to detect the one that is 'doctored,' 
although this is a common source of excitement now. We cannot 
imagine a boy who by walking three blocks can secure for himself the 
delicious sensation to be found in a swimming pool, preferring to play 
eraps in a foul and* stuffy alley, even with the unnatural excitement 
which gambling offers. . . . The wonder is that human nature 
exhibits so little unnatural vice and petty crime. The restless, bound- 
ing boy on the one hand, and the young people whose love of pleasure 
is continually starved, are the only ones who persistently refuse to con- 
form to the conditions of modern city life, and it is largely through 
our efforts to minimize the dangers for them and to give some reasonable 
outlet for their insatiable love of amusement and diversion, that we 
are at last approaching the subject of public recreation in its relation 
to social morality. Those few cities in the United States which spend 
more money for juvenile reform than for public education are deservedly 
held in disrepute, and yet every city in the United States spends a 
hundred-fold more money for juvenile reform than is spent in providing 
means for public recreation, and none of us, as yet ( sees the folly 
and shame of such a procedure." 



BT. BEV. HENBY C. POTTEB, DJ>. 
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Los Angeles, Dec. i, 1908. 



To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles. 



gratulated as the first city west of Chicago to open such a Center, 
although there is a growing movement in the larger cities of 
the United States to provide these places for public recreation 
for citizens of all ages. Great improvements have been made 
at the Echo Park Playground, as the detailed report will show. 
A seventh permanent playground has been added through the 
kind co-operation of the City Water Department. Also a fourth 
Vacation Playground has been equipped. The allowance of 
$40,000 for last fiscal year, and of $40,000 again for the present 
fiscal year, has made possible the steady development which 
may be noted in the following detailed reports. 




The past year has marked the 
greatest growth in the play- 
ground work since its beginning, 
a little over four years ago. 
First in importance has been the 
erection and equipment of the 
Municipal Recreation Center, an 
institution following the splen- 
did achievements of eastern 
cities. Los Angeles is to be con- 



Gkxtlemen : 
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Violet Street piapgrounD 

(Playground No. i.) 

Location, Seventh Ward, running from Violet Street through 
to Atlantic, east of Mateo Street. She, 293 by 300 feet. Opened 
June 10, 1905. 

The work of this ground has been along the same general 
lines as that of last year. The attendance, however, has increased 
by over 20,000, and this in spite of a quarantine which kept the 
grounds closed for some time last winter. Counting but once 
a day those on the grounds, 43,874 boys and 30,927 girls have 
been visitors during the year. 

Baseball, basket ball, handball, open-air gymnasium, field 
sports, swings, teeters, maypoles, croquet, sand-boxes, gardens, 
and the various minor attractions, have maintained their steady 
hold upon the children. New attractions have been added in a 
tennis court and volley ball court, and in modern iron pipe swings 
with ball-bearing attachments, which have replaced the worn- 
out wooden swings. 

The two showers have been used by 900 boys and 252 girls. 

The boys have had their usual teams organized under their 
Director. The girls, too, have had teams in basket ball, volley 
ball and indoor baseball. 

Training for the Inter-Playground Track-Meet was a great 
feature of the summer season. 

Since July the girls have had the advantage of a leader 
who devotes all of her time to this ground, instead of dividing 
between this and Echo Park Playground, as was formerly the 
case. The Assistant Director, Miss C. Pearl Humphrey, in 
charge of this work, looks out for the general welfare of the 
girls, organizes and coaches their teams, teaches gymnastic 
drills and folk dances, leads the little children in round games, 
and sees to the comfort of the babies amusing themselves with 
sandpile and blocks. She has general care also of the children's 
gardens. In the Club House she leads girls' activities, and super- 
vises the weekly lecture course. 
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The Kindergarten of the Seventh Street School has enjoyed 
twenty-three visits to the playground. The children of the Boyle 
Heights Orphanage have spent three happy afternoons here. 

The grounds and Club House are cared for by a janitor, 
one of the playground boys being employed for this work. 

One of the great features of this ground is that the Super- 
intendent and his family make it their home, living in a pretty 
little bungalow that is part of the general equipment. This 
residence feature rounds out the influence of the Playground 
as a neighborhood center. It is the aim of the Department to 
have all of its grounds equipped in time so that the Directors 
may be resident. 

This ground and the Echo Park Playground as well are 
open as follows: All day during vacations, on most holidays, 
and on Saturdays; from two o'clock until dark on school days 
(the Violet Street is also open for the children of the Seventh 
Street School at noon recess) ; and on Sunday afternoons as a 
park, without privilege of match games or regular work of any 
kind. 

GARDENS. 

A little over a year ago the children who enjoyed gardening 
were banded into the so-called "Park Department" of the Play- 
ground, with Mrs. Andrew Glassell, and Miss Andretta Glassell 
as volunteer leaders. Twenty-five girls and boys (the large ma- 
jority girls) undertook the care of the trees, vines and flowers 
of the playground, dividing themselves into small companies 
with captains. 

These children and twenty more also cultivated individual 
vegetable gardens. By a system of marking, the children re- 
ceived points for watering, weeding, regularity in attention, and 
care of tools, and on June ist prizes were awarded the two 
who had earned the best record. All, however, had the pleasure 
of carrying home the precious harvests of lettuce, radishes, 
carrots, etc. The forty-five gardeners were also divided into two 
sections, each section competing for the greatest number of 
points. On June ist the losers gave the winners a party. 

The work has continued along these lines during the summer 
and fall, and prizes have again been awarded the most vigilant. It 
is to be regretted that not all who wish gardens can be accom- 
modated. 
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CELEBRATIONS. 



Christmas. — Owing to quarantine, there could be no gathering 
at the grounds. Candy, toys and provisions, however, were 
distributed in the neighborhood, these being gifts of the children 
of Christ Church Sunday School, and of friends interested in 
the work. 

Arbor Day, March 6th. — Over iooo children and adults were 
present to witness the planting of sycamore trees by children 
of the "Park Department," and to hear an address appropriate 
to the day. These ceremonies were followed by a picturesque 
tournament of games given by "King Arthur's Knights" in re- 
galia of their own making. 

Fourth of July. — Races were held, for which prizes were given ; 
lemonade was served to all from a decorated booth, and a band 
concert was given, making the day a very memorable one. In 
the evening a beautiful display of fireworks took place, which 
scores of neighboring families came to enjoy. 




BOYS' GAME -VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 
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DISTRICT NURSE. 



The District Nurse, with the Playground as headquarters, 
makes her daily tour throughout a large area. She averages 
sixteen visits a day in the homes where needed, and her work 
extends from the Seventh Ward into the Sixth and Ninth Wards. 
Thirteen nationalities are upon her list, although the greatest 
number of cases come from American homes. The nearby 
Seventh Street School, with 700 children enrolled, receives her 
regular care. 

The supply-room of the nurse, located upon the Playground, 
serves twice a week as a medical dispensary. Two volunteer 
physicians, working each one hour a week with the nurse, have 
treated 519 cases, while the nurse has given first-aid treatment 
to 350 other cases. 

The nurse is one of three whose work is conducted by the 
College Settlement under the superintendency of Mrs. Nathan 
Weston. The work is supported by the city. 

For detailed account, see "Eleventh Annual Report of District 
Nursing under the College Settlement," filed with City Council. 
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LIBRARY. 



Playground Station No. i, a branch of the Public Library, 
has continued its work two afternoons and one evening a week 
in the Club House. For the first six months, Miss Maud 
Whitlock remained in charge. Splendid assistance was ren- 
dered by Miss Minnie Wood, Miss Fanny Rowan and Miss Susan 
Carpenter, volunteer helpers. Interesting club work was also 
carried on by volunteers. Miss Mary Dickinson conducted the 
"Girls' Scrap-book Club." which made scrap-books for home 
use and for the Children's Hospital, and at the end of the sea- 
son gave the play, "The Birds' Christmas Carol." Miss Cassie 
Amsbury had charge of quiet games in the evening sessions. 
Miss Belle Parsons continued the "King Arthur's Knights," a 
boys' club devoted to reading works of chivalry, to making para- 
phernalia of knights, and to playing knightly games. 

Upon taking up other work, Miss Whitlock found it necessary 
to resign, and during the summer Miss Dora Chelgrene had 
charge. Miss Jennie L. Dick is now Librarian. She is reor- 
ganizing "King Arthur's Knights" under Mrs. J. R. Pinkham, 
and the "Girls' Scrap-book Club" under Mrs. Thomas L. Clay. 
Miss Eleanor Hitt is giving service with a Story Hour. , 

The circulation of books ranges at present from 30 to 50. 
There are 165 Public Library and gift books, and 600 discards 
from Public Library, also four monthly magazines and one 
children's weekly subscribed for. Daily newspapers are also 
provided. 

OTHER CLUB HOUSE ACTIVITIES. 

The Club House is often the scene of afternoon games and 
drills, especially in rainy weather. 

A girls' "Dramatic and Athletic Club" meets one afternoon 
a week, and the "Girls' Social Club" one evening. The latter 
engages in physical training, folk dancing and elocution, and 
is now preparing to give the Christmas entertainment for the 
Playground. 

Clubs for boys meet two evenings a week. 

Entertainments are frequently given by the clubs or by groups 
from the neighborhood. 

On Saturday evenings, from November to June, a lecture 
course is conducted, those who take part giving their services. 
The following list of lectures given last winter, and attended by 
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an audience averaging 180, will show the nature of the work. 
Quarantine interrupted the course, which otherwise would have 
been fuller. 

Stereopticon lecture — Zoology . . "Our Small Neighbors" 
Prof. Gilbert, L. A. High School. 

Lecture .... "Responsibility for Social Reform" 
Prof. Knoles, University of Southern California. 

Entertainment Play and Readings 

Cumnock School of Expression. 

Stereopticon lecture .... "A Trip to Mexico" 
Mrs. J. L. Corella-Phipps. 

Entertainment Readings and Music 

College of Oratory, University of Southern California. 

Stereopticon lecture . . . "Fire, Air, Earth and Water" 
Prof. Boren, Harvard Military School. 

Entertainment Readings and Music 

College of Oratory, University of Southern California. 

Stereopticon lecture — Zoology . "Our Friends of the Sea" 
Prof. Gilbert, L. A. High School. 

Illustrated lecture . "Electricity and Wireless Telegraphy" 
Prof. Twining, Polytechnic High School. 

Entertainment Play and Readings 

Cumnock School of Expression. 

Stereopticon lecture . "France — Experiments in Politics" 
Robert A. Gibbs, University of Southern California. 

Entertainment Play and Readings 

Dramatic Club, University of Southern California. 

Stereopticon lecture .... "The Venetian Republic" 
Robert A. Gibbs, University of Southern California. 



NEEDED FEATURES. 

A long-contemplated improvement, which may be added during 
the coming year, is a wading pool. A more welcome addition 
for the long summer months could not be imagined by tfie smaller 
children. 

For the young men, it is hoped that arrangements can be 
made to keep the outdoor gymnasium open in the evening. Arc 
lights and extra help would be required, but these would give 
the working boys and the young men a chance which they are 
> now missing. 
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4£ci)o park piapgrounO 



(Playground No. 2) 

Location, Second Ward, part of southerly extension of Echo 
Park from Bellcvue Avenue to Temple Street. Area of play- 
ground proper about four acres. Granted by Park Commission 
May 12, 1905. Opened May 18, 1907. 

For this ground, Director Oliver \V. Best reports as follows: 

To Miss Bessie D. Stoddart, 

Secretary of the Playground Commission. 

Dear Madam: — In accordance with your request, I have the 
honor, as the Director of Echo Park Playground, of submitting 
to you the following report of what has been accomplished during 
the past year. 

A total of 32,160 for the six months that the playground was 
open last year seemed a fine record of attendance. However, 
for this complete year, the total reaches the high figure of 
10 9'935 (record of those present being taken once a day). This 
is almost double that for last year's average. On many Saturday 
afternoons the attendance has reached seven hundred and over. 

The Kindergarten classes of the neighboring schools have 
frequently spent mornings at the playground, the little folks 
enjoying complete possession of swings, see-saws and all the other 
attractions. 

FIELD ACTIVITIES. 

The teams have been successful, as the record of 179 games will 
show. In these, the playground teams have won 129 victories, 
in baseball, football, volley ball, basket ball, and indoor baseball, 
as against 7 tie games and 43 defeats. The honor of being on 
one of the playground teams is a prize eagerly sought, and once 
gained the boy or girl plays hard to keep his coveted position. 
The playground baseball diamonds and basket ball and volley ball 
courts have been in large demand by outside teams whenever an 
open date could be secured, and 53 outside match games have 
been played on the field When the city schools played off the 
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grammar grade baseball championship, dividing the schools 
into three districts, Echo Park Playground was made the meet- 
ing place for the twelve teams of that district. 

The shower baths have been in greater demand this year. The 
assistance of one of the city school nurses during vacation 
days made it possible for more girls to enjoy the baths. The 
total number of hot and cold showers for the year is 2,183. 

Adding greatly to the success of the work of the playground 
has been the appointment for the girls of a regular Assistant 
Director. It is her duty to care for the smaller children, to coach 
and organize the different teams for the girls' games, to direct 
the various social activities of the girls, and to be their helpful 
friend and leader. Previously the work had been handicapped 
as the Assistant was in charge but three days of the week. 
Miss Edna S. Best, sister of the Director, has had charge of 
two grounds, but beginning with July, was enabled to devote all 
of her time to this one playground 



IMPROVEMENTS. 

One of the most important additions to the playground equip- 
ment has been the erection of a beautiful Club House, suited in 
all respects for the work, and artistic in design. The main room, 
which is 32 by 48 feet in size, is used for a library and reading 
room, as well as for a hall for marching, drills and light gym- 
nastics. The provision of a large stage makes possible the giving 
of entertainments. A kitchen containing dishes and utensils for 
serving refreshments, helps complete the neighborhood social 
center. The club rooms at the east end of the building are 
temporarily occupied by the Directors as living rooms, believing 
that, as residents, the Directors can be of greater help in the 
work of the playground. In the basement is found a long room 
equipped with a box bowling set. Adjoining it is a cement- 
floored room which serves as shop and club room. Often it is 
used as a place for gymnastics and for boxing circles in the 
evening or on rainy days. A storeroom and repair shop are also 
located in the basement. 

Next in importance in the work of the playground has been 
the erection and equipment of an open-air gymnasium. This is 
40 by 60 feet in size, and is located on the boys' side. Here are 
found ladders, slides, acting bar. and big swing rope. The floor 
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is nine inches of the best tan-bark. This is always soft and 
springy, accidents are few, and the fun great. 

The sand boxes have been filled with fine beach sand. Above 
the boxes are canvas awnings which shield the children from 
sun and rain. Large building blocks are found in each sand 
box and scores of little folk find these boxes fine places to dig or 
build in, or to use for a soft tumbling spot. When the wading 
pool is added, their joy will be complete. 

Many parents visit the ground. While the children play here 
and there, mothers may be seen occupied with knitting, writing 
tablet or book. For them the new summer house, 15 by 25 feet in 
size, and thatched with palm leaves, has become a pleasant 
resting place. When not used in this way, it is busy with children 
at games of jacks and jump rope, or "playing house." 

Three sets of cement steps ascending the bank are just being 
finished. These will be of assistance to the many hundreds 
who pass through the playground on their way to and from the 
park and lake. They will also make possible the grading of the 
bank and planting it to flowering plants. 

CLl'H HOUSE ACTIVITIES. 

I he large auditorium with stage has made possible a series, 
"P to date, of 2<) entertainments with an attendance of 4342. 
beginning with November, and lasting until June of next year, 
* regular Saturday evening free lecture course has been arranged. 




This course is primarily for the parents and young people of 
the neighborhood, but children may attend, too, provided there 
is room. Los Angeles talent has volunteered the programs of 
music, readings, gymnastic work and stereopticon lectures, and 
these are always genuinely appreciated. 

Quite an extended line of club work, with junior, intermediate, 
and senior divisions of boys and girls, is carried on during the 
school months. The boys' work has been along literary and ath- 
letic lines. Miss Alta Thornton and Miss Rose Carnes, volun- 
teer assistants from the State Normal School, have aided in the 
girls' work, which has consisted of basket- weaving, scrap-book- 
making, drills and folk dances. 

On Wednesday evening from 7 to 9 130, the boys' brass band 
meets for practice. The privilege of being under the leadership 
of Mr. G. M. White of the Examiner Newsboys' Band is ap- 
preciated by the boys, who gladly meet the expense of instruction 
each practice night. 

The first Friday evening of each month is set aside for the 
Athena Literary and Musical Club, membership in which includes 
parents and children alike. 

LIBRARY. 

On June 18th, was opened Playground Station No. 2 of the 
Public Library. Children and adults may attend two afternoons 
and one evening a week. There are 396 names on the borrowers' 
list. This includes those who use the regular cards for city books, 
and those who use the playground cards for discards. In the 
evening session, those who attend enjoy the use of game tables 
and games. 

CELEBRATIONS. 

So popular a combination has the park and playground proved 
that, besides many smaller picnic parties which have made this 
their destination, sixteen large picnics from schools, churches and 
Sunday Schools have spoken ahead for special arrangements. 
Various match games, races and sports have been successfully con- 
ducted at these picnics. 

Arbor Day, March 6. — Arbor Day was observed in due form. 
The attendance of five schools, the L'nion Avenue, Temple, Custer, 
Logan and Casco Street Schools, made possible a fine program. 
Promptly on time from the several directions, the children could 
be seen marching with flying banners toward the meeting point 
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on the playground. Here they listened to patriotic addresses 
and followed the spirit of the day by planting trees for shade 
on the grounds. After the exercises, the twenty-five hundred 
enthusiastic school children and friends enjoyed a merry after- 
noon on the grounds. 

Club House Opening, May 30th. — May 30th signalled the 
formal opening of the new Club House. Five hundred invita- 
tions had been sent out to friends interested in the work, and 
the general public was also welcomed. Brief addresses were 
made by Mrs. Rodman, President of the Playground Commission, 
and by other city officials and leading citizens. The main ad- 
dress of the day was that of Mr. Lee F. Hanmer, of New York, 
Field Secretary of the Playground Association of America, who 
happened to be visiting Los Angeles in the interests of his work. 
Following the exercises, numerous gifts were presented by 
friends of the work for the decoration of the Club House. The 
ladies of the neighborhood served refreshments to the guests. 
Then all adjourned to the open-air games and contests on the 
playground. , 

Home Tournament, June 24th- 30th. — The first annual tourna- 
ment of the boys and girls of the home ground for championship 
in tennis, croquet and jack stones was held this week, proving 
an interesting occasion. Suitable prizes were provided for win- 
ners in the finals of the several events scheduled. 

Fourth of July. — Similar to celebration at Violet Street Play- 
ground. 




INTERIOR OF CLUB HOUSE -ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND 
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Special cars, running to and from the various playgrounds, the 
generous treat of Mr. Howard E. Huntington, made it possible 
for hundreds of children to share in the tournament who other- 
wise could not have come. The Examiner Newsboys' Band 
made splendid music. The handsome silver cup presented by 
F. E. Wolfe, Managing Editor of the Herald, and pennants 
presented by the Dyas-Cline Co., and Wm. H. Hoegee Co., made 
the list of prizes for the teams complete. After the presentation 
of the cup and pennants, Superintendent Raitt distributed 500 
specially designed playground badge-buttons to those who com- 
posed the various teams. 

The evening was the occasion of a banquet given by the Play- 
ground Commission and Staff of workers in the auditorium of 
the Club House. Mayor Harper and Councilman Clampitt, with 
their families, together with several prominent educators, were 
guests of honor. This banquet and the conference which fol- 
lowed, brought to a close a series of successful Department con- 
ferences which had made possible the better systematizing of the 
summer work. 

Parking. — The Park Department, under Superintendent Mor- 
ley, has done much in this short time to beautify the playground. 
The lawns and flower beds south of the playground, the honey- 
suckle vines and rose bushes along the fence, and the growing 
acacia trees bordering the playground are surrounding the place 
with beauty. 

An annual report gives but general results. Deeper study into 
the great opportunities for the moral and physical development 
of the boys and girls on the playgrounds reveals, however, the 
wonderful field possible in this work. It is a well-known fact 
that a supervised playground in any city means a decrease in 
juvenile delinquency, and does away with quarreling and dis- 
putes in games, and in play life in general. It is also true that 
the boys and girls of the playground are the wide-awake scholars 
in the schoolroom. This fact is attested by the repeated ex- 
pressions of appreciation from teachers in the several schools 
in the vicinity of Echo Park Playground. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Oliver W. Best, 

Director. 
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As seen by above report, this ground has made vast progress 
in its second year. To make the place complete it is planned to 
add a handball court, and a children's wading pool, also a bun- 
galow for Director's home. 

One lot of the tract does not belong to the Playground, but 
is now under condemnation proceedings. When acquired, the 
northeast portion of the grounds will be improved. 

As in the case of the Violet Street Playground, it is planned 
to make use of the outdoor gymnasium in the evenings for the 
older boys and young men, when suitable arrangements for light- 
ing and instruction can be made. 



i 




OUTDOOR GYMNASIUM — ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND 
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Recreation Center 

(Playground No. 3) 

Location, Eighth Ward, corner of St. John and 
Holly Streets. Size of lot, 200 by 120 feet to alley. 
Opened October io, 1908. 

This combination of playground and recreation 
building is called Recreation Center to distinguish 
it from the playgrounds not so well equipped with 
indoor facilities for play. This term is becoming a 
familiar one in cities where playground work has 
made most progress. It implies that much is to be 
found besides children's apparatus ; that many oppor- 
tunities are given for cultivation of mind and body, 
and these opportunities not only for children, but 
for people of all ages; that this place, in short, fills 
for its neighborhood an all-round social need. This 
need, so poignantly felt in the modern community, 
with its mixture of nationalities, its rapid change of 
residents, its lack of neighborhood intercourse and 
tradition, may be met by the Recreation Center, which is becom- 
ing more and more a municipal social settlement. The growing 
movement to establish these Centers in cities and towns, the 
splendid results that have followed their establishment, point to 
a new function now being undertaken by the commonwealth, a 
function that some day may be counted as important as that of 
the public schools. 

The land for this Center was purchased previous to this year 
at a cost of $8943.90, of which $1000 was subscribed by the 
Cudahy Packing Co. and Maier and Zobelein Brewing Co., in 
equal amounts. The building, when last payment is met, will 
have cost the city $20,681.11. Indoor apparatus, running track, 
bowling alleys, lockers, furniture and furnishings will aggregate 
about $5600.00. A substantial iron fence surrounds two sides 
of the grounds, a wooden fence is in the rear. Shrubs, vines and 
flowers will soon beautify the whole place. 

Co-operation with the following departments is a much-ap- 
preciated feature of this Center. , 
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LIBRARY. 

The Public Library has established a third Playground Station 
at this Center. 

DISTRICT NURSE. 

One of the District Nurses working for the city under the 
College Settlement, has been given a room for her station. 

Very shortly a medical dispensary will be opened two days 
a week with two leading physicians volunteering their services. 

Following is a general report of the work of the Center as 
given by its Manager, Charles H. Mills : 

To Miss Bessie D. Stoddart, 

Secretary of the Playground Commission. 

Dear Madam : — I take pleasure in complying with your request 
for a report on the work of the Recreation Center. 

It was a great day for the City of Los Angeles on the ioth 
of October, when a thousand people passed through the busy 
foundry and factory district to the corner of St. John and Holly 
Streets to witness the opening of the beautiful new Recreation 
Center, the only institution of its kind in the western part of 
the country. 

A parade of automobiles, bearing city officials and other 
prominent citizens, headed by the Examiner Newsboys' Band, 
left the City Hall at 2:30, and as the machines came whizzing 
around the corner of Holly Street, cheer after cheer from hun- 
dreds of eager throats greeted them. 

At three o'clock the bright, cheerful auditorium was crowded 
with people to listen to inaugural addresses by Mrs. Rodman, 
Mayor Harper and Dr. Charles E. Locke, while the band played 
merrily outside in the open playground, accompanied by the 
joyous shouts of the children. 

Again in the evening the gymnasium, which serves also as 
an auditorium, was packed to overflowing by men, women and 
children. Commissioner Lamb and Councilman Healy greeted 
the audience, after which Superintendent Raitt, Charles Howard 
Mills, Manager of the Recreation Center, and Wesley II. Beach, 
Physical Instructor, explained the plans of the work to be car- 
ried on in this building. Miss M. Gertrude Hards, Supervisor 
of Girls' Work, gave a reading, and a program of gymnastic 
work by High School students finished the exercises. 
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Both afternoon and evening the building was open for public 
inspection and a large reception committee of interested citizens 
was busy for hours guiding people from the basement to the 
roof garden. 

Starting at the lobby on the ground floor, a pleasant r oom 
with fireplace, designed among other things to serve as a checker- 
room in the evening, the Recreation Center is found to contain 
many attractions. . 

First, there are the two model bowling alleys, well lighted 
and ventilated, and with room for on-lookers to enjoy the games. 

Passing through these, we find the shower room, equipped 
with a fine system of ten marble-walled baths, the flooring of 
terrazzo. 

Adjoining the shower room is the locker room, with two 
hundred and eighty of the best ventilated, double-lock, steel 
lockers. 

On this floor are also a large storeroom, and a furnace room, 
the latter fitted with the latest automatic instantaneous gas heat- 
ers for the baths. 

In another corner of the first floor, with separate entrance from 
the street, is the headquarters of the District Nurse. This room, 
finished in white enamel, with rounded corners, terrazzo flooring 
and plenty of shelves and cupboards, is a model supply room 
and dispensary. 




GYMNASIUM FROM STAGE - RECREATION CENTER 
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The main feature of the Recreation Center, of course, is the 
gymnasium. This room measures 44 by 80 feet, is two stories 
in height, and is lighted and ventilated on three sides. A run- 
ning track at the second story serves also as a gallery for on- 
lookers. The best of apparatus equips the gymnasium. This 
apparatus can all be removed, and the gymnasium can thus be- 
come an auditorium. 

At one end of the gymnasium is a stage, measuring 18 by 
20 feet. Except when the gymnasium is used as an auditorium, 
this room is shut off by rolling door, and serves as a club room. 

To one side of the combination stage and club room is a 
library, properly fitted up for a branch of the Public Library, 
To the other side is a kitchen, where refreshments may be pre- 
pared for entertainments. 

In the mezzanine floor over the library is a combined club 
room and shop, where it is designed to have some manual work. 
Over the kitchen is the Physical Instructor's room, fitted with 
scales and all necessary appliances for taking measurements, 
and with card catalogues for keeping exact physical records 
of all who take gymnasium work. 

Above the mezzanine, across the front of the building, is a 
simple but artistic little apartment of five rooms, the residence 
of the Manager. 




RECREATION CENTER 
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BOWLING ALLEYS AT RECREATION 
CENTER 

A last flight of stairs brings one to the roof garden, extend- 
ing over the front of the building. This has a wonderfully fine 
panoramic view of the city and of the mountains in the distance. 
Overhead is a pergola roof which will be covered with vines, 
having their roots in the large flower boxes which surround 
the railing on the outside. In one corner is a sand box for 
little children. The roof garden will be used for nursery pur- 
poses in the daytime. In the evening it will be used in social 
ways, for it is well lighted with electricity. 

From the very start the most loyal and efficient support has 
been lent to the management by the patrons of the Center 
and the people of the neighborhood in helping to maintain a 
systematic daily schedule of work. 

In the afternoons the playground is always alive with children 
swinging, racing, playing volley ball, basket ball, indoor base- 
ball, and group games, according to ages. 

The gymnasium is used four afternoons a week for regular 
classes of girls and boys. The library is under the direction 
of a librarian, and patrons may draw out books two afternoons 
and one evening a week. 

The main club room is used every afternoon, two afternoons 
in connection with library work, four afternoons with clubs. 

There is no greater attraction in the building than the bowl- 
ing alleys, and the balls run almost constantly from two o'clock 
until nine-thirty every day. With the boys and young men the 
privilege to bowl is given as a reward for behavior and regular 
attendance at gymnasium class and club meeting. 
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During the week there are meetings of eleven different clubs: 
four young men's clubs, organized for basket ball, baseball, 
bowling and social times; the "Woman's Progressive Club," the 
young women's social club; the girls' sewing circle, and the 
"Recreation Center Boys' Club," including four divisions. 
Every boy between the ages of eight and fifteen who attends 
the Center is a member of this R. C. B. C. Each section comes 
once a week for club meeting, twice for gymnasium work, and 
twice for bowling. 

The classes in the gymnasium work include separate divisions 
for boys, young women, young men, married women, and older 
men. 

The girls and women have made for themselves uniform 
suits and present a pleasing spectacle when lined up for calis- 
thenics, folk dancing and drills. 

In the male gymnasium work the Instructor carries out a 
splendid system of physical training. The apparatus work 
throws much responsibility upon a strong corps of leaders, com- 
posed of the boys themselves. The instructor spends one evening 
training these leaders, helping them to become proficient on the 
flying rings, the horse, the vaulting bar, the buck, the horizontal, 
bar, the climbing ladder, the mats, and numerous other pieces 
of apparatus. Then in the regular class work, each leader is 
assigned his section of five boys, which he likewise instructs. 

The physical examinations are about to take place and the 
gymnasium work will be put upon the most scientific basis pos- 
sible. Every person who attends will have an opportunity for 
the greatest physical improvement. 

Every Saturday evening the main club room becomes a stage 
with regular headlights and footlights, the gymnasium becomes 
an auditorium, and a splendid entertainment is given for all. 
Some of the best artists of the city have given their services on 
the programs. So far, the entertainments have included literary, 
dramatic, musical, and athletic numbers and stereopticon lectures. 

Often the young people plan and give their own socials and 
parties, a number of which have been exceptionally well man- 
aged. 

The patrons of the institution have shown their appreciation 
of what the city is doing for them by making an effort to take 
care of the building and to use its facilities in the right way. 
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The attendance, including all who are accommodated by the 
various facilities of the Center and playground, amounts to over 
2300 weekly. When it is considered that the place has not yet 
been running two months, this record is surprising. 

It is gratifying to note that already several earnest testimonies 
from persons in the immediate neighborhood have been volun- 
teered, pointing out the moral grasp that the Recreation Center 
is beginning to have upon the young people and children who 
enjoy its privileges. 

Respectfully, 
Charles Howard Mills, 
Manager. 

The present building forms but one wing of the structure 
that is planned for the future. A corresponding wing will then 
contain a complete modern plunge. The connecting building 
will furnish increased facilities for library and club work, for 
baths and for other accommodations. It is hoped that individuals 
may become interested in this ideal Center to help make it 
possible. 

The playground connected with this Center is small, and will 
be smaller with a complete building. But the Downey Avenue 
Playground, not far away, is about to be equipped, and will 
take the outdoor games that require much space. 




DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS -RECREATION CENTER 

30 



Digitized by Google 



Solano avenue piapgrounD 

(Playground No. 4) 

Location, Second Ward, Solano Avenue. Area about three- 
fifths of an acre x City land, dedicated by Council for playground 
purposes, November 12, 1906. Opened May 14, 1907. 

This ground is small and is equipped very simply for hand- 
ball, basket ball and croquet. It has been used by the neigh- 
borhood principally without supervision. Certain hours a day, 
from December to September, however, a Director has been in 
charge this past year. 

An arrangement has now been made whereby the Special 
School, located in the Solano Avenue School, has the use, care 
and oversight of the ground during the school year; but the 
ground may be used also by the neighborhood, as a common. 

A very pleasant celebration was held on July Fourth, when 
racing contests for prizes were held, and lemonade was served 
to visitors. 

^a?arD piapgrounD 

(Playground No. 5) 

Location, Ninth Ward, part of forty-acre tract originally do- 
nated to city for park purposes by private individual. Area of 
playground, about eleven acres. Granted by Council, November 
28, 1906, and again August 20, 1907, a better piece being sub- 
stituted. 

This beautiful piece of land will probably make the finest 
of all the playgrounds, as the city grows. It will be connected 
with a park of some twenty-three acres. A school site, part of 
the original forty-acre tract, also adjoins it. This combination 
of park, school and playground will prove an ideal arrangement. 

A survey of the park and playground land has been made. 

Mr. Wilbur David Cook, landscape architect, has kindly volun- 
teered his services for planning the playground. 

Thirty-three European sycamore trees were planted on the 
grounds on Arbor Day, bordering the line of the Pasadena 
Railway. To keep these watered the Water Department kindly 
laid the necessary piping. 

The celebration on Arbor Day was a very pleasant occasion. 
Some five hundred school children and two hundred adults were 
present to take part in the exercises. 

Equipment of the grounds will be pushed early in the year. 
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Dotonep Stoenue piapgrounD 

(Playground No. 6) 

Location, First Ward, south of Doivney Avenue, near river. 

This ground originally comprised a little over six acres. In 
the past year the Council has disposed of a portion of the land 
to the Salt Lake Railroad, so that the playground now con- 
tains but three acres. 

This ground is admirably located in a thickly populated dis- 
trict. It will be equipped as soon as possible for ball field and 
various sports requiring space, and later on, further improve- 
ments will be added. It is aimed to make it similar in equip- 
ment to the Violet Street and Echo Park Playgrounds. 

&lau0on Stoenue piapgrounD 

(Playground No. 7) 

The City Water Department kindly added a new playground 
to the list in May of this year. Four acres of a nine-acre tract, 
belonging to that Department, and located at Slauson and Comp- 
ton Avenues, were turned over to the Playground Commission 
to equip as a playground. 

Equipment of this ground will be commenced at once. It 
is located in a rapidly-growing district, and lies three miles 
from the nearest playground and a mile from the only park in 
that quarter of the city. 

Vacation piapgrounD0 

Castelar Street School, Nezv Macy Street School, Utah Street 
School, Fourteenth Street School. 

The Castelar, Utah, and Fourteenth Street Vacation Play- 
grounds experienced a very successful summer, operating from 
July 6th to September 16th. This year the New Macy ground 
remained closed, owing to proximity to other grounds. 

The Fourteenth Street ground was new this vear. The chil- 
dren, teachers and Child Study Circle had given to the Play- 
ground Department $100 towards its equipment. In March it 
was fitted up with swings, baby swings, ladders, bars, rings, 
teeter-boards, maypole, volley ball, and croquet, at a total cost 
of about $450. The School Department met the cost of erecting 
the pipe apparatus, and supplied basket ball goals. As the 
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grounds are large, this makes an excellent playground both in 
vacation and in the school year, when, like the other Vacation 
Playgrounds, it is operated by the School Department. 

This year there was the usual man director at each ground, 
and, in addition, a woman director. This was a great improve- 
ment upon last summer, when one woman divided her time 
among three grounds. 

Team work was organized and various meets were held, end- 
ing with the big Inter-Playground Track-Meet at the close of 
vacation. 

Sewing and raffia weaving were instituted for the girls this 
year. At Utah Street Playground, a large and very successful 
sewing school was conducted under volunteer leadership. 

The baths at Utah Street and Castelar Street Playgrounds 
were in the usual demand. School and district nurses took 
charge of the girls' bathing, while the boys were cared for by 
the men directors. 

The grounds were open until dark six days a week. The 
attendance was as follows (counting once during the day) : 
Castelar Street, 9122; Utah Street, 13,704; Fourteenth Street, 
10,765. 

A gift of $400 has been made by the firm of Hunt, Eager 
& Burns, playground architects, who have in former years 
made generous gifts of service. This sum will be used to form 



GIRLS' BASKET BALL CONTEST - VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 
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a new department in the permanent playgrounds, that of play- 
ground bands. Instruments will be purchased, which will be 
kept at the grounds, for the use of the boys and girls until they 
can secure instruments of their own. The cost of director and 
instruction will be met by the young people. 



The following schedule has just been arranged by Super- 
intendent Raitt for afternoon work on the playgrounds: 



Time 


Division 


Age 


Sex 


12-12:30 


General 


All 


Boys 
Girls 


2-2:30 


Kindgrt. 


5-6-7-8 


Boys 
Girls 


2:30-3 


Juniors 


9-10-11 


Boys 
Girls 


3-3:45 


Intermdts. 


12-13-14 


Boys 
Girl* 


3:45-4:30 


Seniors 


15-20 


Boys 
Girls 


4:30-5 


General 


All 


Boys 
Girls 



PLAYGROUND SCHEDULE. 

Activities 



divisions. 



( Block building, story telling, bas- 
■] ket work, gardening, light gym. 
( work, races, games. 

(Block building, story telling, baa- 
} ket work, gardening, sewing, 
( races, games. 

Bovs j^y 111, wor ^» match games, contests, 
y ( gardening. 

.Match games, contests, basket 
< work, sewing, gardening, drills, 
' folk dances. 



( dances. 



NOTES. 

The last Saturday afternoon in each month will be given over to 
races and contests for individual and team records. Said records of 
all playgrounds must be posted on each ground the following Tuesday. 
In all cases where possible, the world's amateur record should lead. 

Playground Directors and Assistants will be required to organize 
teams to represent the different divisions of boys and girls. The Juniors, 
Intermediates and Seniors will be represented by their teams in baseball, 
basket ball, volley ball, indoor baseball, handball, croquet and gym- 
nastics, with the exception that the girls will not be required to have 
baseball teams, nor will the Juniors be represented in basket ball teams. 

No team record will hold good unless there are ten players or con- 
testants in the team. 

The judges at all contests or trials will be the Director and Assistant 
on the home ground. 

The first trial will be held December 26, 1908. 
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Neat gray uniforms were adopted by Directors and Assistants 
last May. 

Once a month the playground staff and members of the Com- 
mission meet at Recreation Center or Club House, taking supper 
together, and devoting the evening to discussing ways and means 
of promoting the usefulness of the playgrounds. All find in- 
spiration in these meetings and in exchange of ideas. 

Too much cannot be said for the general enthusiasm and 
devotion to work manifested by the playground staff. 

The work of the Superintendent has been very heavy during 
the past year, owing to the amount of building and equipping 
in progress. An extra Director has been given charge of the 
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bookkeeping of the Department, and of other detail work, thus 
leaving the Superintendent freer for supervising the grounds 
and for planning and overseeing construction. The cost of 
equipment of grounds is reduced very materially by the Superin- 
tendent's knowledge of the various building trades. 

As the grounds are often miles apart, a motorcycle has been 
ordered, so that the Superintendent may more readily visit those 
in operation and attend to the details of construction in those 
that are being equipped. 

The Superintendent has given service in planning school 
playgrounds, also in planning the outdoor gymnasium of Brown- 
son House Settlement. 

The Department will soon have a much-needed office in the 
City Hall. A large room on the fourth floor is being partitioned 
off and furnished. 

In many parts of Los Angeles there are demands for play- 
grounds. Citizens in Boyle Heights, Pico Heights, Garvanza, 
in the southern part of the city, and in other localities, are 
asking for local playgrounds. 

The President and Secretary have been asked frequently to 
address clubs and other meetings, both in this city and in other 
towns, on the subject of playgiounds. In response to an invita- 
tion, Dr. Lamb spoke upon the subject of Los Angeles Play- 
grounds, at the State Conference of Charities and Corrections 
held in Oakland, in September. 

Los Angeles Playground Reports have been sent for from 
many parts of the United States, also from England and Argen- 
tine Republic, and many letters of inquiry have been answered. 
Pictures of our local grounds have been sent by request to the 
following: "American Playgrounds/' the "Playground Maga- 
zine," the "World's Work," the International Fair in San An- 
tonio, the Playground Museum in New York, and the Museum 
of Education in Buenos Ayres. 

Many people from the East and North have visited the grounds 
during the year. 
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In May, Mr. Lee F. Hanmer, Field Secretary of the Play- 
ground Association of America, made a tour of the Pacific Coast, 
promoting playground work. Addresses were made in many 
cities, including Los Angeles. Wherever he went his presence 
and advice were an aid to the cause. 

The Second Annual Congress of the Playground Association 
of America was held in New York in September. To this Con- 
gress invitations were sent by the Playground Commission and 
Mayor Harper, by the Chamber of Commerce, and Municipal 
League, to meet in Los Angeles in 1910. It is to be hoped that 
this may come about, for such a meeting would be of inestimable 
value not only locally, but to the whole Coast. 

The Secretary was made a Vice-President of the recent Con- 
gress. One of her duties was to work up the matter of observing 
Sunday, September 6th, as Playground Day in the local churches. 
This was conforming to a general plan to have that day set 
aside in many of the large cities of the land. 

The President has been made a member of the Council of the 
Playground Association of America. 
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The Playground Department is grateful to all who have been 
of such kind assistance: To the City Departments, which have 
steadily given their co-operation in the work, to the many in- 
dividuals and firms that have made gifts, and to the host of 
volunteer helpers who have served in Club work and lecture 
courses. The interest and generous endorsement of the public 
at large have given great impetus and inspiration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bessie D. Stoddart, 
Secretary. 
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Interest in the Playgrounds, and aid in carrying on the work, 
has come from various sources, both private and public, and 
the Commission gratefully acknowledges the following favors 
and gifts: 

VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND: 

Roll-top desk, Superintendent's office — Charles Barker. 
Twelve loads gravel — Ramiah and Marsh. 
Christmas distribution : 

Over 100 presents — Children Christ Church Sunday School. 

Provisions — Group of Friends. 

Twenty-five pounds candy — Kahn-Beck Co. 
Telephone — Home Tel. & Tel. Co. 

Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. & Tel. Co. 
Table and table croquet set — Mrs. A. G. Wells. 

$31.00 expended in new books for Library — Mrs. Spencer H. Smith. 
Books for Library — Miss Maud Whitlock. 
Books for Library — Various Friends. 

Wooden borders for forty-five gardens — Mrs. Andrew Glassell. 
Freight, three carloads gravel — Santa Fe Railway Co. 
Load of fertilizer — Park Department. 

Wiring for arc light and lighting, four months ($17.50) —Department 
of Electricity. 

Certificate of title ($27.20)— City Council. 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND : 

Opening of Club House, May 30th: 

Bust of Lincoln and four pictures — Group of Neighbors. 

Books, four plants — Mrs. Andrew Glassell. 

Two pictures— Mrs. W. W. StiUon. 

Fern — Mis. J. H. Swanberg. 

Fern— Mis. H. C. Terrill. 

Jardiniere — Mrs. P. F. McManus. 

Two leather cushions, window seats — A. H. Voight, Cal. Furn. Co. 
Two Ferns — Park Department. 
Prizes: 

Playground Contests, May 30th — Jones Book Store, The Ark, Way 
and Driggers, Oliver W. Best. 
Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. & Tel. Co. 
Loan, three pictures for vacation — Circulating Art Cabinet of Civic 
Association. 

Two carloads beach sand for sand-boxes, also transportation — H. E. 
Huntington. 

Use of Chain Gang loading, hauling, unloading sand, aUo grading, 
etc. — Board of Public Works. 
Parking — Park Department. 
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RECUSATION CENTER: 

Telephone, one-half business rates— Home Tel. & Tel. Co. 
Books — Mrs. Andrew Glassell. 
Vase— Mrs. A. C. Balch. 

Two original books and reference work — Charles F. Lummis. 
Book of original poems — Charles Eeeler. 

"Eucalyptus Grove,' ' oil painting by G. Redman. A gift of $35.00 
by John T. Rowntree secured this beautiful and many times more val- 
uable picture, through the generosity of the artist, and of the art 
dealer. — John T. Rowntree, G. Bedman, J. F. Kanst. 

For pictures, bas-reliefs, etc.: 

$5.00— Mrs. N. B. Blackatone. 

$25.00— Mrs. Melville Johnston. 
$100.00 allowed on purchase of $150.00 piano — Geo. J. Birkel Co. 
For opening: 

Concert on field — Examiner Newsboys' Band. 

Loan of electric light festoons — Department of Electricity. 

Men to wire for electric lighting — Dept. of Police & Fire Alarm. 

Loan of wagon load of plants and gift of cut flowers and two 
ferns— Park Department. 

Gravel for playground, 73 loads — Street Department. 

Water piping for playground — Water Department. 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND: 

Over 1,000 feet three-fourths-inch water piping laid — Water Depart- 
ment. 

VACATION PLAYGROUNDS: 

$100 towards equipment Fourteenth Street School Playground — Four- 
teenth Street School. 

GENERAL: 

$250 for celebration of July Fourth, Violet Street, Echo Park and 
Solano Avenue Playgrounds — City Council. 
For Inter-Playground Track Meet: 
Silver cup — The Herald. 

Two pennants — Dyas-Cline Sporting Goods Co. 
Three pennants — Wm. H. Hoegee Co. 

Four cars to bring children to and from meet — H. E. Huntington. 
Concert on field^Examiner Newsboys' Band. 

For Libraries — Violet Street Playground, Echo Park Playground, Rec- 
reation Center: 

Daily newspapers— Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles Examiner, Los 

Angeles Express. 
For Echo Park Playground — Los Angeles Herald. 
Playground literature — Boston Normal School of Gymnastics. 
$400 (this will be used to purchase instruments for brass bands to be 
organized at playgrounds) — Hunt, Eager and Burns. 
$15 towards brass bands— Mrs. Wesley Clark. 
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In the United States there are 137 cities 
of a population of 5000 or over that maintain 
playgrounds largely or entirely supported by 
public taxation. 

Law recently enacted by Massachusetts: 
Section 1. Every city and town in the 
commonwealth having a population of more 
than ten thousand accepting the provisions of 
this aet shall, after the first day of July, in 
the year nineteen hundred and ten, provide 
and maintain at least one public playground 
conveniently located and of suitable size and 
equipment, for the recreation and physical 
education of the minors of such city or town, 
and at least one other playground for every 
additional twenty thousand of its population. 

Section 2. Cities and towns may appoint, 
and determine the compensation of, a quali- 
fied supervisor of each playground, who shall 
direct the sports and exercises thereon. 
Of 39 cities and towns that have voted upon this question, 37 have 
voted for playgrounds. 

New York City expended $15,000,000 in eight years upon playgrounds. 
One ground of about two acres cost $1,811,000, showing the necessity 
of a city securing land before values become so great. 

Chicago has the most complete system of playgrounds and recreation 
centers in the world. That city expended $11,000,000 in three years in 
this department. 

Boston, during the summer of 1910, will operate 82 playgrounds. 
Pittsburg has adopted a plan for providing 13 new recreation centers, 
to cost $2,000,000. 

The playground movement is making rapid progress upon the Pacific 
Coast. 

Seattle has nine playgrounds upon which has been expended $134,000, 
and that city has still larger projects in mind. 

Spokane, Portland and Oakland also have big plans for playground 
systems. 

San Francisco, since the fire, voted bonds to the amount of $724,000 
for purchase of playgrounds. 

Alameda, with a population of 30,000, has recently expended, upon 
four combined playgrounds and parks, $117,000. 
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Many other cities in California are beginning to provide public play- 
grounds. 

In Southern California we find Pasadena, San Diego and Santa Bar- 
bara very active in promoting the movement. 

In California we find over 49 per cent of the population living in 
cities of 4,000 or more inhabitants. Wherever playgrounds go in these 
or smaller communities they will make for better health and social con- 
ditions. 

California has over 10,000 inmates in her State Prisons, Reformatories, 
Insane Asylums and Home for Feeble-Minded, besides the many other 
thousands of morally and mentally unfit cared for by county and munici- 
pality. There are other thousands of inhabitants cut off from useful 
citizenship by tuberculosis and other preventable diseases. Will not the 
vital playground movement, which is rapidly gaining a stronghold in our 
State, with its aim to provide for physical development and helpful 
social relationships, be a great influence in stemming the tide of youth 
headed towards keeping up this vast army of wasted humanity? Will not 
a few hundred thousands of dollars expended now for upbuilding insure 
us against the loss of added millions in the maintenance of police, courts, 
jails, asylums, orphanages, hospitals and charities, if but a fraction of 
that tide can be turned f 
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"I do not know anything which will contribute more to the strength 
and morality of that generation of boys and girls compelled to remain a 
part of urban populations in this country, than the institution in their 
cities of playgrounds, where their hours of leisure can be occupied by 
rational and healthful exercise.' ' — PRESIDENT TAPT. 

"The 'boy problem,' as we call it, is really the grown-up problem. 
The boy is all right. He breaks our laws, but he does so in obedience 
to a law that is older than ours, a law that has never failed to get its 
way or else to impose a penalty — and to collect it. The penalty, as is 
the way with such penalties, is collected of the victim. It is being 
collected now in our jails and penitentiaries, in weakened and perverted 
lives; the normal and inevitable results of allowing the best force that 
Nature has put into the child, the force that was meant to build him 
up and make a man of him, to go to waste or to be turned into abnormal 
or anti-social channels. 

"Again3t the deeper law it is we who are the transgressors. 'They rea- 
son ill who leave me out,' may be said of Nature as well as of the spirit. 
And when 'the children were left out in the planning of our cities, ' when 
we closed Nature's path against the growing child, we made it mathe- 
matically certain that he should seek some other path or cease to grow 
at all. If opportunity for play is denied, and by just so far as it is 
denied, stunting and perversion are the absolutely inevitable results." 

— JOSEPH LEE. 

"The universal impulse to play is a divinely ordered thing. If God 
gives the instinct, man ought to provide the playground." 

— JOSIAH STRONG. 

"It would be difficult to find any point at which, in our large cities, 
a dollar will go further in the making of those things for which the 
city exists than in the provision and maintenance of playgrounds." 

— ELMER E. BROWN. 

"All animal life is sensitive to environment, but of all living things 
the child is the most sensitive. A child absorbs environment. It is the 
most susceptible thing in the world to influence, and if that force be 
applied rightly and constantly when the child is in its most receptive 
condition, the effect will be pronounced, immediate and permanent. 

"Anv form of education which leaves one less able to meet every-day 
emergencies and occurrences is unbalanced and vicious, and will lead any 
people to destruction. . . . Education which makes us lazier and more 
nelpless is of no use." — LUTHER BURBANK. 

"Here lies the function of the Playground. It gives the individual 
the opportunity for mastery of his body under conditions of increasing 
difficulties in its varied physical activities. It also gives the opportunity 
for the social experiences of democracy of self and group government. 
It is the school for physical and social self -discovery and self -direction." 

-DR. LUTHER HALSEY GULICK. 
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^Report of hje IJIaggrowti* (ttmramasum 
■petemher 1, 1908, to 3wwe 30, 1910 

HAtTAM UNIVERSITY 

TUc Library of tbc Schools 
•f Landscape Architecture and City Plana 

Los Angeles, July 1, 1910. 
To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles. 

Gentlemen : 

For the past nineteen months, the period 
covered by the present report,* the playground 
work has maintained its usual steady develop- 
ment. Progress has been due not only to the 
efforts put forward by the Department, but 
also the general interest that prevails in the 
"playground movement," a hopeful cause that 
is sweeping the entire country. Los Angeles 
has caught the spirit of this movement and has 
given enthusiastic moral support and substantial material aid for 
the advancement of the local playgrounds. 

The general scope of the work may be gathered from the 
following article, f which was furnished recently to the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science : 

The "playgrounds" of Los Angeles, although officially bearing 
that title, are more than the name implies. In reality, they com- 
bine the usual playground features with forms of social activity 
most often found at the settlement house. Hence, "recreative 
centers" will be found the more fitting term. 




*The report year has been changed to coincide with the fiscal year, 
July to July. 

t" Recreative Centers of Los Angeles, California" by Bessie D. Stod- 
dart. Reprinted by courtesy of the Annals, from " Public Recreation 
Facilities" number. March, 1910. 
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Playground Oommission. 

In September, 1904, a city playground commission was created 
by ordinance, which directed "That a commission to be known 
as the Board of Playground Commissioners, composed of five 
persons, of whom two shall be women and three shall be men, 
shall be appointed by the Mayor, to have charge of the public 
playgrounds of the city of Los Angeles. Said commissioners 
shall serve without compensation." They have authority to 
appoint a superintendent and other employees. 

It was thought best to make a special department in which 
time and attention could be given wholly to studying and develop- 
ing this new and important function of government, rather than 
to force the work on some old department as a side issue, where 
it might be neglected. The rapid growth of the work in spite 
of small funds (only about $137,000 has been expended up to 
January, 1910) has shown the wisdom of specializing. With the 
Los Angeles charter revision, the commission will undoubtedly 
become a charter commission. 

Violet Street Playground. 




The Violet Street Playground, or 
Playground No. 1, as it was called, 
was opened in June, 1905. It was 
about two acres in size and cost in 
the neighborhood of $11,000 for land 
and $6,000 for improvements. This 
center is open every day in the year, 
and is made attractive to persons of 
all ages. For the young children there 
are sandboxes, large kindergarten 
blocks and baby swings. For the girls 



there are swings, seesaws, maypoles, 
basket-ball, volley-ball, croquet, tennis, 
etc. For the boys there are facilities 
for field sports, baseball, basket-ball, 
also play apparatus and a large open- 
air gymnasium with roof to shelter from sun and rain and a 
floor of soft tanbark to fall on. A small building contains hot 
and cold showers. For the mothers a summerhouse is provided, 
where they may sit and read or watch the children at play. 
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There are forty-five small gardens, for both girls and boys, 
where young gardeners grow flowers, also vegetables for home 
consumption. Under volunteer assistance a very successful 
"Park Department" was formed of children interested in this 
work. Care of the playground trees and plants was undertaken 
as well. A system of marking for regularity in watering, weed- 
ing, caring for tools, etc., was inaugurated, and appropriate prizes 
awarded to those who received the highest number of points. 
Divided into two groups, the little gardeners also competed for 
their respective sides. 

A very important part of the equipment is the club house, a 
quaint bungalow in one corner of the grounds- This contains a 
large main room with stage, clubroom, storeroom and kitchen 
supplied with dishes and utensils for use in giving entertainments. 
In the afternoon children meet for sewing or other manual work, 
for games, drills and folk dancing, or musical organizations. In 
the evening those over fifteen years of age form clubs in dramatic, 
musical and gymnastic work. On Saturday evenings (except 
during summer months) in this center, as in all the others, an 
excellent course of lectures, concerts and plays is given, for which 
many of the most talented people of the city generously give 
their services. The last Saturday evening of the month is re- 
served for home talent, when the children and young people give 
the entertainment. Certain evenings in the month, the club house 
is reserved for parties given by groups connected with the center, 
the nearby public school, or any set of neighbors who may speak 
in advance. 

The equipment of the center is completed by a pretty bungalow, 
the home of the Director. Too much cannot be said for the 
benefits of this residence feature. The man and his family become 
an integral part of the neighborhood, and the influence of a well- 
ordered, hospitable home permeates the atmosphere of the center. 
Here, again, the settlement idea is exemplified. 

Echo Park Playground. 

The second Los Angeles playground was opened in May, 1907, 
and was a five-acre extension of Echo Park, bounded by four 
streets. Originally it was but a miserable hole in the ground, 
a detriment to the neighborhood. The Park Department kindly 
filled the tract and presented it to the Playground Department. 
Later they added to their generosity by parking one end of the 
ground and edging the rest with a beautiful border of trees, 
shrubs and vines. 

5 

Digitized by Google 



Echo Park Playground is equipped in much the same manner 
as the center just described, but being over twice the size, accom- 
modates more apparatus and more visitors. Sometimes on Satur- 
day afternoons there are as many as seven hundred children and 
young people at play, with several score of elders looking on. 

Playground Republic. 

An interesting development of this center is the Playground 
Republic, to which most of the children and young people, who 
are regular visitors, belong, although membership is not com- 
pulsory. The members elect their own president, judge, police 
and other officers, enact rules and have general charge of their 
enforcement. However, very little discipline is required on a 
well-supervised playground. The citizens pay a monthly tax 
of five cents. From this fund are bought athletic supplies, in 
addition to what the department furnishes. Inauguration of 
republic officers takes place on March 4, with serious public 
ceremonies. 
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The club house of this center is an artistic structure, built 
when prices were very low, for about $4,000. The auditorium 
is 32x48 feet and has a stage extension. It is beautified with 
cheerful fireplace, built-in bookcases, window-seats, and windows 
on three sides. The house fronts upon the beautiful lake of 
Echo Park. An office, two clubrooms, a kitchen and two dress- 
ing-rooms are provided. The finish is of Oregon pine, oiled, the 
effect being very pleasing. In the basement is a workshop for 
boys, also a room containing box bowling alley. When the club 
house was opened neighbors gave a number of good pictures, 
a bust of Lincoln and other furnishings. The playground direc- 
tor has made his home in the club house, but a bungalow resi- 
dence will soon be built for him. A large wading-pool will also 
be added to the equipment of the ground. 

The social activities of the club house are many and varied. 
Musical work is prominent, and includes a boys' band, a girls' 
band, an orchestra and a mandolin orchestra. The band instru- 
ments were donated to the playground. The young people pay 
a small fee to their musical leaders. Opportunities are also given 
children and older people for dramatic expression. At the recent 
Christmas celebration thirty-six girls gave a beautiful Christmas 
play under the leadership of volunteer helpers. 

Recreation Center. 

The Playground Commission early felt that the municipality 
should afford special recreational facilities for the working young 
men and young women and the adult population. It was deter- 
mined to build what was termed a recreation center, to distin- 
guish it from the playgrounds proper, as affording better means 
for indoor play, a house that should offer something of what the 
social settlement or Y.M.C.A. building furnishes. A corner 
lot, 200x120 feet to an alley, located in a central industrial dis- 
trict, was secured, costing less than $9,000. Of this amount 
$1,000 was subscribed by two industrial companies. Here was 
built a handsome brick and plaster structure in the Spanish 
Renaissance style, so prevalent in Southern California. The build- 
ing, which would ordinarily cost about $30,000, was built when 
prices were low, and cost less than $21,000. Equipment, includ- 
ing bowling alleys, amounted to about $5,600. The place was 
opened to the public in October. 1908. 
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In a mezzanine over the Library is a clubroom; 
over the kitchen is the Physical Instructor's office. 
A few minor changes were made in the plans. 
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RECREATION CENTER. 



The main feature of the building is a fully equipped gym- 
nasium, measuring 44x74 feet, with windows on three sides. On 
the fourth side a large stage opens, for the gymnasium is also 
meant for use as an auditorium. Ordinarily the stage is closed 
off with rolling doors and is used as a clubroom. The gymnasium 




MARBLE SHOWERS. 
RECREATION CENTER. 

10 



Digitized by Google 



is two stories in height, a gallery furnished with a running track 
being located at the second story. 

Other features of the buildings are, briefly, as follows: Ten 
marble shower-baths, modern locker-room, storeroom and furnace- 
room, two model bowling alleys, district nurse's headquarters, 
kitchen, two clubrooms, library ; physical instructor's office, where 
measurements are taken and records kept; trellised roof-garden, 
which commands a magnificent panoroma of the city and moun- 
tains and is equipped with sandbox and building blocks for 
children, and with electric lighting for evening socials ; and last, 
but a very important factor, a pleasant five-room apartment for 
the manager. For here again the home rounds out the work of 
the center and establishes helpful relationships. 

The recreation center is the scene of busy activity, afternoons 
being given over to the children, evenings to those over the age 
of fifteen. The gymnasium, baths and bowling alleys are used 
at certain times for men and boys, at other times for women 
and girls. The club organizations are particularly interested in 
dramatic and musical work and frequently give entertainments. 
The boys take pride in a well-trained drum and bugle corps. 
Saturday evenings are given to the regular lecture and entertain- 
ment course. 

The lot accommodates a small playground, simply equipped. 
Vines and shrubs add to the beauty of the center. In time it 
is planned to add another building to the original one, to con- 
tain an indoor plunge, additional showers, boys' workshop, larger 
club rooms, etc. The present building will then be but one wing 
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of the larger structure, which will surround a court on three 
sides. 



Playground Libraries. 

The Playground Department aims to have these centers bring 
together kindred forms of municipal work. The Public Library 
was induced to place a playground branch at each of the three 
centers described, and to provide the services of a playground 
librarian, a woman especially fitted for this work. Each branch 
is open two afternoons and one evening a week. In all, about 
1,500 books a month are circulated. Current magazines, also 
daily papers provided by the press, supply the reading-room. 
Checkers, authors and other quiet games may be enjoyed. From 
time to time volunteer helpers conduct a story-telling hour, scrap- 
book-making and similar lines of work. 



District Nurses. 




NURSE'S CALL STATION 
RECREATION CENTER. 
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Under the management of 
the College Settlement, the city 
supports a system of instruct- 
ive district nursing. At the 
Violet Street Playground and 
the Recreation Center, spe- 
cially fitted-up rooms are fur- 
nished for the headquarters of 
two of the nurses. Here sup- 
plies are kept, calls for nurses 
are registered and some dis- 
pensary service rendered. The 
chief work of the nurses, of 
course, lies in the homes of 
the district, each nurse aver- 
aging sixteen visits a day. The 
nearby schools are also in- 
spected by them. 

[Sec reports of "Instruct- 
ive District Nursing for the 
City of Los Angeles, Under 
the Supervision of the Col- 
lege Settlement"] 
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Municipal Band Concerts. 

Recently a municipal Band Commission has been created. This 
department co-operates with the centers by giving band concerts 
there, as well as in the parks. The idea is to make the concerts 
of a high order and to give instruction concerning the music 
to be rendered. 

********* 

Vacation Playgrounds. 

Besides the permanent grounds, five vacation playgrounds are 
conducted by the department during the summer. These are 
school grounds which have been equipped with swings, seesaws, 
maypoles, ladders, bars, slides, sandboxes and blocks, basketball, 
croquet, etc., at a cost of about $400 each. In several cases a 
part of the sum has been raised by the children and the Parent- 
Teacher Association of the school. A competent man and woman 
conduct the activities at each ground. Story-telling hour in the 
big sandboxes is an interesting feature. The kindergarten rooms 
are used for folk dancing and for groups in basketry, sewing 
and other handiwork. Both children's and doll's clothing are 
made. At three grounds there are school baths, and these are 
operated. The play apparatus is allowed to remain permanently 
on the grounds, and the School Department has an attendant at 
each ground after school and for a half-day on Saturday during 
the school year. 

Field Meets. 

At the close of each vacation all the permanent and vacation 
grounds have a great inter-playground field meet. There are no 
individual contests, but all entries are by teams of boy and girls, 
for this method encourages backward children and develops the 
spirit of co-operation. The car companies provide transporta- 
tion for the teams. Each ground has its own color, which is 
combined with the general playground color, green. One of the 
newspapers awards a silver cup to the ground that scores the 
highest, and individuals and firms provide other prizes and pen- 
nants for events, all of which are kept at the several centers as 
trophies. The summer's handicraft work of all the grounds is 
exhibited in the club house. 
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Play Festival. 

On May Day of 1909 was held the first annual play festival, 
all the grounds meeting at Echo Park Playground. About 15,000 
visitors formed a hollow square, viewing with intense interest 
the beautiful exhibition of drills, games and folk dances. Chil- 
dren from the kindergartens and grades, older boys and girls 
from the high schools, groups from Y.M.C.A. and Brownson 
House Settlement, all took part, while the children of the various 
playgrounds carried out the picturesque old customs connected 
with the maypole dance and crowning of the Queen of the May. 
Music was furnished by the playground band and orchestra and 
the Examiner's Newsboys' Band. In the evening another large 
throng enjoyed an exhibition of folk dancing as presented by 
the foreign colonies, in which Spanish, Indians, Germans, Syrians 
and others took part. 

Celebrations. 

Various other holidays are celebrated at each of the centers. 
For Arbor Day the children of the nearby schools march to the 
grounds and engage in planting and in appropriate exercises. For 
Fourth of July patriotic exercises, band concerts and races are 
held. For Christmas there are evening entertainments, plays and 
Christmas-tree parties. Frequently kindergartens spend mornings 
at the playgrounds. Schools, churches, Sunday- Schools and or- 
phanages often hold all-day picnics, and for these special games 
and sports are prepared in advance. 

Work Systematized. 

The w r ork on the playgrounds is well systematized, for it is not 
sufficient to provide merely space and apparatus. The children 
are divided into junior, intermediate and senior divisions for vari- 
ous sports and games, and a great many match games are played. 
On the last Saturday afternoon of the month each ground tries 
out its own individual and team records in athletics. On the fol- 
lowing Tuesday are posted the records of all the grounds, together 
with the world's amateur records. 



15 

Digitized by Google 




36 



Digitized by Google 



Staff. 

At the beginning of its work the Playground Commission was 
able to secure as Superintendent a man of college training, whose 
services have been invaluable. By his knowledge of the building 
trades he is able to save the department thousands of dollars each 
year. Still better, he is able so to organize the work of the grounds 
as to make it most effective. 

On each playground there are a man and a woman director, 
and, of course, janitor service is provided At the Recreation 
Center there is, in addition, for gymnasium classes, a physical in- 
structor, who is employed by the hour. An accompanist, employed 
by the hour, aids the physical work at all of the grounds where 
music is needed. A mechanic does repair work at all the grounds, 
erects apparatus at new grounds and performs various odd serv- 
ices. Neat gray uniforms are worn by men and women directors. 
All men employed in the department must be non-smokers, or give 
up the habit if acquired, for the sake of consistent example to the 
boys. 

"Play Morning" and "Conference." 

Twice a month "play morning" is held, when the entire staff 
meets to practice games and talk over the work of the grounds. 
Once a month the staff, the volunteer workers and the commission 
meet at one of the centers for supper and evening conference, 
with city officials, educators and others interested in the work as 
frequent guests. 

The staff is a splendid set of educated young men and young 
women, who are vitally interested in their work and full of the 
spirit of service. They are educators of children, not mere care- 
takers of property. Their salaries are not yet on a par with those 
of school circles, but in time they surely will be, for having a 
right director is probably 90 per cent, of a playground's effective 
service to a community, letting 10 per cent, represent the equip- 
ment. Quite a number of young women and a few men have 
volunteered their services for leading clubs and assisting on play- 
grounds at certain hours. This is a very helpful and pleasant 
feature. 

University Course. 

It is difficult to find trained directors ; but the University of Cal- 
ifornia has recently created a special course to fit men and women 
for this work, and Stanford University has also made a move in 
this direction. In time, it is hoped, the scarcity of trained workers 
on the Pacific Coast may be relieved. 
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Aid Given. 

The Superintendent has aided many schools and institutions 
with plans for playgrounds, and his advice is continually sought. 
Members of the commission and the Superintendent are con- 
stantly called upon, both in and out of the city, to give addresses 
upon the subject of playgrounds. It is felt that the Los Angeles 
system has proven a great incentive to other cities of California to 
procure systems of their own. Many inquiries about the work 
are received, also, from other States. 

Public Interest. 

From all sections of Los Angeles come clamors for local play- 
grounds, grounds within walking distance. The heartiest sup- 
port is given to the movement by the people and the press. The 
other city departments are most helpful and generous toward 
this new municipal undertaking. The community is awaken- 
ing to the fact that a city should seize its opportunity to make 
better citizens by providing recreation of the right kind and 
under proper auspices. Public conscience and common 
sense are becoming alive to the folly of sending boys eight years 
old and upward to reform schools to spend their minority at a 
cost of $30 a month each, and this during a formative period 
when institutional life, at best, blights development; whereas a 
well-supervised playground will direct the misused energy of 
dozens of boys into channels distinctly helpful to themselves and 
to the community. 
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Constructive Work. 

Nor is the preventive side of the work alone appreciated. It is 
perceived that these centers are a constructive force in the com- 
munity. Good health and good habits are promoted and the 
brain made clearer to act. Opportunity for expression in music, 
drama and other forms of art is given. The family may enjoy 
the centers as a whole ; and this bond, because there is so much 
individualism in the American family, is a very important thing. 
Healthy, normal social intercourse is promoted, and this, again, 
is a matter of consequence in an American community, where, 
with mixture of nationalities and constant change of residence, 
there are often few opportunities for old-fashioned neighborli- 
ness or for social traditions to take root. Most important where 
the children are concerned is the fact that in playtime rather 
than in working hours is character formed; and here on the 
playground fair play must be constantly practiced, self-control 
constantly maintained. This is the very essence of democracy. 
For to know how to associate, how to co-operate with one's 
fellows is the foundation of our national form of government. 
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Slauson Playground. 




Since the above article was written, the 
Slauson Playground has been opened. Some 
time ago the municipal Water Department 
kindly gave for a playground four acres of 
its nine-acre tract of land situated at 
Slauson and Compton Avenues, and later 
the Department added another half-acre. 
The grounds are equipped in much the 
same manner as Echo Park Playground. 
Many trees have been planted, and vines 
will soon cover the wire fencing. The club 
house is of plaster and half-timber style 
of architecture, and of artistic design. The 



building contains in its lower story showers, dressing rooms, 
boys' workshop, station for district nurse and space for a double 
bowling alley, which will be installed later. In the second story 
are found an auditorium of 32x52 feet, with a stage 20x24 feet, 
two club rooms, office, kitchen and bath. The Director will make 
the club house his home until a bungalow for residence use may 
be supplied. The structure cost about $9,000. 

Slauson Playground was opened to the public on March 12th, 
with appropriate ceremonies. In the club house, which was 
beautifully decorated, the following speakers took part: Harry 
/\. Andrews, who made the address of the day ; Bert A. Heimly, 
who spoke in the absence of Superintendent Mulholland of the 
Water Department, Dr. Lamb, Mrs. Rodman, Mr. Radford and 
Superintendent Raitt of the Playground Department, Councilman 
Williams, and J. I. Taylor, who spoke in behalf of the neighbor- 
hood. Ladies of the Parent-Teacher Associations of nearby 
schools acted as committees on decorating, on receiving and on 
serving refreshments. Outdoors, a band concert was held, and 
numerous games and contests filled the afternoon. From 8,000 
to 10,000 peoole attended. 

From the beginning, the people in the vicinity of the Slauson 
Playground have shown a fine spirit of co-operation and have 
helped to organize the playground and club house activities. 
Soon after the opening, the women of the neighborhood planned 
a beautiful banquet as a housewarming. One hundred and fifty 
men and women attended, including as invited guests the Play- 
ground Commissioners and other city officials, ministers from 
neighborhood churches and principals from neighborhood schools. 
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The name of the playground was changed just before its open- 
ing from Slauson Avenue Playground to Slauson Playground. 
This was in honor of Jonathan Sayre Slauson, who was for 
many years a leader in the upbuilding of Los Angeles. During 
his lifetime he had aided both in the material development and 
in the moral progress of the city. For this reason the change 
in the name was deemed appropriate. 

On the playground there has been organized a Junior Base- 
ball League comprising eight teams. Some of the boys come 
a distance of four miles to play. There are also intermediate and 
senior teams. For the benefit of the intermediates, the Director 
has organized a league of eight teams coming from different 
parts of the city and the Slauson team plays only with the league 
teams. The Director is president of the league and thus brings 
many boys of fifteen to eighteen years of age under the helpful 
influence of the playground. Other playground games for boys 
and for girls also receive much attention. 

An interesting form of manual work has just been instituted 
on the playground. A certain section is divided into "lots" and 
boys may unite in groups composed of from two to five mem- 
bers to build a miniature house upon a lot. The boys use their 
own ingenuity upon boxes and odds and ends of lumber which 
they bring to the ground. 

The accompanying table shows the club house work that has 
been organized in the few months that the ground has been 
open. In addition to the activities mentioned, there has been 
formed, by about forty women of the neighborhood, the 
"Parents* Playground Association." This meets one morning a 
month to discuss topics pertaining to playground work, hygiene 
and similar subjects, and it is the object of the Association to 
aid in every way possible the work of the local playground. 

Mrs. Sarah R. Slauson and Mr. James S. Slauson have 
generously offered to give instruments for a playground band 
and the fall work will include this attractive addition. 
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Hazard Playground. 

After many delays in construction, Hazard Play- 
ground will shortly celebrate its opening. The grad- 
ing of its rolling ground has been quite an under- 
taking. A small field house, containing showers, 
lockers, storerooms, etc., has been erected, and the 
usual play apparatus will be installed. The eleven 
acres of the plaground will afford splendid facilities 
for baseball, field meets and play festivals. Tiers of 
seats for spectators will be erected upon a natural 
slope. Adjoining this ground, the Park Department 
has some twenty-five acres which will be planted, it 
is hoped, in the near future. A school site also ad- 
joins the playground and oh this is now being erected 
a school house of pleasing design. An assembly room 
is located in the basement of the school, and here will take place 
the indoor activities of the playground until such time as a sub- 
stantial club house may be added to the equipment. The com- 
bination of school, park and playground will make, when devel- 
oped, a unique and beautiful center. 

Both Slauson and Hazard Playgrounds are located in outlying 
sections of the city, which are, however, being rapidly built up. 

Downey Avenue Playground. 

Downey Avenue Playground, which is centrally located, has 
remained unequipped, owing to lack of funds. Contract has 
just been let for a field house, however, and within a few months 
the grounds will be completed. The field house will contain 
showers, dressing rooms, storerooms, room for Director and 
office. The Recreation Center lies at no great distance across 
the river, and the two places will probably be used somewhat 
in conjunction, the Recreation Center taking most of the indoor 
activities and the Downey Avenue Playground the greater part 
of the outdoor sports. 

* Agricultural Park Playground. 

A rare opportunity is presented in the coming year for the 
beginning of a playground that in time will stand with the best 
of Chicago's unrivalled playgrounds. The Sixth Agricultural 
District Association will assign to the Playground Commission 

"Name has been changed to Exposition Park Playground. 
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at Agricultural Park the forty-three acres that will lie within 
the projected race-track, also ten acres lying outside the track. 
The forty-three acres will be made into a great turfed play field, 
which will be equipped for the following uses: Baseball (a 
number of diamonds), football, cricket, lacrosse, field hockey, 
basketball, croquet, tennis, archery, foot racing, field events and 
military drilling. Probably the whole field will be sunken below 
the race-track, the sides forming a grassy slope from which 
many thousands may watch the games and the festivals that 
will be held here. For, besides providing space for unlimited 
games and sports, this will also be an ideal place for great play 
festivals, for reviews and every kind of outdoor fete where vast 
throngs must be accommodated. The ten acres will be con- 
nected with the larger field by means of a tunnel running under 
the race-track. Here will be placed all kinds of play apparatus 
for boys and girls, wading pool and sand courts, picnic grounds, 
and, in time, a beautiful outdoor plunge and a great recreation 
building like those of the Chicago South Parks. The recreation 
building should be supplied most liberally with lockers and 
showers for the large numbers who will use the great play field 
lying just through the tunnel. It should also contain indoor 
gymnasiums, clubrooms, assembly room, refectory and branch 
library. So great a plant as the combined fifty-three acres will 
afford will meet the needs not only of the city, but will also 
form a center for athletics and recreation for the entire county. 
A league of the county schools is already planned for making 
use of this splendid institution. Adult teams from the various 
towns will also find here headquarters for every sport. For 
this reason, the Playground Commission has asked the county 
government to share with the city the cost of equipment. It is 
hoped, too, that some of the wealthy citizens of Los Angeles 
may help make possible this great scheme by giving part of the 
equipment. 

Agricultural Park, in all, will contain about 117 acres, is 
located in the midst of a large population and is readily reached 
by several car lines. The Sixth Agricultural District Associa- 
tion has planned for three beautiful and useful buildings, each 
costing in the neighborhood of $250,000. 

The State is giving an Exposition Building where a perma- 
nent exposition will be maintained, and is also giving an Armory. 
The county is giving a building for a Museum and Art Gallery ; 
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the city is providing for the parking of the whole area. The 
general design calls for a beautiful fountain in the midst of 
the three buildings to commemorate the bringing of the Owens 
River waters to Los Angeles. Agricultural Park, when com- 
pleted with buildings and playgrounds, will be one of the most 
attractive places in the United States, combining as it will, so 
many lines of interest. 

Vacation Playgrounds. 

Last summer the Vacation Playgrounds formerly equipped at 
Castelar Street, Utah Street and Fourteenth Street Schools were 
operated and the grounds of the San Pedro Street and of the 
Thirtieth Street Schools were newly equipped and added to the 
number. The children and Parent-Teacher Associations of the 
last named schools furnished respectively $130.00 and $45.50 
towards buying apparatus. The grounds of the Berendo Street 
School and of the Thirty- Seventh Street School are now being 
equipped, so that seven Vacation Playgrounds will be operated 
this summer. Apparatus which was formerly installed at the 
New Macy Street School has been allowed to remain for use 
of the school, but a Vacation Playground is not conducted at 
present, owing to the proximity to other grounds. 

The services of the school nurses, working under the City 
Health Office, are much appreciated. On certain days during 
vacation they direct the girls baths at the permanent playgrounds 
and at those Vacation Playgrounds where showers are provided. 

Second Play Festival. 

A second annual Play Festival was held this year on April 
30th, at Echo Park Playground. This was even finer than the 
very beautiful festival held the previous year. An afternoon 
audience of 15,000 and an evening audience of 10,000 greeted the 
program with great enthusiasm. 

Playground Floats. 

The playgrounds, as a whole, contributed two beautiful floats 
to a parade given at the celebration of the Elks' Grand Lodge 
Reunion in July of 1909. The first float represented a miniature 
playground with a vine-covered pergola overhead; children were 
at play in their play-clothes on swings, slide, seesaws and in 
sandbox. On the second float, girls were dancing the maypole 
dance to the music of the boys' and girls' band of Echo Park 
Playground. Two boys in a burro-cart led the way, carrying the 
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playground banner, and eight boys and girls on ponies acted as 
outriders. Honorable mention was given by the judges and the 
children's exhibit was greatly appreciated by the several hun- 
dred thousands of spectators. 

Courtesies to the Playgrounds. 

The Playground Commission wishes to thank the individuals 
and firms, and the city departments that have so generously lent 
their aid to the work. Besides material gifts from many sources, 
much service has been given by volunteer workers, by lecturers 
and by those who have helped to promote celebrations, enter- 
tainments, club work, playground activities, etc. The hundreds 
of courtesies extended cannot be enumerated, but the following 
tables will show something of what has been done to aid the 
playground cause: 
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DONATIONS 



VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND : 

One carload of beach sand — Southern Pacific R. R. Co 

Battle axe and javelin — Dr. W. A. Lamb. 

Christmas candy — Kahn, Beck Co. 

Christmas Tree, 1908 — Councilman Henry H. Lyon. 

Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. & Tel. Co. 

Telephone— Home Tel. & Tel. Co. 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND: 

Prizes: 

Candy and soap — Way & Driggers. 
Glove and marbles — Fred M. Eaton. 
Oil paints — Mrs. Hobbs. 

Stationery and candy — Mr. Drake. Sun Drug Co., No. 5. 

Two pairs hose — Mrs. Cohn. 
Cnristmas tree lights, 1908 and 1909 — Woodhill-Hulse Electric Co. 
Benefit for piano fund, "The Trio" — Miss James. Mrs. Foerster, 
Miss Lewis. 

One pail of candy — Way & Driggers. 

Labor in construction and erection of bleachers — City Water Depart- 
ment. 

Pennant trophy — Dyas-Cline Co. 
Sofa — A. W. Barker, Barker Bros. 

$49.65 towards piano fund — Echo Park Playground Clubs. 
Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. & Tel. Co. 

RECREATION CENTER: 

Loan of stage furniture — Barker Bros. 
Thirty-five dozen Easter eggs — Miss Elise Alber. 
One box kindergarten toys — Miss Green. 
Pennant (bowling tournament) — W. H. Hoegee Co. 
Gymnasium and track suits — Occidental College, Los Angeles High 
School, Olive otreet High School and Polytechnic High School. 
Christmas Tree — Councilman Bernard Healy. 
Christmas Tree — Ann Street School. 

Fourteen caps for drum and bugle corps — Mullen & Bluett Clothing Co. 
Fourteen khaki suits for drum«and bugle corps — Arthur Letts, Broad- 
way Department Store. 

Christmas candy — Bishop & Co. 
Christmas candy — Kahn. Beck Co. 

Christmas tree lights — Woodhill-Hulse Co. and Pacific Electrical Works. 
Telephone, one-half business rates — Home Tel. & Tel. Co. 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND: 

2400 feet of water pipe furnished and laid — City Water Department. 
Decorations for opening day — City Park Department. 
Roses, trees and vines — City Park Department. 
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Labor, cleaning playground — City Street Department. 

One carload of beach sand — Santa Fe R. R. Co., A. G. Wells. 

Athletic badges — Charles Miller. 

Pennant trophy — Dyas-Cline Co. 

Mission clock — Slauson Playground District Improvement Association. 
Three books — Mrs. Donahue. 

Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. & Tel. Co. 

THIRTIETH STREET SCHOOL VACATION PLAYGROUND: 

$45.50 — School children and Parent-Teacher, Association. 
Labor, erecting apparatus — School Department. 

SAN PEDRO STREET SCHOOL VACATION PLAYGROUND: 

$130.00 — School children and Parent-Teacher Association. 
Labor, erecting apparatus — Board of Education. 

GENERAL: 

Share of Benevolent Fund, $690. 

Plans for drinking fountains — Hunt, Eager and Burns. 

Six prize pennants, Field Meet 1909 — Dyas-Cline Co. 

Five prize pennants, Field Meet 1909 — W. H. Hoegee Co. 

Three silver trophy cups, Field Meet 1909, Whitley Jewelry Co. 

Silver trophy (2-year cup Field Meets 1908-1909)— L. A. Herald. 

Transportation of children to and from Field Meet — L. A. Railway Co. 
and Pacific Electric Co. 

$5.00 towards accompanist fund — Playground Commission. 

Concert, May Festival, 1909 — Examiner's Newsboys' Band. 

Services in connection with lighting for May Festivals 1909 and 1910 — 
City Electrician Manahan. 

Lighting for May Festivals 1909 and 1910 — L. A. Gas & Electric Corp. 

Erection pole for lighting, May Festivals 1909 and 1910 — Bureau of 
Fire Alarm & Police Tel. 

Labor and sprinkling of field, May Festival 1910 — Street Department. 

o0 yards ribbon for May Festival 1910 — Mr. Eccleston, J. M. Hale Co. 

Roses for May Festival 1910 — J. D. Hooker. 

Greenery and plants for May Festival 1910 — City Park Department. 
Loan of rustic chair for May Festival 1910 — Barker Bros. 
Loan of two small carts for May Festival 1910 — L. A. Examiner. 
Use of two empty stores for dressing rooms, May Festival 1910 — F. J. 
Sibley. 

Loan of four horses and drivers for float, Elks' Parade — C. N. Camp- 
bell, Wells-Fargo Co. 

Decorations for float Elks' Parade — Park Department. 

$34.15 for float Elks' Parade — Playground Patrons. 

$19.35 for float. Elks' Parade — Playground Commission and Staff. 

$49.31 for float Elks' Parade— City Council. 

Telephone, office, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. & Tel. Co. 
Telephone, office, one-half business rates — Home Tel. & Tel. Co. 
Daily papers — Times, Examiner, Herald and Express, at Violet Street 
and Echo Park Playgrounds and Recreation Center. 
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LECTURES AND ENTERTAINMENTS 



The following lists of public lectures and entertainments given 
at two of the centers during the winter season of 1909-1910, are 
indicative of the work at all of the grounds during both seasons 
covered by this report. 

RECREATION CENTER. 

Play "Captain Racket" 

Recreation Center Dramatic Club. 

Stereopticon lecture "Summer Camps for Boys" 

Mr. John Brewer, Polytechnic High School. 

Stereopticon lecture "Children of Many Lands" 

Mr. Robert A. Gibbs, Page Military Academy. 

Musical program 

Morgan Boys' Orchestra. 

Play "Santa Claus Junior" 

Fifty neighborhood children. 

Entertainment Play and readings 

Cumnock School of Expression. 

Concert Phonograph 

Fitzgerald Music Company. 

Home talent evening • . . * 1 Stunts" 

Play "Mr. Bob" 

Recreation Center Dramatic Club. 

Patriotic lecture "Washington and Lincoln' ' 

Mr. Mark Keppel, County Supt. of Schools. 

Athletic entertainment 

Recreation Center Boys' Gymnasium Class. 

Recital Readings and Music 

Cumnock School of Expression. 

Home talent evening ".Stunts" 

Entertainment 

Boys' Club and Recreation Center Band. 

Play "All a Mistake" 

Recreation Center Dramatic Club. 

Miscellaneous program 

Recreation Center Boys and Girls. 

Play (afternoon and evening) "The Private Secretary' ' 

Recreation Center Dramatic Club. 
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ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND. 

Home talent program. 

Lecture (with demonstrations) . ' 1 Electricity and Wireless Telegraphy" 
Prof. H. L. Twining, Polytechnic High School. 

Lecture "Evolution of American Life" 

Prof. T. C. Knoles, University of Southern California. 

Play and readings 

Cumnock School of Expression. 

Stereopticon and demonstrated lecture 

"The Fossil Gardens of Rancho La Brea" 

Prof. J. Z. Gilbert, Los Angeles High School. 

Home talent Christmas play .... "The False Sir Santa Claus" 

Thirty-six girls. 

Home talent program. 

Lecture "Days of '49" 

Prof. R. D. Hunt, University of Southern California. 

Stereopticon lecture "The Story of a Grain of Sand" 

Prof. W. A. Fiske, Occidental College. 

Lecture "The Work of a Reporter" 

Prof. Wm. O. Shepard, University of .Southern California. 
Home talent program. 

Stereopticon lecture "Children from Other Lands" 

Mr. R. A. Gibbs, Page Military Academy. 

Play and readings 

Cumnock School of Expression. 
Home talent program. 

Demonstrated lecture "Flying Machines" 

Prof. H. L. Twining, Polytechnic High School. 

Music and readings. 

Los Angeles Conservatory of Music. 
Home talent program. 

Gymnasium exhibition (with special music) 

Y.M.C.A. of Los Angeles. 

Play and readings 

University of Southern California College of Oratory. 

Shakespeare play 

Cumnock School of Expression. 

Gymnastic exhibition 

Los Angeles High School. 

Illustrated lecture "The Chemistry of Every Day Life" 

Prof. E. D. Chandler, Occidental College. 

Lecture (with folk dancing by gymnasium students) 

"General Helps to Health" 

Prof. Geo. W. Braden, Occidental College. 
Home talent program. 

35 



Digitized by Google 



VOLUNTEER WORKERS 



Miss Olive Moser All Playgrounds Assisted Librarian 

Miss Elise Alber Violet Street Playground ...Kindergarten work and gardening 



Mrs. Andrew Glassell-... 

Miss Levy 

Miss Edith Lynn 

Miss Marian A. Mernin.. 

Miss Stanley 

Miss Anne Shepard 

Miss Wood 

Miss Isabel le Burke 

Miss Evelyn Daymon 

Mrs. Thos. L. Clay 

Mrs. J. R Pinkham 



Gardening 
Gardening 
Gardening 
Kindergarten work 
Dramatics 
Dramatics 
Dramatics 
Raffia work 

Scrap book work (Library) 
Scrap book work (Library) 
Boys' reading club (Library) 



Miss Eulalie Rollins Echo Park Playground Scrap book work 



Miss Dolton 

Miss Jessie Heber 

Miss Blanche Kellie 

Miss Helen Bosbyshell.... 

Miss Harriet Candee 

Miss Merle Prewitt 

Miss Maude Boice 

Miss Andretta Glassell.... 
Miss Louise Rhodabeck.. 
Mrs. Margaret Cameron- 
Mr. Nathan Rowley 

Mr. Howard Byram.. 



Raffia and basketry work 

Stenciling 

Scrap book work 

Dramatics 

Dramatics 

Games and story telling (Library) 

Dramatics 

Scrap book work 

Kindergarten work 

Kindergarten work 

Games 

Games 



Miss Smith Recreation Center Girls' glee club 



Miss Malter 

Miss Grace McAfee 

Miss Morrison 

Miss Willamene Wilkes 

Miss Dora Holmes 

Miss I. Armstrong 

Miss Ray Crew 

Miss Elizabeth Bittman 

Miss Geraldine Fitzgerald . 

Miss Elise Alber 

Miss Amv Dunn 

Mr. F. C.* McMullen 

Miss Jessie Adamson 

Miss Ella Gardner 



Girls' glee club 

Kindergarten work 

Kindergarten work 

Dramatics 

Dramatics 

Dramatics 

Games 

Sewing and other club work 
Dramatics and handwork 
Playground assistance 
Games and drills 
Bowling alleys 
Gymnasium work 
Sandbox 



Miss Beatrice T. Edwards ..Slauson Playground Folk dancing, sewing and games 



Miss Margaret Edmund 
Miss Flora Rosenthal 

Mr. T. Starkey 

Mr. Harold Shaw 

Mr. F. H. Daugherty. 



Charge of girls' work Sundays 
Charge of girls' work Sundays 
Assisted in care of grounds 
Gymnastics for small boys 
Athletics 

Students from the State Normal School were among the volunteers, these having 
received credit at the school for practice work on the playgrounds. Students from the 
Cumnock School of Expression are also included. 

36 



Digitized by Google 



Constant need is felt for more volunteer workers at all of the 
grounds, and it is hoped that the coming year will bring out 
a still greater number to aid in the club house activities, in chil- 
dren's gardens and outdoor games. 

Need of Private Funds. 

In many cities of the United States citizens of wealth have 
given tracts of land for playgrounds, or have given buildings 
and other equipment where grounds have already been acquired. 
In Los Angeles the city funds are too limited to meet all the 
splendid opportunities that are open on every hand to further a 
great work. More playgrounds are needed ; children are pin- 
ing in our dry climate for the outdoor plunges and wading pools 
that could be used all the year round; funds are needed to 
develop to their greatest capacity the musical work and dramatic 
work of the club houses, and the classes in sewing and cooking 
and in arts and crafts; summer camps should be established in 
the mountains and by the sea, where the children and mothers 
whose lot compels them to an unbroken city life may see some- 
thing of nature. To give to the cause of recreation means 
healthier bodies, more alert minds and better social spirit in 
the generations to come. 




ROOF GARDEN SANDBOX. 
RECREATION CENTER. 
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The following resolution, authorizing a Benevolent Fund, was 
introduced by President John D. Works of the City Council 
and passed by the Council February 1, 1910: 

Benevolent Fund Authorized. 

"WHEREAS, the social and moral conditions of the very poor 
in this city, especially of the foreign population, are so unfortu- 
nate for them and so detrimental to the best interests of the city, 
as to call for immediate and earnest action on the part of the 
city and all good citizens and 

"WHEREAS, we have a Housing Commission and a Play- 
ground Commission composed of earnest men and women, who are 
conscientiously endeavoring to ameliorate these conditions; and 

"WHEREAS, the City is unable, out of the revenues pro- 
vided for it, to furnish funds sufficient to carry on the important 
work of these two commissions effectively; 

"NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED: 

"1. This Council appeals to every church, club, benevolent, 
and all other organizations in the city, and to every good citizen 
having an interest in the welfare and good name of the city, and 
in the welfare of its poor, to contribute liberally to a fund here- 
inafter provided for to meet the needs of the poor, the unfortu- 
nate and the afflicted. 

"2. That there be, and is hereby, established a fund in the 
treasury to be known as the Benevolent Fund. 

"3. That all sums donated for the purpose mentioned above 
be paid into said fund and paid out only upon the order of the 
said Housing Commission, or the said Playground Commission 
with the consent of this Council, one-half to each, to be used 
only in the carrying out of the purposes for which said com- 
missions, respectively, are formed. 

"4. The said Housing Commission and Playground Commis- 
sion are each authorized to solicit donations to said fund; and 
all moneys received by them, or either of them, shall be at once 
accounted for and paid into said fund. . . 
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Response. 



The sum of $1380 has been kindly contri- 
buted thus far to the Benevolent Fund in 
amounts ranging from $5 to $100. 

More Playgrounds Needed. 

Los Angeles now has a population of 318,- 
000, and in the next two or three decades 
will undoubtedly become a great city. Los 
Angeles now has reached the size of 101.25 
square miles, and eventually may add much 
more territory. To meet the needs of a rapid- 
ly increasing population, to provide play- 
grounds within walking distance of every 
child in so great an area, means that new 
playgrounds must continually be added. In 
many parts of the city there are movements 
on foot to provide local playgrounds by means 
of district assessment. By an act* of the last Legislature, a group 
in any incorporated town may petition for a certain piece of land 
to be condemned for park or playground purposes, and for a 
district to be set to pay for such land by special assessment. 
The city or town may then declare its intention of condemnation, 
and, unless owners representing over 50 per cent of the land to 
be taxed shall protest, the city or town may acquire the land 
and assess the district to pay for it. In many sections of Los 
Angeles efforts are on foot to secure local playgrounds in this 
way. Residents of Sunset Hills district, of Hollywood, of Cole- 
grove, of Avenue 61 district and of Thirty-eighth Street and 
Hooper Avenue district, are working to secure land for play- 
grounds by this means. Other sections that have expressed a 
need for playgrounds are Pico Heights, Boyle Heights and 
Cypress Park. San Pedro should have its local playgrounds. 
In fact, Los Angeles should own a strip of beach for a seaside 
playground for the people of the whole city. 



*An act to provide for the acquisition by municipalities of land for 
public park or public playground purposes by condemnation, and for the 
establishment of assessment districts and the assessment of property 
therein to pay the expense of acquiring such land. (Approved April 22, 
1909.) 
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State and National Work. 

In our State there has recently been formed the Playground 
Association of California with directors elected from different 
parts of the State. Its object is the "promotion of the playground 
movement in California." The Playground Association will not 
own playgrounds but will aid the work in general throughout 
the State, its scope being "educative, legislative and protective." 

The Playground Commission is in touch with this work and 
also with the work of the Playground Association of America, 
which is organizing in a remarkable way the movement through- 
out the country. Several delegates represented Los Angeles at 
the recent Congress of the Playground Association of America, 
which was held in Rochester, and efforts are being made to 
secure for Los Angeles the convening of the next Congress. 
Such a meeting would add much impetus to the local playground 
movement and to the movement throughout the entire Coast. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BESSIE D. STODDART, 

Secretary. 
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PLAYGROUND ATTENDANCE 



PLAYGROUNDS 


Attendance 
Boys Girls 


Bathe 





MONTHS OPERATED 


- - 


- 




\ iolet Street 


97859 


57893 




3428 


Dec. 1, 


'08 to June 


30, 5 


10 


(19 










mos.) 










Echo Park 


119270 


96946 


1878 


Dec. 1, 


'08 to June 


30, ' 


10 


(19 






mos.) 


Recreation Center 


61118 


41891 


9836 


Dec. 1, 


'08 to June 


30, ' 


10 


(19 










mos.) 










Slauson 


37505 


19881 


439 


March 1 


2, '10 to June 


30, ' 


10 


(3.6 










mos.) 










Vacation Playgr'nds 
















Castelar St. School.... 


3994 


2642 


483 


July 6, 


'09 to Sept. 8, 


'09 






Utah St. School 


6225 


5068 


337 


July 6, 


'09 to Sept. 8, 


'09 






Fourteenth St. School 


4522 


3700 


232 


July 6, 


'09 to Sept. 8, 


'09 






San Pedro St. School 


4791 


5354 




July 26, 


'09 to Sept. 8, '09 






Thirtieth St. School- 


3730 


3541 




July 26, 


'09 to Sept. 8, '09 






Totals 


339014 


236916)16633 
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PLAYGROUND PHILOSOPHY 



"From the Juvenile Court, from prisons, from hospitals, from 
students of social evils, from every department of science devoted 
to the study of man, comes the warning that in our day, as in 
no other day the world has yet seen, we need in our great cities 
to give heed to the nature and spirit of childhood and youth and 
to the right of the people to happiness. Society has not so much 
forgotten as it has failed to realize in these strenuous days of 
materialism how much modern city and social conditions are mak- 
ing void for many a fundamental tenet of our national creed. 
In the boys and girls of the streets, in the delinquent, the fallen, 
the outcast, the unsuccessful and the misfits there is the same 
hunger for happiness that is our own. But if that hunger must 
be satisfied in the one or two or three-roomed home of the tene- 
ment, in the street, nickelodeon, cheap theater, saloon or public 
dance hall, or not at all, who can wonder at individual ruin or 
social disaster?" G. E. JOHNSON, 

Superintendent Pittsburg Playgrounds. 

"If the work of the playgrounds, ball fields and gymnasiums 
is observed for any length of time, one cannot escape the con- 
viction that the young folks engaged therein are training for good 
and useful citizenship. Self respect, respect for others, "the 
square deal," loyalty to neighborhood, and even patriotism, are 
being imbibed, not by abstract thinking, but by actual practice 
of these virtues. If young folks can be involved in active rather 
than passive recreation, the tide has, in nearly every case, been 
turned from vicious pastimes to constructive pleasures. The 
colossal danger to the health and morals of young folks in the 
modern city lies in the schemes of passive recreation that are 
presented on all sides. The schemes of recreation carried on for 
young folks in the new parks are all active in character and so 
administered that wholesome pleasure is inevitable. To a vast 
number of people the large city is a lonesome and friendless 
place. To such, the new park is increasingly becoming a com- 
munity center where friendships are formed and where the bet- 
ter attributes of rural community life are afforded in good 
measure." E. B. DeGROOT, 

Director of Playgrounds and Gymnasiums, 
Chicago South Parks. 
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The basic reasons for the playground movement and an indi- 
cation of its important relation to various sociological problems 
will be found in the following "Constructive Creed" of the Play- 
ground Association of America, a body organized "to promote 
normal, wholesome play." 

"1. DEPENDENCY is reduced by giving men more for 
which to live. 

2. DELINQUENCY is reduced by providing a wholesome 
outlet for youthful energy. 

3. TUBERCULOSIS is reduced by building up strong con- 
stitutions through vigorous outdoor life. 

4. The general standard of HEALTH is raised by pleasure- 
able physical activity. 

5. INDUSTRIAL EFFICIENCY is increased by giving in- 
dividuals a play life, which will develop greater resourcefulness 
and adaptability. 

6. The tendency of modern industrialism to crush INDI- 
VIDUALITY is counteracted by increasing the opportunities for 
each person to develop in his leisure hours individual qualities 
not developed in the hours of business. 

7. Higher standards of MORALITY are developed by pro- 
viding good substitutes for undesirable forms of recreation. 

8. GOOD CITIZENSHIP is promoted by forming habits of 
co-operation in play. People who play together find it easier 
to live together. Individuals enjoying a wholesome happy play 
life are more loyal, as well as more efficient citizens. 

9. A broader, more complete, and more VIVID LIFE is 
made possible through play. 

10. FAMILY UNITY is most easily secured when the mem- 
bers of the family have formed the habit of playing together in 
their leisure hours. 

11. COMMUNITY SPIRIT is most easily developed through 
play in which all the members of the community may share. 
Democracy rests on the most firm basis when a community has 
formed the habit of playing together. 
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12. The highest forms of spiritual life are possible only when 
there has been developed a strong play spirit. SOCIAL 
PROGRESS depends upon the extent to which a people possess 
the play spirit." 




LIBRARY AFTERNOON— VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND. 



47 



Digitized by Google 



48 



Digitized by 



Google 



JUmy 
Tel 




July 1st, 1910-June 30th, 1<M1 
July 1st, 1911— June 30th, I'M 2 



tHo th\t becree ti\ai manbinb sljaU faork lax its bailg breab 
is abbeb tlje becree tfyat mankmb sfjall plag, for tlf* salfration of 
botlf its bo&tj anb soul — a becree so inrorouglft fat ti|e berg con- 
stitution of man tfyat tfyere is no greater banger to mankinb, 
especially, in its state of clfilbboob, tljan tlje prebention or mis- 
birertion of play. 

Jttcljarb ;ffiatson (iilber. 



Digitized by Google 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY* 
The Library of the Schools 
•/Landscape Architecture and City ftaaaiBC 




Digitized by Google 



Report t& JJlaggrouttfr Commission for T§ear 
enimtg 3«nc 30, 1911 



Los Angeles, July 1, 1911. 
To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles: 

^ Gentlemen : — 

The Playgrounds of Los Angeles have 
jm closed a very successful year. The various 

#1 activities have continued as in former years, 

4j but these having been described in previous 

^ reports, the present report will deal rather 

with the advance that has been made. 

On April 29th, after seemingly endless de- 
lays in contracts for grading, etc., the Hazard 
Playground was opened. Several thousands 
gathered to the celebration. The afternoon 
opened with appropriate addresses by Com- 
missioner Radford, Mayor Alexander and 
Senator Gates, followed by a series of inter- 
esting games, drills, etc. The Recreation Center Band and Recre- 
ation Center Drum and Bugle Corps furnished the music. 

Hazard Playground contains eleven acres and is well equip- 
ped for the outdoor sports requiring space. It is beautifully 
located and has the extra advantage of adjoining twenty-five 
acres of rolling park land, which the Park Department expects 
soon to landscape. A small field house answers for the purpose 
of dressing rooms, showers, store rooms, etc., but in time it is 
proposed to place a club house for indoor recreation upon the 
hillside overlooking the field. In the meantime, the Board of 
Education has kindly finished a large assembly room in the 
basement of the school-house located on adjacent land, and here 
the indoor activities may be carried on. 

Downey Playground was opened to the public June 24th, 
although formal exercises have been postponed to a future 
date. The three acres contain ball field and play apparatus, also 
a pretty little field house in which are found dressing rooms with 
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lockers, showers, store rooms, a meeting room, and a room for 
resident director. 

The ground was formerly called Downey Avenue Playground, 
as it faced on Downey Avenue. The name of that street, how- 
ever, was changed to North Broadway. As Downey is a well- 
known name in California, it was thought best to retain that 
name, hence the ground is known as the Downey Playground. 

The three older playgrounds, Violet Street, Echo Park and 
Slauson, have had attractive features added this year. At all 
three grounds commodious wading-pools are being installed. 
Sand courts and seats under vine-covered pergolas will add to 
their interest and beauty. At Echo Park Playground, a bun- 
galow for the director's residence has been built. At Slauson 
Playground, a double bowling alley is being installed in the room 
which was provided for that purpose in the club house; on the 
grounds, paved courts and walks have been installed. The 
growth of the trees, vines and plants at all of the grounds has 
added to their attractiveness. 

The principal improvements at the Recreation Center have 
been the changing of the basement store room into a room for 
band practice and for clubs for men, the addition of another 
store room, and the installation of a heating system for the 
building. 

Seven Vacation Playgrounds were operated last summer, those 
at the Thirty-seventh Street School and the Berendo Street 
School having been added. Two more grounds have been equip- 
ped for the coming summer, one at the Fifth Street School, San 
Pedro, and one at the Selma Avenue School, Hollywood, making 
nine Vacation Playgrounds in all. 

The mechanic who has been employed by the Department for 
over two years has saved the city much expense that would other- 
wise have been incurred in the letting out of small contracts. 
He has been able to erect apparatus, to do carpentering, painting 
and all kinds of repair work. There will be a second mechanic 
employed the coming year, thus insuring further economy. 

Preparations have been made for a new department in the 
playground work for the coming vacation, that of maintaining 
a summer camp. The camp will be located at Corona del Mar, 
near Balboa. Here there will be facilities for both bathing and 
boating, for athletics and ''hikes." Boys between the ages of 
twelve and eighteen will be accommodated at first, and later 
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girls will make up the camp. The young people will pay what 
will cover the cost of board. A fund for extra expenses is being 
raised by private subscription. The boys' camp will be ably 
conducted by W. R. Moberly, Manager of the Recreation Cen- 
ter, who has also had experience in camp work, while the girls' 
camp will be conducted by Mrs. Maud W. Hammond, Super- 
visor of Girls' Work. 

The appended tables will show the attendance for the year, also 
donations that have been received and the volunteer workers 
who have helped in conducting playground activities. A great 
many favors have been received that cannot be enumerated. 
The Playground Department wishes to express thanks to all 
who have given aid in any way to the work. 

The Slauson Playground was the recipient of a very beautiful 
gift at the hands of Mrs. Sarah R. Slauson and Mr. James 
S. Slauson. Twenty-one instruments for a brass band were 
furnished to the boys of that playground. The boys organized 
the first of November and have since met twice a week, paying 
a small fee to their instructor. They have made excellent prog- 
ress. By Christmas time, the young men, inspired by the ex- 
ample of the younger boys, assembled a band of eleven pieces to 
meet weekly under the same instructor. 

The Public Library has continued its co-operation with the 
Playground Department in the maintenance of the Playground 




CIRCLE GAME AT DOWNEY PLAYGROUND-OPENING DAY 
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Libraries located at Violet Street and Echo Park Playgrounds 
and at the Recreation Center. Under the excellent management 
of Miss Jennie Dick, the Playground Librarian, the work, as in 
former years, has met with great success. It is anticipated that 
the Public Library will be able to furnish assistance to Miss 
Dick the coming year and enable her to open a Playground 
Library at the Slauson Playground. 

The College Settlement has continued the District Nurses' 
Stations at the Violet Street Playground and the Recreation 
Center with the usual splendid results to the neighborhoods. 

The weekly lecture and entertainment courses were maintained 
all winter at the four centers. The various holidays were also 
celebrated in appropriate manner. The appended table shows 
the special celebrations that were observed at the Slauson Play- 
ground and serves as an example of what took place at all of the 
centers. 

A particularly fine feature of the Slauson Playground is the 
Women's Playground Association, composed of the mothers of 
the neighborhood. There are monthly meetings for programs 
related to the playground work. The Association also has car- 
ried on a large amount of relief work in a quiet way among those 
suffering from misfortune. Rent has been paid, hospital service 
secured, employment found, clothing given, and friendly calls 
made upon the sick, all done in the spirit of neighbor to 
neighbor. 

The Fifth Inter-Playground Field Meet took place at Echo 
Park Playground at the close of summer. The trophy for 
the winning ground was a bronze figure entitled "The Sprinter/' 
awarded by the Los Angeles Examiner. The teams of Echo 
Park Playground won the greatest number of points, so the 
trophy ornaments that club house. Minor trophies were also 
awarded the teams winning in the various events. About 1200 
children took part in the contests and in the folk dances which 
preceded the meet. 

In March the Playground Commission, which had hitherto 
existed by ordinance, became a Charter Commission by the 
adoption of Charter Amendment Number Five. The powers of 
the Commission were not greatly changed. The old Roard of 
Playground Commissioners was nominated by Mayor Alexander, 
but Mr. J. G. Scarbrough found it impossible to serve further, 
and Mr. M. S. Ilellman was appointed in his place. The Board 
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elected Mrs. Willoughby Rodman President for the ensuing year. 
Lots were drawn for term of office with the following result: 
Mr. Hellman for term ending the first Monday in January, 1912; 
Dr. Lamb for term ending the first Monday in January, 1913; 
Mr. Radford for term ending the first Monday in January, 1914; 
Mrs. Rodman and Miss Stoddart for terms ending the first 
Monday in January, 1915. As the Charter Amendment provided 
for a paid Secretary, Miss Stoddart, who had given her services 
since the Commission was formed in 1904, was relieved of that 
set of duties, and Charles S. Lamb, who had served as Director- 
at-Large and had had the bookkeeping of the office, became the 
paid Secretary of the Commission. In May, Dr. W. A. Lamb 
resigned from the Commission, and Richmond Plant was ap- 
pointed in his place. 

The growth of the playground work over the United States 
in the past few years has been most remarkable. The Pacific 
States have shown much activity. The Playground Association 
of California was founded in the fall of 1909 at Fan Fran- 
cisco, Miss Stoddart having suggested such an association to 
the Collegiate Alumnae, which body thereupon called together a 
number of interested people for the purpose of organizing. 

A very successful State Convention was held in San Fran- 
cisco in December of 1910. Los Angeles sent an exhibit and 
the city defrayed Superintendent Raitt's expenses as a dele- 
gate. Mrs. Rodman also attended* and both took part in the 
program. Mr. Oliver W. Best, who formerly conducted Kch ) 
Park Playground with such marked success and later was Super- 
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visor of Boys' Work, became the State Secretary for the Play- 
ground Association of California. The work was progressing 
rapidly when illness caused his resignation. A meeting of the 
members of the State Board took place in May at the Recreation 
Center, when the President, Miss Ethel Moore of Oakland, 
and members from San Diego, Santa Barbara, Pasadena and 
Los Angeles attended, also visitors from the San Francisco and 
Berkeley Playground Commissions. 

During the year, in response to a demand for leadership, the 
Playground Association of America has placed four field secre- 
taries in different sections of the United States. Mr. L. H. Weir 
came to give his services to the region west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains in February, stopping to see the work in Los Angeles upon 
his arrival in the field. The Playground Association of California 
is now considering the merging of its work into that of the 
National Association. 

The present problem of the playground movement is that of 
play leadership. While communities everywhere are awakening 
to the desirability of securing playgrounds and having them well 
equipped, from every section comes the cry that a sufficient 
number of properly trained men and women to take charge of 
the grounds cannot be found. The University of California is 
helping to adjust this matter. Two years ago a playground 
course was instituted there, and last year the Summer School 
also began a department for those wishing to study playground 
work. 

Owing to the difficulty this department has encountered in se- 
curing trained workers for the Vacation Playgrounds, the Civil 
Service Department this year exempted Vacation Attendants 
from its examinations, and the Playground Department insti- 
tuted a course in play for all who wished to apply for summer 
positions. This course was very successfully conducted by the 
Supervisor of Boys' Work, Mr. Charles Miller, and the Super- 
visor of Girls' Work, Mrs. Maud W. Hammond. There were 
fifteen men and forty-six women who entered the course, and 
theoretical and practical work was given at the Recreation Center 
two evenings a week from May 18th to June 15th. An exam- 
ination was then held and those standing highest received ap- 
pointments as Vacation Attendants. For the remaining two 
weeks before the opening of the Vacation Playgrounds, the ap- 
pointees received instructions or had practice teaching upon the 
regular playgrounds twice a week. 

8 



Digitized by Google 



The work of the men and women directors on the permanent 
playgrounds is difficult, as directors must not only be active in 
outdoor athletics, but also be prepared for leadership in indoor 
recreation as conducted in the club houses. They must have the 
qualities of the settlement headworker. To secure and to retain 
service of value, it is necessary to make the salaries for these 
positions somewhat proportionate to the requirements. Intelli- 
gence, executive ability and leadership are as necessary for suc- 
cess with the playground director as with the school principal, 
and, when practicable, the salaries should be made to correspond. 

The past year the city was unable to furnish funds for the 
improvement of the playground at Exposition Park, but it is 
hoped that in the coming year, the city and county may be able 
to undertake what was planned for this year. 

The Commission would recommend that, when feasible, a 
permanent playground site be secured at San Pedro. 

The Commission would also recommend that at Terminal 
Island, where the city owns a waterfront that is continually 
gaining by accretion, a beach playground be established in the 
future. New York and Boston have had to purchase seashore 
recreation grounds at enormous cost, and Los Angeles should 
profit by their experience. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bessie D. Stoddart, 
Playground Commissioner. 




4 A LITTLE GARDENER 
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DONATIONS 



VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND: 

Christmas tree — Park Department. 
Christmas candy — Kahn-Beck Co. 
Christmas candy — Ebell Club. 

$5.00 for Christmas celebration — Miss Florence Moore. 
$5.00 for Christmas celebration — J. D. Hooker. 

Telephones, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. and Tel. Company 
and Home Tel. and Tel. Co. 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND: 

20 lbs. Christmas candy — Bishop and Co. 

15 lbs. Easter candy — Mr. Fred Eaton, "Eaton's Pharmacy." 

Christmas tree — Park Department. 

Sprinkling field — Street Department. 

Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. and Tel. Co. 
RECREATION CENTER: 

Christmas tree — Mr. Bernard Healy. 

Telephones, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. and Tel. Co. and 
Home Tel. and Tel. Co. 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND: 

Christmas tree — Park Department. 
Pennant (Soccer League) — A. G. Spalding and Bros. 
Three pennants (Baseball League) — Mr. J. E. McCarthy. 
Twenty-one band instruments — Mrs. Sarah R. Slauson and Mr. 
James S. Slauson. 

Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. and Tel. Co. 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND: 

Beach sand, 15 cubic yards — Pacific Electric Railway Company. 
Grading, teaming and labor by chain gang — Street Department. 
Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. and Tel. Co. 

DOWNEY PLAYGROUND: 

Beach sand, 15 cubic yards — Pacific Electric Railway Company. 
Grading, teaming and labor by chain gang — Street Department. 
Telephone, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. and Tel. Co. 

VACATION PLAYGROUNDS: 

Aid in erecting apparatus at Thirty-seventh Street School, Berendo 
Street School, Fifth Street School, San Pedro; Selma Ave. School, 
Hollywood — School Department. 

GENERAL: 

Trophy, bronze figure "The Sprinter," Inter-Playground Field Meet 
— Los Angeles Examiner. 
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Silver trophy cup, Inter- Playground Field Meet — Brock & Feagans. 
Silver trophy cup, Inter- Playground Field Meet — Donavan and Sea- 
mans Co. 

Copper trophy cup, Inter-Playground Field Meet — S. Nordlinger & 
Sons. 

Four pennants, Inter- Playground Field Meet — Wm. H. Hoegee Co. 
Four pennants, Inter-Playground Field Meet — Dyas-Cline Co. 
Three pennants, Inter- Playground Field Meet — A. G. Spalding & 
Bros. 

Four cars for transportation of children, Inter- Playground Field 
Meet — Mr. Howard E. Huntington, Los Angeles Pacific Co. 

Three cars for transportation of children, Inter- Playground Field 
Meet — Mr. Joseph McMillan, Pacific Electric Ry. Co. 

Tennis balls — Mr. Sinsabaugh. 

Loan of pictures, Echo Park and Slauson Playgrounds and Recrea- 
tion Center — Circulating Art Cabinet, Civic Association. 

$6.15 towards Field Meet buttons — Playground Commission and 
Superintendent. 

$25 for Fourth of July celebration — City Council. 

Thirty-six used street brooms — Street Department. 

Trees and plants for Arbor Day celebrations — Park Department. 

Telephones, office, one-half business rates — Pacific Tel. and Tel. Co., 
Home Tel. and Tel. Co. 

Daily papers — Times, Examiner, Herald, Express, at Violet Street 
and Echo Park Playgrounds and Recreation Center. 




BOYS' GAME- VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 
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VOLUNTEER WORKERS 



VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 

Miss Edith Silkworth Folk dancing and dramatics 

fMiss Olive Ruhland Kindergarten games 

tMiss Edith Cole Kindergarten games 

Miss Lora Kneclet Kindergarten games 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND 

♦Miss Georgina M. White Scrapbook making 

fMiss Cora Glass Dramatics 

fMiss Ray Crew Story telling 

tMiss Strathearn General assistance 

♦Miss Olive Long Folk dancing 

tMiss Jessie Harmon Athletics 

Miss Elizabeth Cullen Ring games 

♦Miss Mindy Hildman Gardening 

RECREATION CENTER 

Mr. John Schilz Bowling alley 

♦Miss Gertrude Hewlett Games 

tMiss PurJe Gillette Folk dancing 

Mr. J. E. McCarthy Bowling alley 

Miss Strathearn Gymnastics 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 

tMiss Lottie Lawrence Ring games 

♦Miss Adelia McDearmon Games and story telling 

♦Mr. Edgar S. Smith Junior games 

tMiss Louise Draper Dramatics 

Mrs. Bertha Mills Drills and folk dancing 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND 

Miss Grace E. Duncan General assistance 

♦Miss Claire Hart Niles General assistance 

♦Miss Myra Burjee General assistance 

Miss Sarah Crookshanks General assistance 

UTAH VACATION PLAYGROUND 

Miss Frank Story telling 

Miss Joslin Sewing 

♦Student of State Normal School. Received credit for playground 
work. 

tStudent of Cumnock School of Expression. Received credit for 
playground work. 

14 
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SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 

The following list of special celebrations took place in addition to 
the regular weekly entertainments. Similar celebrations took place 
at the other playgrounds. 

Hallowe'en party, given by Senior Boys' Club and Senior Girls' Club, 
October 31st. 

Thanksgiving celebrations, given by Women's Club and Girls' Club, 
November 23 and 24. Addresses. Concert by children. 

Minstrel entertainment, given by Dramatic Club, November 26th. 

Christmas tree party, given by Senior girls, December 24, afternoon. 
Given to children under ten. 

Christmas tree party, given by Senior boys, December 24, evening. 
Given to children over ten. 

Princess Chrysanthemum Operetta, given by all clubs, January 11th. 
Fifty took part. Pay entertainment — met expenses. 

Washington's Birthday Festival, given by all clubs, February 22d. 
Flag raising, band concert, races, ball game. 

Arbor Day program, given by all clubs, March 17th. Tree planting 
on playground by all the schools in vicinity. Addresses by children and 
principals. 

Annual banquet to commemorate opening of playground, given by 
Women's Club, assisted by all other clubs, March 18th, evening. One 
hundred and fifty men and women present. Guests included Mayor, 
Councilmen, Playground Commissioners, neighborhood ministers and 
principals. Program of music by Boys' Band, addresses, etc. 

May Festival, given by all clubs, May 6th, afternoon. Baby show, 
band concert, Maypole dance. 

Little Red Riding Hood Operetta, given by boys and girls; after- 
noon on grounds, evening in club house. May 6th. One hundred and 
twelve took part. 

Annual vaudeville entertainment, given by boys and girls, May 27th. 
All clubs participated. Pay entertainment. Funds met expenses of 
future entertainments and secured dishes for club house. 

Choral Society concert, given by Choral Class, June 17th. Class of 
men and women organized April 10th. 
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PLAYGROUND ATTENDANCE 



Playgrounds Male Female Baths Time Operated. 

Violet Street 30,194 22,811 377 July 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911 

(12 months) 

Echo Park 63,132 48,783 1,237 July 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911 

(12 months) 

Recreation Center 24,933 10,406 4,520 July 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911 

(12 months) 

Slauson 60,612 25,231 2,165 July 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911 

(12 months) 

Hazard 12,896 6,809 Apr. 29, 1911, to June 30, 1911 

(2 months) 

Downey 1,168 908 147 June 24, 1911, to June 30, 1911 

(7 days) 



Vacation 
Playgrounds. 

Castelar St. School 4,096 2,471 855 July 5, 1910, to Sept. 10, 1910 



Utah St " 7,757 5.309 1,181 July 5. 1910, to Sept. 10, 1910 

14th St " 3,356 4,336 360 July 5, 1910, to Sept. 10, 1910 

San Pedro St. " 4,936 3,233 July 5, 1910, to Sept. 10, 1910 

30th St " 7,301 4,688 412 July 5, 1910, to Sept. 10, 1910 

37th St " 4,151 4,212 July 5, 1910, to Sept. 10, 1910 

Berendo St. " 6,415 4,726 July 5, 1910, to Sept. 10, 1910 



Totals 231,047 144,424 11,254 
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LITTLE FOLKS 
DOWNEY PLAYGROUND 
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^Report of |Jlaggrmmii (^txxtamssim for 'gear 
tttimtg Hluwc 30, 1912. 

Los Angeles, July 1, 1912. 
To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles: 
Gentlemen : 

The work of the playgrounds has de- 
veloped in several directions during the past 
year. 

The six permanent playgrounds, Violet 
Street, Echo Park, Recreation Center, Slau- 
son, Hazard and Downey, have engaged in 
a large number of activities, outdoor and 
indoor. 

Two new Vacation Playgrounds were 
added last summer, one at Hollywood and 
one at San Pedro, making nine Vacation 
Playgrounds conducted by the Playground 
Department upon school grounds. 
A delightful Playground Camp was conducted last summer, 
for the first time, and proved so successful that preparations have 
been made for another camp for the coming summer. 

A second Playground Course was conducted for students dur- 
ing the spring. 

The accompanying tables and the Superintendent's report will 
show in detail the development along these lines. 

As to the material developemnt, the great factor for this year 
has been the commencement of improvements -at Exposition 
Park Playground. Within the speedway at Exposition Park 
some forty-three acres are being graded and equipped for a great 
athletic field. There will be facilities fcr baseball, cricket, foot- 
ball, basketball, hockey, lacrosse, bowling on the green, field events 
and other activities. The land belongs to the State and has been 
leased to the city by the Sixth District Agricultural Association 
for a period of fifty years, with the privilege of a fifty years* 
renewal. As the field is designed for the use of teams and in- 
dividuals from the entire county, the County Supervisors have 
appropriated $15,000 for equipment, which the Playground Com- 
mission will add to the city's appropriation. 

It is anticipated that besides athletic sports and meets, great 
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festivals and pageants will be held here. There is under con- 
templation a plan for sinking the westerly third of the area and 
constructing here a great amphitheatre where thousands may 
witness games and festivals. 

Besides the forty-three-acre tract, there is a ten-acre tract of 
land lying just across the speedway, which the city is acquiring by 
condemnation, the surrounding district to pay the cost. A tun- 
nel under the speedway will connect the two areas. In the ten 
acres will be placed a complete playground for children, also 
locker and shower buildings for those using the athletic field. 
In addition, the plan for the future calls for gymaasium and club 
house facilities and outdoor pktnge. 

Altogether, in time to come, this great recreational plant will 
doubtless equal the model play centers of Chicago. 

Owing to lack of funds, there have been but few additional 
outlays during the past year. 

The Department moved from its one-room headquarters to 
three rooms, which were renovated. 

At Violet Street Playground the capacity of the locker and 
shower house was doubled. At Echo Park Playground a general 
store room and a workshop for the two mechanics, were placed 
in the basement of the club house. At Hazard Playground the 
assembly room of the nearby school-house, through arrange- 
ments with the Board of Education, was fitted up for social uses 
until a club house may be built. Here a playground branch 
library has been opened. At Slauson Playground a double bowl- 
ing alley was installed in the club house. 

An automobile has been purchased to facilitate generally the 
work of the Department. A circuit, including all of the year- 
round playgrounds, is twenty-five miles in length. 

Some of the salaries of the Department were increased the past 
year, and others will be increased for the coming year, so that 
the remuneration is becoming better fitted to the work that is 
demanded. The salaries are still far lower, however, than those 
paid by the schools for work requiring similar ability and prep- 
aration. 

In September, Mrs. Rodman, who was about to make an ex- 
tended tour, was granted a six months' leave of absence, which 
was renewed in March for another six months. On her return, 
she will report upon what she has observed along lines of recrea- 
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tional facilities in the countries visited. Miss Stoddart was elect- 
ed President, vice Mrs. Rodman, resigned. 

In January, Dr. J. E. Cowles became a member of the Play- 
ground Commission, vice M. S. Hellman, who was unable to 
serve another term. 

The Playground Department has received this year, as in 
years gooe by, many gifts and favors from the hands of those 
interested in the work. The appended list of donations shows 
the many friends who have helped, and to these, and to all our 
aiders and well-wishers, we wish to express our appreciation. 

To facilitate the work of the Slauson Playground Library, 
Mr. James S. Slauson and his mother, Mrs. Sarah R. Slauson, 
gave to that branch a beautiful collection of books. There were 
482 volumes in all, 343 of which were juvenile. All these books 
were carefully selected by the Playground Librarian, Miss Jennie 
Dick. The pleasure and benefit which this gift is affording can- 
not be estimated. 

Mr. Slauson and Mrs. Slauson also gave a handsome coffee 
urn. for use at the frequent large social gatherings in the club 
house. 

With the inauguration of a summer camp, it was found neces- 
sary to rely upon private subscriptions for that part of the sup- 
port which the city or the young people visiting the camp could 
not furnish. Many generous friends helped to make the camp 
possible last year, and similar aid is being given for the coming 
summer. The appended tables show in detail how last year's 
camp was financed. The Department feels very grateful to 
those who, through their kindly interest, make this important 
feature of the playground work feasible. 

There is great need in Los Angeles for public baths. The 
Playground Department hoped it might be able to meet this 
need the coming fiscal year, and asked for an appropriation of 
$50,000 to build a bath-house and plunge. It was proposed to 
place this on city land lying opposite Downey Playground. Sev- 
eral years ago part of the original Downey Playground was 
traded by the Council for this land, in order to provide a proper 
bridge terminus. The city was not in a position to make the 
appropriation, but it is hoped that in the near future this plan 
tray be carried out. 

In time to come, swimming pools should be features of many 
of the playgrounds. With our warm, dry climate, there is noth- 
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ing that appeals so greatly to the boys. These pools could be 
outdoors, and could be used most of the year. 

Los Angeles, like Chicago, should have such pools to take 
the place of "the old swimmin'-hole" immortalized by James 
Whitcomb Riley. 



Oh! the old swimmin-'holc! vvhare the crick so still and deep 
Looked like a baby-river that was laying half asleep, 
And the gurgle of the vvorter round the drift jest below 
Sounded like the laugh of something we onc't ust to know 
Before we could remember anything but the eyes 
Of the angels lookin' out as we left Paradise; 
But the merry days of youth is beyond our controle, 
And it's hard to part fercver with the old swimmin'-hole. 

Oh! the old swimmin'-hole! In the long, lazy days 
When the hum-drum of school made so many run-a-ways. 
How plesant was the jurney down the old dusty lane, 
VVhare the tracks of our bare feet was all printed so plane 
You could tell by the dent of the heel and the sole 
They was lots o' fun on hands at the old swimmin'-hole. 
But the lost joys is past! Let your tears in sorrow roll 
Like the rain that ust to dapple up the old swimmin'-hole." 
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At Terminal Island there is an opportunity for one of the 
finest beach playgrounds in the country. The Los Angeles 
Harbor Department has in mind the building of a bulkhead that 
will permit of the reclaiming of some 573 acres of land along 
the waterfront owned by the city. A large part of this big 
tract could be converted into a splendid park and playground, 
with facilities for athletics and for water sports of all kinds. 

The Playground Commission recommends the purchase of 
land for a playground at San Pedro as soon as feasible. This 
site should be secured before the harbor city grows to a great 
size, and before real estate values are prohibitive. 

The demands for local play centers are still pouring in from 
every part of Los Angeles. The dream of the Department is that 
at some future date the whole field may be covered, and that 
every man, woman and child may be within walking distance of 
a playground. 

In November, a playground and recreation institute was held 
in Los Angeles for the first time. This took place under the 
auspices of the Playground and Recreation Association of Amer- 
ica, although the Los Angeles Playground Department, assisted 
by the Pasadena Playground Department, was responsible for the 
general arrangements and support of the Institute. Much in- 
terest was shown, and delegates came representing various 
municipal departments, clubs and other organizations of many 
communities in California. Quite a delegation attended from 
the playground departments of the San Francisco Bay cities. 
Through the courtesy of the Young Men's Christian Association, 
the sessions were held in that building. One of the principal 
speakers was E. B. De Groot of Chicago, well known as one of 
the leading recreation experts of the country. San Francisco 
and Seattle joined with Los Angeles in bringing Mr. De Groot 
to the coast for a series of meetings. L. H. Weir, Pacific Coast 
Field Secretary of the Playground and Recreation Association 
of America, also took part. Reports were brought from various 
cities, and many interesting papers were read and topics dis- 
cussed. On one evening the women physical directors of a 
number of Los Angeles schools gave a beautiful exhibition of 
folk and aesthetic dances, which was followed by a series of 
charming old Spanish California dances given by Spanish Cali- 
fornians. On another evening, a banquet was held at the Alex- 
andria Hotel. One afternoon was devoted to an automobile tour 
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of the Los Angeles playgrounds. Another afternoon was spent 
in visiting Carmelita Playground, Pasadena, where an interest- 
ing program was given. On the last afternoon, a great play 
festival was held at Echo Park Playground, with all the play- 
grounds and many schools taking part in games, dances and 
playground activities. During the institute, an exhibit of the 
recreation work of the coast was on view. Altogether the in- 
stitute was pronounced most interesting and helpful, demonstrat- 
ing, as it did, modern playground methods and general recrea- 
tional progress. 

For the State Charities and Corrections Conference, held last 
October in San Francisco, a map was prepared, showing recrea- 
tional facilities in Los Angeles. The students of the University 
of Southern California, as part of their class work in sociology 
under Dr. Emory S. Bogardus, collected the data, and the Play- 
ground Department made up the map. Playgrounds, parks, 
schools, libraries, churches, Y. M. C. A.'s, Y. W. C. A.'s, settle- 
ments, and all public and semi-public institutions which afford 
recreation in some degree, were noted — likewise the places which 
afford commercial recreation, such as theatres, motion picture 
shows, penny arcades, dance halls, skating rinks, pool rooms, 
saloons, etc.* 

Such a map makes graphic indeed the pressing need for a 
larger number of well supervised public centers, where adults as 
well as children may find the kind of recreation that actually 



*Dr. Bogardus made the following classification of what was found 
in Los Angeles in November, 1911: 

I. Institutions offering socialized recreation: 

1. Offering socialized recreation as a primary function: 

Playgrounds, settlements, Y. M. C. A.'s, Y. W. C. A.'s 18 

2. Offering socialized recreation as a secondary function: 



II. Institutions offering commercialized amusement: 
1. Of an active order: 

Skating rinks, shooting galleries, bowling alleys, social 



Schools, churches, parks 



424 



dance halls, billiard halls. 
Licenses— $40,752. 



193 



2. Of a passive order: 

Motion picture and vaudeville theaters, liquor hotels, 
cafe restaurants, saloons 



322 



Licenses — $322,440. 
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re-creates. The great mass of amusement that is controlled 
commercially is of the passive kind, not the active kind which 
stimulates individual expression. The modern industrial city 
hasHvorked out many mechanical problems, but there has grown 
up with that city the human problem of providing for its people 
opportunities for healthful exercise and wholesome social inter- 
course. The old American village, with its homesteads and 
neighborhood traditions, its atmosphere of congenial work and 
spontaneous play, is giving way to the great city, where tran- 
sients of many nationalities shift about in cramped, rented quar- 
ters, and engage in monotonous industries. If the city would 
conserve the health, the mental alertness and the moral vigor of 
this population, it must provide for the people's leisure time the 
needed opportunities for play life — for expression in art — for 
social contact. The object of a municipal recreation department, 
therefore, must be to provide recreation, not only for the child, 
but for the family as a whole. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bessie D. Stoddart, 
President Playground Commission. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



Los Angeles, July 1, 1912. 



T o the Board of Playground Commissioners of the City of Los 
Angeles: 



growth is a result of continual and untiring efforts on the part 
of the Playground Commissioners and employees, the co-opera- 
tion of city officials, the interest of the general public, and the 
provision of more well-equipped and properly supervised play- 
grounds. 

Beginning in 1905 with one playground and one employee, the 
Department now has six playgrounds open throughout the year, 
nine vacation playgrounds, and a summer camp. The staff of 
employees now consists of a superintendent, a secretary, two 
supervisors, twelve directors, twenty vacation directors, ten 
substitute directors, one manager of Recreation Center, one 
accompanist, two mechanics, one gardener, seven caretakers, and 
two vacation caretakers. 

Emphasis during the year has been laid upon the perfecting 
of the actual working system instead of upon the material ad- 
vancement. This has resulted in a marked improvement, which is 
shown by increased attendance, greater interest on the part of 
the directors, and keener appreciation of the opportunities offered 
on the part of the patrons. 

To provide properly for the play life of the children and the 
recreation of the adults in neighborhoods where our playgrounds 
are located, the directors, aided by the supervisors, have made 
a particular study of the local problems. As a result of this 
study, a general scheme of work has been planned and on each 




There has been a steady 
growth each year for the past 
seven years in the amount and 
quality of work carried on by the 
Playground Department. This 



As Superintendent, I herewith 
submit for your consideration a 
summary of the work carried on 
by the Playground Department 
during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1912. 



Ladies and Gentlemen: 
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playground there are offered numerous interesting and attractive 
activities, so regulated as to afford opportunity for all to take 
part. 

Each playground is practically divided into three play spaces, 
one for large boys, one for large girls, and one for small chil- 
dren. In addition to this division of space it has been found 
advisable to grade, the children, according to age and ability, into 
four groups — kindergarten, juniors,, intermediates, and seniors. 
The directors give their, personal attention to each group for a 
certain period every day, and at the same time keep a close 
watch on the other visitors. This system permits of organized 
and definite work. 

Active plays and games, alternating with quiet games and 
certain forms of handicraft work, occupy the time of the children. 
The small boys and girls play kindergarten games, use the 
simpler apparatus, and enjoy to the fullest extent the wading 
pool, the sand courts and building blocks. Story telling, paper 
cutting and scrap-book work also interest them. 

The older girls are interested to a certain extent in the play 
apparatus, but most of their time is occupied with field games, 
such as croquet, tennis, volley ball, basketball and playground 
ball. Each year the game of playground ball is becoming more 




MAY FESTIVAL-HAZARD PLAYGROUND 
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popular, and in a short time this game may be to the girls 
what baseball is to the boys. 

The large boys are kept busy with the more active games, such 
as soccer football, tennis, handball, playground ball and base- 
ball. The outdoor gymnasium is used for play and the perform- 
ance of "stunts." In order to maintain the interest and en- 
thusiasm of the boys, local leagues are organized, athletic meets 
are conducted, and teams travel to other grounds to compete. 
Saturday is usually a big day for match games. These games 
attract many visitors and provide good wholesome amusement 
during leisure hours. 

Legal holidays are celebrated at each playground in a manner 
suitable to the occasion. 

The annual Play Festival occurred the afternoon of April 27th 
at Hazard Playground. A very interesting program was pre- 
sented. In the opening scene the queen of the fairies touched 
baskets of flowers with her magic wand and brought forth six 
other little fairies. These represented the six playgrounds, and 
in turn each fairy led forth the pageant that was presented by 
her playground. There were a king and queen of May, fairies 
and attendants in each group, and the arrangement of each 
group was both original and artistic. The kings and queens were 
crowned and from their six thrones witnessed the festival of folk 
dances and May-day sports which followed. At the close of 
the afternoon a beautiful May-pole dance was presented, in which 
some four hundred and fifty children and women danced around 
twenty-two May-poles. In all, approximately two thousand per- 
sons took part and five thousand spectators witnessed the festival. 
It was very gratifying to see so many adults taking part. 

The success of this festival was due to the careful planning of 
Mrs. Hammond, Supervisor of Girls' Work, and the co-operation 
of the directors and participants. 

For weeks mothers had joined with their children in working 
out original displays for each home ground. Streamers and 
costumes were made, each ground using its own particular color. 
These rainbow tints, combined with white, and with green, the 
general playground color, added beauty to the spectacle. 

Hazard Playground, situated among the hills, is admirably 
fitted for such occasions and all that is needed to make it ideal 
is the planting of trees and shrubbery. 

On May 10th the Department entered in the Shriners' parade a 
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float which represented a small playground in action. Many 
children, swinging, see-sawing, sliding and playing in the sand, 
gave life and action to the display. 

A new and interesting feature has been the organization of 
Mothers' Play Clubs on the various playgrounds. These clubs 
meet once a week and under the leadership of the woman direc- 
tor, the mothers swing, teeter, slide, take a turn on the giant 
stride, dance, sew, do fancy work, play ball, and even in some 
cases wade in the wading pool. After a strenuous morning, 
luncheon is served, and a pleasant hour is spent in discussing 
matters of interest to the club. The babies are brought along and 
seem to enter into the spirit of the occasion. 

Tramping excursions into the country or nearby mountains 
have been added to the long list of activities. Several such trips 
have been taken during the year and have proven very popular. 

I wish to make particular mention of the evening work for 
adults. This work has advanced rapidly during the year. Sev- 
eral very progressive organizations have been established and 
it is gratifying to see the interest and enthusiasm with which the 
members enter into their work. There are young ladies' clubs, 
mothers' clubs, parents' clubs, young men's city clubs, dramatic, 
swimming and athletic clubs, also cooking, sewing and gymnas- 
ium classes, and boys' bands and orchestras. These organiza- 
tions have from twelve to one hundred and fifty members each 




MEETING OF THE VARIOUS MOTHERS' PLAY CLUBS AT SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 
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and meetings are held regularly in the various playground club 
houses. 

The club houses are also used extensively for social dances 
under proper supervision, evening socials and parties, lectures 
and entertainments. On holidays, such as Christmas, New Year's 
day, Washington's Birthday, etc., the people of the neighborhood 
provide their own entertainment. Many outsiders have assisted 
in making these affairs very attractive. Lectures and entertain- 
ments are open to the public, but club meetings, dances, socials 
and parties are restricted to the clubs and their particular inter- 
ested groups. The privileges, however, are open to outside 
groups as well as to the playground organizations. 

During July, August and part of September, nine Vacation 
Playgrounds were operated on school grounds by this Depart- 
ment. This work was started in 1906 with three such grounds 
and gradually others were added. These have been equipped 
at an expense to this Department of about $400 each where 
play equipment was lacking. The school yard playgrounds, 
though in many ways inadequate, offer opportunities for play and 
recreation. Games, sports, story telling and handicrafts make up 
the activities of the Vacation Playground. On each ground, as 
with the regular playgrounds, a man and a woman director have 
charge of the work. These same grounds are kept open for play 
purposes during the school term by the Board of Education. 

Another feature of last summer's work was the camp for boys 
and girls at Corona del Mar. The site was beautifully locate r1 
on the high bluffs overlooking Balboa Bav and the ocean. Hen* 
there was oooortunitv for swimming:, boating and other athletic 
sports. Three outings of two weeks each were given to the boys, 
and one outing of two weeks to the girls. The average number 
of boys at camo was 3", and the girls numbered 30. The charge 
for each person, including transportation, was $5.50. The entire 
cost of the camp was greater than the amount collected from the 
patrons. This difference was raised by private subscription. 
The expenses of a number of bovs and girls who were unable 
to pay for the outing, or who could pay only in part, were met 
by this private subscrintion fund. Arrangements have been mad** 
to establish our next camn in the mountains. \n ideal location 
some fifteen miles up the San Gabriel Canyon has been selected. 

The library work, which is conducted in the club houses at the 
various playgrounds, under the management of the Library 
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Board, has met with very great success. The older Branch 
Libraries at Violet Street and Echo Park Playgrounds and Re- 
creation Center have continued their excellent service, and other 
branches have been established at Slauson Playground and at 
Hazard Playground during the year. 

The shower baths on each ground have been used very ex- 
tensively during the year. At each playground there is oppor- 
tunity for hot and cold showers, with the exception of Hazard, 
where only cold showers are provided. Soap and towels are 
furnished by the Department. During the summer months the 
bathing facilities are taxed to the utmost. In many cases, during 
warm weather, the children's wading pools "by accident" have 
been used as swimming pools. Judging from the use of these 
facilities provided on the playgrounds, and of certain mud-holes 
in the Los Angeles River, I would hardly venture to say what 
would happen to a real, good, public swimming-hole, if such a 
thing were ever opened to the public. 

At Violet Street Playground and Recreation Center special 
rooms are provided as stations for the District Nurses. District 
nursing, under the excellent management of the College Settle- 
ment, has been conducted in these neighborhoods since the open- 
ing of the grounds, with headquarters in the rooms mentioned. 
This arrangement works to good advantage from the standpoint 
of both departments. In addition to this, the nurses of the Health 
Department, during summer months, take charge of the girls' 
baths at the regular playgrounds, and at the vacation play- 
grounds, where showers are provided. They also give profes- 
sional service where needed. 

In the past it has been very difficult to secure trained and ex- 
perienced workers to take charge of our vacation playgrounds. 
With this in mind, the Department, for the past two years, has 
conducted free a practical playground course for the training 
of summer workers. This spring the course covered a period of 
four months. Classes were held at the Recreation Center one 
and two evenings each week, and students were required to do 
practice work on the regular playgrounds. One hundred and 
six women and twenty-four men entered, and from these, twenty- 
five were selected as directors. The course, under the leadership 
of our two supervisors, Mr. Miller and Mrs. Hammond, proved 
to be of great value to the Department. The Civil Service De- 
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partment has exempted vacation directors from their list, owing 
to the short time of service each year. 

The greatest problem that we have to contend with is the 
securing and keeping in the service of trained, experienced and 
efficient workers. This problem will never be solved until the 
Department pays salaries commensurate with the work expected. 
Provision should also be made whereby the workers will receive 
an increase each year, according to amount and kind of service 
rendered. The recent salary increase is a start in the right 
direction. 

The Department, aided by subscriptions from the Commission- 
ers and workers, has purchased many excellent books and sub- 
scribed for interesting magazines relating to play and recreation. 
These books are used extensively by the directors and others 
interested in the work. This collection is the most complete 
of its kind in the city. 

During the year, the supervisors have held weekly meetings 
with, .the .directors, and have kept in close touch with the work 
on the various playgrounds. A monthly conference of com- 
missioners, workers, volunteers and interested parties has been 
called for educational and social purposes. On these occasions, 
matters of interest are discussed, supper is served, and usually 
the evening closes with music, dancing, or some other form of 
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entertainment. The playground workers have formed an organ- 
ization with the object of continuing this work in a systematic 
way. ] - : ■ r ' 1 

The residence of the director on the playground has my strong 
endorsement. This feature, I believe, is one of the greatest 
factors for success in the work. The director shows greater 
interest in the general care of the ground, and destruction of 
property is prevented. It gives opportunity for a very close 
study of neighborhood conditions, permits of social visits both 
on the part of the director and neighbor, and generally gives 
the touch of home life to the playground. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles B. Raitt, 

Superintendent. 
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July 1, 1912 



Violet Street Playground - - 



Echo Park Playground 



Recreation Center 



Slauson Playground 



Hazard Playground 



Downey Playground 



j H. E. Trotter 

} Mary W. Blanch ARr 

j Francis L. Daugherty 
) Edna S. Best 

j C. H. Blesse 
( Ruth Willard 

J Joseph E. McCarthy 
! Mrs. Anna L. Steinman 

J W. C. McLellan 
( Virginia A. Idso 

J Joseph H. Nill 
( Clara Foglesong 



Supervisor of Boys' Work, 
Charles Miller 

Supervisor of Girls' Work, 
Mrs. Maud Wessel Hammond 
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NEAR PLAYGROUND CAMP Of 1912 
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CAMP STATEMENT 
Summed of 1911. 



Received — 



Collected from campers $ 699.80 

Donations 424.14 

Refunds 41.25 

From City 50.52 



Total received $1,215.71 

Paid— 

, From From 

Camp Fund City Fund 

Dishes and utensils $ 42.66 

Edibles 552.45 

Freight and drayage 29.63 

Fuel and lighting 13.14 

Labor 5.75 

Telephone 3.25 

Transportation 133.10 

Salaries (extra) 214.71 

Miscellaneous 43.00 

Rentals 127.50 

Printing 



$30.53 
10.74 
9.25 



$1,165.19 $50.52 



Total paid 

Number of campers, 149. 



..$1,215.71 




DINNER TIME AT GIRLS' PLAYGROUND CAMP-COEONA DEL MAR 
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DONATIONS 



It is impossible to give in full the many favors shown to the 
playgrounds. In connection with Play Festivals, Christmas en- 
tertainments and various other celebrations, there have been 
donations too numerous to state, coming from the people of the 
neighborhood, from the workers, or from outside friends. Many 
articles have also been loaned. In connection with the Saturday 
night lecture and entertainment courses carried on at the various 
club houses, the department also has had the services of countless 
friends to the playground cause. The following list is, therefore, 
but a partial one of favors received : 

VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND: 

Twelve baseball finger mitts — Dyas-Cline Co. 

Christmas provisions — Hassayampa Market, Mr. O. Davis, Wilson 
Bros. Co. 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND: 

Magazines for Library — Miss Amy Dunn. 
Four sets "Yoo Pla"— Mr. Nix. 
One gymnasium mat — Dr. Francis Kellogg. 

Christmas candy — A. R. Barnebee, Fred M. Eaton, C H. Hartman, 
R. W. Neel, Mr. Taylor. 

Other Christmas donations — Current Events Club, Athletic Club, 
Miss Jennie Dick, Miss Margaret Both wick, Miss Marion Clark, 
Rosecrans Club. 

Baseball pennant — Mr. F. S. Daugherty. 

RECREATION CENTER: 

Sewing materials — Mrs. \ :mde venter. 
Clothing — Mrs. Seward. 

Contributions towards Christmas entertainment and May Festival — 
Mrs. C. D. Willard, Miss Fye, Miss Dick, Mrs. Obertin and patrons of 
the Recreation Center. 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND: 

Gong — Mr. J. E. McCarthy. 
Gold baby ring — Feagans & Co. 

Contributions towards Christmas entertainment — Miss Dick, Veritas 
Club, Big Brothers' Club, Mrs. Hickman, Mrs. Schefer. 
Lumber for table — Shultz Lumber Co. 
Services, making table — W. H. Gould. 

482 volumes for Library — Mrs. Sarah R. Slauson, Mr. James S. Slau- 

son. 

Coffee urn — Mrs. Sarah R. Slauson, Mr. James S. Slauson. 

DOWNEY PLAYGROUND: 

Pennant— Mr. H. D. Beck. 
Pennant — Mr. Chas. Miller. 
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Gas burner plate — Mrs. Carrigan. 

Rent of piano, $9 — Patrons and directors. 

Contributions towards Christmas entertainment — Fisher Preserving 
Co., H. D. Beck, Miss Foglesong, and patrons of the Playground. 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND: 

$3.85 for Christmas candy — Parents and children of Playground. 

VACATION GROUNDS: 

Fourteenth St. Pennant — A. G. Spalding & Bros. 
Castelar St. Concert — Examiner's Newsboys' Band. 
Selma Ave. Phonograph concert — Mr. D. M. Bower* 

SUMMER CAMP OF 1911: 

$5.00— S. P. Mulford. 

$5.00— M. H. Newmark. 

$10.00— J. E. Fishburn. 

$5.00— Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Haynes. 

$16.00— A. C. Dodds. 

$25.00— Miss Myra Hershcy. 

$10.00— C. Q. Stanton. 

$25.00 — International Sunshine Society 

$10.00— Mrs. Katherinc Hooker. 

$20.00— Mrs. W. G. Kerckhoff. 

$25.00— Mrs. W. E. Ramsay. 

$5.00— Mrs. G. J. Denis. 

$10.00— Mrs. I. N. Van Nuys. 

$5.00— Mrs. Seely W. Mudd. 

$10.00— Mrs. E. A. Bryant. 

$20.00— Mrs. W. M. Garland. 

$10.00— Mrs. M. E. Moore. 

$10.0O-W. J. Hunsaker. 

$10.00— Mr. Emory Skinner. 

$5.50 — Miss Fanny Bixby. 

$10.00— Mrs. J. J. Balch. 

$5.50 — Miss Emma Bumiller. 

$5.50— Mrs. Andrew Glassell. 

$5.50— Mr. W. 11. Taylor. 

$5.00— Dr. W. E. Waddell. 

$25.00— Mrs. Gregory Perkins, Jr. 

$5.00— A. G. Spalding & Bros. 

$U4_C. B. R. 

$20.00— Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Radford. 
$100.00— M. S. llellman. 

Dishes ($5.55) — Pacific Crockery & Tinware 
Wire ($5.00)— Harper & Reynolds Co. 
Photographs ($5.86)— Earl V. Lewis. 
Oars and locks ($4.43)— VV. H. Hoegee Co. 
Printing ($5.00)— Baumgardt Publishing Co. 
Table ware ($5.00) — Broadway Department Store. 
Groceries ($5.98)— Walter E. Smith Co. 
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Lumber ($5.00) — Newport Beach Lumber Co. 
Use of Camp- site. Corona del Mar — Mr. George E. Hart. 
Ferry transportation and courtesies — Mr. C. B. Raum, Mr. F. W 
Beckwith, Mr. Vallely. 

Loan of Camp equipment — Los Angeles Y. M. C. A. 
Reduced rates on transportation — Pacific Electric Railway Co. 

GENERAL: 

One thousand buttons (for button test) — Men Directors. 

Soccer pennant — Dyas-Cline Co. 

Clothing — Mrs. Myett. 

Clothing— Mrs. A. Tuttle. 

Christmas candy (32 lbs.) — Kahn-Beck Co. 

Christmas candy (64 lbs.) — Bishop & Co. 

Christmas candy (cash discount on three pails) — Walter E. Smith Co. 

Christmas candy (cash discount on three pails) — Walter E. Smith Co. 

Christmas candy (5 lbs.) — J. R. Newberry. 

Christmas candy (32 lbs.) — H. Jevne Co. 

Apples (1 box) — H. Jevne Co. 

Apples (1 box) — Rivers Bros. Co. 

Apples (2 boxes) — Richardson, Holmes & Lamb Co. 

Walnuts (4 bushel sacks) — Mr. T. E. Newlin. 

Five Christmas trees — Park Department. 

Plans for pergola and shade house at Hazard Playground — Hunt & 
Burns, architects. 

Twenty baseball guide books — Dyas-Cline Co. 

Two electric cars for Festival transportation — L. A. Railway Co. 

Seven electric cars for Festival transportation, half fares — P. E. Co. 

One slide (loaned) for float in Shriner's parade — Beeman & Hendee 

Two horses (loaned) for float — Well Fargo & Co. 

Services of driver — Wells Fargo & Co. 

Decorations for float — Park Department. 

Greenery for Festival decorations — Park Department. 

Daily papers — Times, Examiner, Tribune, Express, delivered at 
Library Stations. 

Use of swimming pool — Dr. Webster Merryfield, San Rafael Heights 
Services making croquet mallets — Polytechnic High School. 
100 cubic yards beach sand to fill boxes at five playgrounds — Pacific 
Electric Railway Co. 
$37.00 for Department Library — Commission and staff. 

FOR PLAYGROUND INSTITUTE: 

$50.00— City of Pasadena. 

$15.00— Brunswick- Balke-Collcndcr Co. 

Use of building — V. M. C. A. 

Program of folk and asthetic dances — Miss Fanny M. Hunt, and 
physical directors. 

Spanish California dances — Senora Ida Sanchez and group. 
Loan of automobiles — City departments and friends. 



48 




VOLUNTEER WORKERS 

VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 

Miss Maida Wellborn Athletics 

Miss Nellie Sowden Dramatics 

♦Miss Beth Cist Games 

Miss Ray M. Crew Games 

*Mr. G. S. Felker "Hikes" 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND 

Miss Jessica L. Howell Games 

Miss Julia Derby Games 

Miss Marion Clarke Card sewing 

♦Miss Josephine A. Sayers Gymnastics 

Miss Edna Green Dramatics 

Miss Jessie Adamson Gymnastics 

Miss Margaret Elmendorf Stories 

Miss Minda Hildman Gardening 

Miss Alice Bronwer Folk dancing 

Miss May Sylvester Basket making 

Miss Claire Edwards Dramatics 

Miss Grace Dobson Games 

♦Mr. G. S. Felker "Hikes" 

♦Mr. Seymour Ward Athletics 

♦Mr. E. P. Janes Games 

RECREATION CENTER 

Miss Jessie Heber Sewing club 

Miss Eulalie B. Rollins Sewing club 

Miss Helen Doolittle Sewing club 

Miss Lily Kingcade Dramatics 

Miss Nellie Sowden Dramatics 

Miss Alma Wilson Games 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 

Miss Pauline Lund Music 

Miss Jessie Hobart ^Tennrs and games 

Mr. R. P. Dignowitz Games 

♦Mr. G. S. Felker "Hikes" 

Mr. Harry Trotter Games 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND 

Miss Alberta Shartel Games 

Miss Mary E. Rush Games 

DOWNEY PLAYGROUND 

Miss Bess F. Farmer Stories and sand court 

♦Mr. Granville McClure Athletics 

♦Mr. G. S. Felker "Hikes" 

♦Student of State Normal School. Received credit for playground 
work. 
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ENTERTAINMENTS GIVEN AT THE CLUB HOUSE OF ECHO 
PARK PLAYGROUND 



The following list is indicative of the type of entertainments given 
at the other club houses and at Recreation Center. 

July 8 — Evening. Play, "The Elopment of Ellen," given by home 
talent to the neighborhood. (Pay entertainment for Entertainment 
Fund.) 

July 14 — Evening. Concert, given by Mrs. Ethel Walton Wright to 
the neighborhood. 

August A — Evening. Dance, Mrs. Terrill, to friends 

October 23 — Afternoon. Birthday party. Miss Best and four 
mothers, to children of Playground. 

October 28 — Evening. Playlet, "Cinderella" and Selections, given 
by home talent to the neighborhood. 

November 25 — Evening. Thanksgiving entertainment; home talent 
(children), to the neighborhood. 

December 2 — Evening. Concert, Harmonia Club to the neighbor- 
hood. 

December 9 — Evening. Dance and social, given by Current Events 
Club to Clionian Club. 

December 22 — Evening. Christmas entertainment, by home talent 
to the neighborhood. 

December 28 — Afternoon. Christmas entertainment, by Rosecrans 
Club to Playground children. 

December 30 — Evening. Dinner and social, Michigan Club, to mem- 
bers. 

January 10 — Afternoon. Stereopticon lecture on Forestry, given by 
Mrs. Foster Eliott to Rosecrans Club and Playground children. 

January 26 — Evening. Lecture on Social Hygiene, by Dr. Maud 
Wilde, Mrs. Alice Stebbins Wells and Dr. C. T. Murphy to the Parent- 
Teacher Association. 

January 27 — Evening. Stereopticon lecture on Forestry and gym- 
nasium work exhibit, given by Mrs. Foster Elliott and Echo boys to 
the neighborhood. 

January 31 — Evening. Girls' dance, by Clionian Club to members. 

February 1 — Evening. Party, given by Custer Street School to class 
members. 

February 15 — Evening. Banquet, given by Cosmopolitan Club to 
members. 
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February 24 — Evening. Concert by Davis Musical College to the 
neighborhood. 

February 28 — Afternoon. Eugene Field entertainment, given by 
Little Women Helpers to mothers and friends. 

March 1 — Afternoon. First meeting of Civics Club given to the 
ladies of the neighborhood. 

March 2 — Evening. Stereopticon lecture, "A Trip Through Cali- 
fornia," given by Mr. Lane, of the Chamber of Commerce, to the 
neighborhood. 

March 9 — Evening. Playlet, "Sleeping Beauty," and Selections, 
Little Women Helpers, to neighborhood. 

March 11 — Evening. Dance, given by Phi Delta Sigma Fraternity 
to members and friends. 

March 14 — Evening. Lecture, "All Around Champion," by Dean 
Cromwell, U. S. C, to Municipal Athletic Bureau. 

March 15 — Evening. Party, given by Christian Endeavor Society, 
Bethany Presbyterian Church, to members. 

March 16— Evening. St. Patrick's party, by Clionian Club to mem- 
bers and friends. 

March 19 — Evening. Dance, given by Phi Delta Sigma Fraternity 
to members and friends. 

March 20 — All day. Convention and luncheon of Rosecrans Club to 
Federated Clubs of Los Angeles District. 

March 22 — Evening. Banquet and dance of Alpha Rho Sorority of 
U. S. C. to members and friends. 

March 23— Evening. Play, "My Rich Uncle," given by Wallie School 
of Dramatic Art to the neighborhood. 

March 25 — Evening. Lecture, "Wrestling," by H. A. WychofT, of 
Los Angeles High School, to Municipal Athletic Bureau. 

April 3 — Afternoon. Lecture on Social Hygiene by Mr. Clifford 
Howard to Rosecrans Club. 

April 11 — Evening. Banquet, Mr. Clyde Doyle, speaker, given by 
Cosmopolitan Club to members and friends. 

April 13 — Evening. Vaudeville entertainment by home talent, given 
to the neighborhood. 

April 22 — Evening. Lecture, "Boxing," by Mr. DeWitt Van Court, 
of Los Angeles Athletic Club, to Municipal Athletic Bureau. 

May 6 — Evening. Lecture, "Cross Country Runs," by Mr. Joseph 
Pipal, of Occidental College, to Municipal Athletic Bureau. 

May 9 — Evening. Banquet, given by Cosmopolitan Club to mem- . 
bers. 

May 15 — All day meeting and luncheon of Rosecrans Club, given to 
District Federation Presidents and Chairmen of Philanthropy. 
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May 16 — Evening. Banquet, given by Cosmopolitan Club to mem- 
bers. 

May 23 — Evening. Banquet, given by Cosmopolitan Club to mem- 
bers. 

May 24 — Evening. Party, given by neighbors of Echo to friends. 

June 14 — Afternoon. Golden wedding anniversary dinner to rela- 
tives, by Mr. and Mrs. Miller. 

June 15 — Evening. Party, given by Mothers' Club to husbands and 
friends. 

June 17 — All day. Annual banquet of Rosecrans Club to members. 
June 25 — Afternoon. Talk, "Philosophy of Efficiency," by Captain 
Helms to Mothers' Club. 




AMATEUR THEATRICALS— SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

JULY 1, 1912 



City founded ... 1781 

City incorporated April 4, 1850 

Population, estimated 425,000 

Area, square miles 107.62 

Total length of streets, miles 1200 

Total length of electric railroads (urban), 

miles 350 

Total length of electric railroad (interur- 

ban), miles .. 900 

Assessed valuation $366,314,000 

Tax rate ~, 1.54 

Number of school houses —.154 

Public school enrollment 64,500 
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CHARTER AMENDMENT ADOPTED MARCH, 1911. 



Playground Department 

Sec. 263. There is hereby established a department of the govern- 
ment of the City of Los Angeles to be known as the Playground 
Department, which shall be under the management and control of a 
Board of five commissioners to be known as the Board of Playground 
Commissioners. 

Sec. 264. The members of the Board of Playground Commissioners 
shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to confirmation by a majority 
of the Council. All such appointments shall be made so that not more 
than three of said commissioners shall be of the same sex. The mem- 
bers of said Board shall serve without compensation, and shall hold 
office for four years, and until their successors are appointed and 
qualify; provided, however, that the five members first appointed here- 
under shall so classify themselves by lot that one shall go out of office 
on the first Monday in January, 1912, one on the first Monday in Janu- 
ary, 1913, one on the first Monday in January, 1914, and two on the 
first Monday in January, 1915. If any vacancy occur the Mayor shall 
fill the same for the unexpired term, subject to confirmation by a 
majority of the Council. 

Sec. 265. The Board of Playground Commissioners shall organize 
by electing one of their members President, who shall hold office for 
one year, and until his successor is elected, unless his membership on 
the Board sooner expires. The Board shall maintain an office, to be 
provided by the Council, for the transaction of the business of the 
Playground Department. Said Board shall hold regular meetings at 
least once in each week. The Board shall appoint a secretary, not a 
member of the Board, who shall receive such salary as may be pre- 
scribed by ordinance. He shall keep a record of all its proceedings, 
specifying therein the names of the commissioners present at all the 
meetings, giving the ayes and noes upon all votes, and shall also keep 
a full account of all property, money receipts and expenditures of the 
said department. 

Sec. 266. The Playground Department shall consist of a superin- 
tendent of playgrounds, and such other officers, assistants and em- 
ployees as the Council shall by ordinance determine. The salaries of 
all officers and employees of the Playground Department shall be fixed 
by the Council by ordinance. All appointments, suspensions and re- 
movals in the department shall be made by the Board of Playground 
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Commissioners, subject to such civil service regulations as are now or 
may hereafter be in force. 

Sec. 267. All children's playgrounds, recreation centers and summer 
camps now or hereafter owned or controlled by the City of Los An- 
geles, either within or without its limits, shall be under the exclusive 
control and management of the Board of Playground Commissioners. 

Sec. 268. The Board of Playground Commissioners shall have 
charge, superintendence and control, under such ordinances as may 
from time to time be adopted by the Council, of the design, construc- 
tion, maintenance and use of all buildings and other improvements 
upon playgrounds. 

Sec. 269. The Board of Playground Commissioners shall prescribe 
the rules and regulations for the government of the department, and 
fix and enforce the penalties for their violation. 

Sec. 270. The Board of Playground Commissioners may, for and on 
behalf of the City of Los Angeles, receive donations, legacies or be- 
quests for the improvement or maintenance of said playgrounds, or 
for the acquisition of new playgrounds, and all moneys that may be 
derived from such donations, legacies or bequests shall, unless other- 
wise provided by the terms thereof, be deposited in the treasury of the 
City of t Los Angeles to the credit of the Playground Fund. The same 
may be drawn therefrom and paid out only in the manner provided 
for the payment of moneys legally appropriated for the support and 
improvement of such playgrounds. If the moneys derived from such 
gifts, bequests or legacies shall at any time exceed in amount the sum 
necessary for immediate expenditure on said playgrounds, the Board 
may invest all or a part of the surplus in interest-bearing bonds of the 
United States or of the State of California or of any county, municipal- 
ity or school district thereof. As to all such property the Board of 
Playground Commissioners shall be deemed and considered to be a 
special trustee thereof for the City of Los Angeles. 

Sec. 271. The Council shall have power, by ordinance, to set aside 
for playground purposes any lands now or hereafter owned or con- 
trolled by the city and not held for or devoted to, any other public use. 

Sec. 272. The Council shall, for the acquisition, development and 
maintenance of children's playgrounds, appropriate annually such an 
amount as may, in the judgment of the Council, be necessary or 
proper, and the amount so appropriated shall be credited to the Play- 
ground Fund. 

Sec. 273. The Board of Playground Commissioners, the Superin- 
tendent of Playgrounds, and all other officers and employees of the 
Playground Department shall have such further powers and perform 
such other duties as may be granted or imposed by ordinance. 
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THE RENAISSANCE OF PLAY. 



The Renaissance of Play! To appreciate the fullness of the promise 
contained in these words we need to think back and follow along the 
path of progress of play in the world. 

Play was the mother of education. The methods of that happy 
mother are preserved and disclosed to us today in the antics of every 
young normal animal or child, so familiar to you all. But play ad- 
vanced its teaching beyond the lessons necessary for survival which 
we see given still to the young cat, or dog, or child, and man advanced 
thereby to some higher stage of development 

On the toys of children have been based some important inventions. 
The trumdling hoop, maintaining its extraordinary upright course, sug- 
gested the velocipede, and then the bicycle. The top, a pure toy, has 
for ages demonstrated the principle of the gyroscope; and the gyro- 
scope suggested the possibility of the monoplane railway. The kite 
delighted untold generations of children before it aided Franklin in 
discovering the identity of lightning and electricity, or was ever used 
by meteorologists in their researches into the condition of the atmos- 
phere, or disclosed to the Wright Brothers the secrets of the aeroplane. 
While it is undoubtedly true that most important discoveries and in- 
ventions have been made by adults, the important thing for us to note 
is how the interests and activities of discoverers and inventors in their 
childhood have prepared them for their later achievements, ani above 
all, to note that what were the motives for play in the child, became 
the motives for master work in the man, and that they are psychologi- 
cally identical. 

I have searched through volumes of books and periodicals on inven- 
tions and inventors and have found no reliable evidence at all that 
necessity was ever the real mother of invention; but so far as any 
insight into the inner life and psychology of inventors was given, it 
was teeming with the suggestion of the inner necessity that parallels 
the play of the child. 

As man progressed through the hunting, fishing and pastoral stages, 
play extended its field beyond the activities necessary for survival. 
Social play arose, and dancing, music and art developed. 

Play became recreative as well as educational; to the essential was 
added embellishment, to the fundamental the accessory, to the needs 
of the physical life, opportunity for the higher life. 

But all this time we may believe that man was unconscious of the 
influence of play in the progress of the race. When man first recog- 
nized play as a teacher we may never know. It was in Greece that 
play first came into conspicuous prominence in the conscious education 
of the people and it is a fact of deepest interest to us that the Greeks 
made the most remarkable progress ever made by any nation. 

At seven years of age the Athenian lad entered the palaestra, 
which was essentially a playground. All the first and better half of 
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the day was spent in gymnastics, (lancing and games of play. In the 
afternoon there was singing, some writing (the beginners wrote in the 
sand box or in sand strewn upon the ground), some reading, all in the 
open air, and then came a long period of play again. Such was the 
schooling of the Greek lad up to the age of ten or eleven, and it did 
not differ essentially up to the age of sixteen except in the severity of 
the exercises. And yet, the world has not ceased to marvel at the 
results of the Greek education. It produced the highest type of man, 
physically and intellectually, that the world has ever seen, which Gal- 
ton says was as far in advance of the modern Englishman as the 
modern Englishman is in advance of the native African. In physical 
beauty, courage and patriotism, in philosophy, literature, architecture, 
and art, the Greeks have been unsurpassed models of the ages, and 
are still the inspiration of our school today. 

From an article by GEORGE E. JOHNSON, 
Superintendent Pittsburgh Playground Association. 




BUILDERS— VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 
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fioarb of f laggrounfi (CommiflBinnFrB 

Bessie D. Stoddart, President - - 1052 Beacon St. 

Mrs. Willoughby Rodman - - - 2631 Orchard Ave. 

Joseph D. Radford - - - 1124 W. Adams St. 

Richmond Plant - 723 Harvard Blvd. 

Dr. J. E. Covvles - - - - - 1101 W. Adams St. 

Charles B. RAirr, Superintendent - - - City Hall 

Charles S. Lamb, Secretary - City Hall 

Meetings of the Commission Thursdays at 9:00 o'clock a. m., 

City Hall. 
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A QUEEN OF MAY 



64 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digit 



zed by G00gle 



<A aounb (JHinh in a aoiutb ^Bob^, 
is a »l|ort hut full btatrxptum of 

tEtjongljte (Concerning ^Erbucation 
^Gock* 



Digitized by Google 



HA*TXK& UNIVERSITY 

The Library of the Schools 




Digitized by Google 



Report of JJlajgrotmb Cotraniaaum for ^car 
enitotg Suite 30, 1913 



Los Angeles, July 1, 1913. 

To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles: 
Gentlemen : — 

During the past year, the Exposition Park Playground has 
been the ground where the principal material improvements of 
the system have been placed. There the eastern two-thirds 
of the great forty-one acre athletic field have been graded, 
a water system installed, and lawn planted around the border. 
The western third, under a contract entered into by the city 
and the Sixth District Agricultural Board, is being gradually 
excavated by means of selling the sand. When sufficient sand 
shall have been removed a stadium will be placed in the sunk- 
en portion. A field house containing offices, locker and 
shower rooms for men and for women, also quarters for the 
man director of the playground, has been built on park land 
to the west of the athletic field. The county has aided the 
city in the various improvements to the extent of $15,000, as 
the athletic field will be for the use of the communities of the 
entire county. The field has been at the disposal of various 
teams in an informal way for some months. It will soon be 
ready for regular work to begin. 

At Violet Street Playground, the original club house has 
been found far too small to meet the demand for indoor 
recreation. This building was the department's first club 
house, and was erected in 1907 at a cost of a little over two 
thousand dollars. A larger building, that will cost over $5,000, 
is now in course of construction. This will contain an audi- 
torium, club rooms, dressing rooms and bowling alley. The 
old building will be retained as a wing of the new structure, 
and will be used for library and club purposes. 
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Some of the minor improvements of the year have been 
as follows: 

Addition to girls' field house, roque court, purchase of 

pool table Echo Park Playground 

Finishing basement Slauson Playground 

Grading, purchase of piano Downey Playground 

Installing running track Recreation Center 

Planting Hazard and Downey Playgrounds 

Solar Heaters 

Violet, Echo, Hazard and Exposition Playgrounds 

Purchase of Victor Talking Machine for use of all grounds. 

A fire that occurred in the fourth floor of the City Hall de- 
stroyed the department's storeroom and several hundred dol- 
lars worth of supplies. The room was rebuilt at a cost of 
about $250 taken from the Custodian Fund of the building, 
the insurance having covered this sum. The supplies were 
not insured. 

At the beginning of the fiscal year the National Municipal 
League was holding its convention here, and this department, 
together with the other city departments, joined in an exhibit 
of civic work, which was held for some days at the Temple 
Auditorium. Also, a municipal parade was entered into, the 
first of its kind in this city. A float representing a miniature 
playground, a playground boys' band, and the Commission and 
staff in automobiles, bearing banners showing the extent of 
the local work, formed the playground portion of the parade. 

Ten Vacation Playgrounds were opened in July, and a busy- 
summer was in prospect, when the infantile paralysis epidemic 
broke out. Many of the grounds had to be closed, and others 
were kept open only under very strict limitations. This un- 
fortunate epidemic disappeared in the fall. 

Last summer the Playground Camp, which had been held 
at the beach the previous year, was transferred to the moun- 
tains. A beautiful location was found on the East Fork of the 
San Gabriel River, where there were plenty of opportunities 
for "hiking," burro-riding, swimming and athletic sports, and 
for the quieter pleasures of camp life. There were two outings 
for boys of two weeks each, and one outing for girls. The pre- 
vailing epidemic in the city prevented the second outing for 
girls. A charge of $7.50 covered board for two weeks, and 
transportation. A number of subscriptions from friends of 
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the movement helped to make it possible to operate the camp 
and also paid for many to attend who could not have afforded 
to go. The mountain camp was considered to have greater at- 
tractions for young people than the beach camp of the first 
year, so it was determined to locate the camp for the coming 
summer at the same place. It was also determined to try to 
secure a permanent location for a mountain camp. 

The winter work of the department, both outdoor and in- 
door, was successfully carried on along the lines laid down 
in former years. 

The Christmas season was particularly bright with neigh- 
borhood Christmas-tree parties and dramatic entertainments. 
The various other holidays were observed in suitable ways. 

At Slauson Playground on Washington's Birthday, a simple 
but impressive ceremony was observed in the unveiling of the 
portrait of Jonathan Sayre Slauson, whose name the play- 
ground bears. This portrait was the gift of the widow, Mrs. 
Sarah R. Slauson, who, with her son, Mr. James S. Slauson, 
has aided the playground with generous gifts. 

In November, Mrs. Willoughby Rodman returned after a 
fourteen months' trip around the world, and took her place 
again with the Commission. During her travels, she had ob- 
served many interesting phases of the recreational life of vari- 
ous peoples. 

Towards the end of February, a four-days' Pacific Coast 
Playground and Recreation Congress was held in San Fran- 
cisco. Los Angeles sent a number of representatives. The 
delegates from this department included Miss Stoddart and 
Mr. Plant of the Playground Commission, Superintendent 
Raitt, Directors of playgrounds, Mrs. Steinman, Miss Wilson, 
Miss Pollock, Mr. Larson, Mr. Felker, Mr. Johnson, and Play- 
ground Librarian, Miss Dick. The Congress presented an ex- 
cellent program of lectures, discussions and demonstrations, 
and the tremendous growth and vitality of the recreation 
movement was clearly shown. Altogether, the Congress was 
a marked success, and an inspiration to all who attended. 

At the close of March, Miss Stoddart's term as President 
having expired, Mr. Radford was made President of the Com- 
mission for the ensuing year. 

For several years, residents of Highland Park and of Gar- 
vanza have wanted to secure for a municipal playground 
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certain county land, called Block "J", and this year a new ef- 
fort has been added. This piece of land is admirably located 
for a playground as it lies central to a large population. 
Moreover, the new Carnegie Branch Library will adjoin this 
site. The combination of playground and library would 
make a most desirable civic and social center. It is hoped 
that some arrangement may be made whereby this land may 
be made available for a city playground. 

From San Pedro there has come a demand, voiced by Mrs. 
Myra W. Daniels, for a social center for the longshoremen 
and sailors. Allowance has been made for this on the budget 
for the coming year, and the department expects to rent quar- 
ters and open a small social center which will grow to larger 
.proportions in time to come. 

Respectfullv submitted, 

BESSIE D. STODDART, 

Playground Commissioner. 




SWIMMING POOL— SAN GABRIEL CAMP. 
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Out of the $15,000 appropriated by the County for Exposition 
Park Playground, the following expenditures have been made: 

Grading and surfacing $1210.00 

Fencing and tennis courts 1363.40 

Water system 62.50 

Grading and surfacing athletic field 7775.97 

Field house 33^5.51 



$13,767.38 

Summer of 1912. 

Received — 

Collected from campers $572.50 

Collected from visitors 16.00 

Donations 232.10 

For lost articles .50 



Totatl received $821.10 

Paid (From Camp Fund) — 

Athletic supplies $ 7.28 

Dishes and utensils 7.55 

Edibles 409.66 

Freight and drayage 13.23 

Fuel and light 6.90 

Medicines, etc 7.05 

Printing 9.59 

Rentals 50 

Transportation 185.75 

Miscellaneous 4.25 

Rentals on 1911 Camp 35.00 



Total paid $686.76 

Balance on hand 134.34 

— . $821.10 

Regular playground employees and volunteer helpers were in charge. 

Number of campers — 

Boys 72 

Girls 32 
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VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND: 

Baseball bases — Union Lithograph Co. 

Christmas donations — Fife and Drum Corps, Mr. Flint, Miss Dick. 
Hassayampa Market, Violet Social Club, and Playground patrons. 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND: 

Christmas donations — Mothers' Club, Miss Dick. 
May Day donations — Rosecrans Club. 

RECREATION CENTER: 

Clothing — Miss L. Taylor, Mrs. Kirkland. Miss Dick, Miss Jacobs. 
Dolls' party — Mrs. Willard, Miss Willard. 
Toys, etc—Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Raitt, Miss Allen. 
Christmas donations — Mrs. Brown, Miss Dick. 
Paper for doll house — California Paper Company. 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND: 

Magazines — Mrs. Lund. 
Pitcher — Mrs. John Emery. 

Christmas donations — Miss McCarthy, Miss Dick. 

Portrait of Jonathan Sayre Slauson — Mrs. Sarah R. Slauson. 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND: 

Christmas donations — Playground patrons and friends. 
DOWNEY PLAYGROUND: 

40 loads of dirt— B. De Young. 
267 loads of dirt— Mrs. E. F. Brickett. 
Soap — Occidental College students. 

CAMP OF 1912: 

Use of camp site — R. M. Follows. 
Use of burros — R. M. Follows. 
Lemons — R. M. Follows. 

Reduction on transportation — Pacific Electric Railway Co. 

Sending children to camp — James S. Slauson. 

$7.50— Mrs. Susana B. Bryant. 

$25.00— Mrs. Janet J. Balch. 

$10.00— Dr. H. C. Brainerd. 

$5.00— Kaspare Cohn. 

$7.50— Mr. and Mrs. J. Ross Clark. 

$7.50 — Gerhard Eshman. 

$10.00— J. E. Fishnurn. 

$25.00— Mrs. Blanche H. Garland. 

$15.00— Mrs. Rietta R. Glassell. 

$10.00— Mrs. Katherine Hooker. 

$10.00— W. J. Hunsaker. 

$15.00— Judfee Charles Monroe. 

$5.00— Mrs. Seeley W. Mudd. 

$25.00— Mrs. Gregory Perkins, Jr. 

$7.50— R. W. Poindexter. 

$5.00 — Mrs. Katherine M. Ramsay. 

$10.00— Mrs. Ella Brooks Solano. 

$25.00— Mrs. Susanna H. Van Nuys. 

$5.00— A. J. Wallace. 

$2.10 — Miscellaneous. 

$232.10 

The donations received for the Camp of 1913, will be given in the 
next report. 
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GENERAL: 

45 books — Mrs. Naftzger. 

$1.15 towards Department Library — Commission and Staff. 
Taking groups of children to the beach — Mrs. Andrew Glassell. 

The favors that have been shown this department have been too 
numerous to be given in full. Playground patrons, friends, workers, 
city departments, etc., have all helped the work in a variety of ways. 



VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND. 

Francis Isabelle Smith Story telling 

Laura Rowe 

Marguerite Gebhardt Club and playground work 

Ruth Johnson Playground work 

ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND. 

Mrs. Hilda Olyear Folk dancing 

Myrtle Carter Folk dancing 

Miriam Adams 

Ramona Bowes Dramatics 

Gladys Bridges Industrial and playground work 

Marian MacDonnell Gymnastic dancing 

Mrs. Rietta Glassell 

Bess F. Farmer Playground work 

RECREATION CENTER. 

Eleanor Beveridge Industrial and playground work 

Jessie Heber Industrial work 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND. 

Louise Nixon Hill Playground work 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND. 

Ada Potts Playground work 




A CAMP PLEASURE. 
13 
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Jtaport of ^la^grffittih ©onmragum for 'gear 
enimtg 3hme 30, 1914 



Los Angeles, July 1, 1914. 

To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles: 
Gentlemen: 

The playground system of Los Angeles has made three ac- 
quisitions during the past year which will prove of great and 
lasting benefit to the city. 

I. A new playground site has been secured. Adjoining 
the Arroyo Seco Branch Library, the county owned* some 
four acres of land, known as Block J, which the residents of 
that district had long wished to see converted into a play- 
ground. The Supervisors have now agreed to trade this land 
to the city for certain land that the city owns, and the Play- 
ground Department will here equip its eighth permanent 
playground. The location is central to a large population, 
that of Garvanza, Highland Park and vicinity, and the com- 
bination of playground and branch library will make an ideal 
neighborhood center. 

II. The Bethlehem Baths, which were built and operated 
in conjunction with the Bethlehem Institutional Church, have 
been presented to the city, and the Council has placed these 
baths under the care of the Playground Department. Some 
improvements are now being made, but by the middle of July, 
fourteen showers, one tub bath, and a fine big plunge measur- 
ing thirty by sixty feet, will be ready for free public use. 
These baths are admirably located to meet the needs of a 
large industrial population. Shower baths have always been 
operated at the various playgrounds, but the Playground De- 
partment has looked forward to the time when a plunge might 
be furnished for the benefit of the youth of the city. Each year, 
however, the budget has been too small to permit of building 
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a plunge. The gift, therefore, of these baths is something 
greatly appreciated by this Department, and the Los Angeles 
public will ever have cause for gratitude towards Dr. Dana \V. 
Bartlett, who led the work of the Bethlehem Institutions, and 
to the Bethlehem Benevolent Board. 




SEELEY CREEK— NEW CAMP SITE. 



III. A permanent camp site has been secured. The sum- 
mer camp having become one of the very important depart- 
ments of the playground system, it was felt that a location 
should be found where permanent improvements could be 
made, and the camp conducted in the same place each sum- 
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mer. The Playground Commission scoured the mountains and 
beaches in the vicinity of Los Angeles for a place. Fish Can- 
yon, back of Monrovia, and the junction of the Forks of the 
San Gabriel River were under consideration, but there were 
drawbacks. Finally, with the aid of United States Forester 
Charlton, a splendid location was found in the national forest 
reserve of the San Bernardino Mountains. There, at Seeley 
Flat, situated fifteen miles back of San Bernardino, twenty- 
three acres of beautifully wooded land has been set aside by 
the government (for the nominal rental of ten dollars a year) 
for the Los Angeles municipal camp. A good automobile road 
connects with this site, which lies 4750 feet above sea level. 
The location is not only beautiful in itself, but numberless trips 
may be taken from this point to other beautiful places in these 
magnificent mountains, whose summit, Mt. San Gorgonio, rises 
to an altitude of 11485 feet. Certain improvements are being 
made upon the camp site for the coming summer. These con- 
sist of a cement plunge, thirty by sixty-five feet in size; a build- 
ing, sixteen by forty feet, containing kitchen, storeroom, and 
two bedrooms, built from lumber obtained from a neighboring 
sawmill ; piping of water from a spring 1000 feet away ; grad- 
ing of tennis and croquet courts, and other minor improve- 
ments. Tents will provide shelter for the campers, and the 
"dining room ,, will be tables under the trees. 
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At Exposition Park Playground, improvements have been 
carried forward upon the forty-one acre infield, both city and 
county funds meeting the expense. The Eastern portion has 
received its final grading, to permit of proper drainage, and is 
now ready for use to its fullest extent. Approximately 100,000 
cubic yards of sand and loam have been removed from the 
western third where the sunken stadium is to be located. 
Some of this was used to fill the portion west of the pro- 
posed stadium, as this was three feet below grade, and to bring 
the entire field to final grade. The rest of the sand has been 
sold through an arrangement with the Sixth District Agricul- 
tural Association whereby seventy-five per cent of the proceeds 
goes to the Playground Department to be used in developing 
the infield, and twenty-five per cent goes to the Sixth District 
Board. Further improvements have included the continuation 
of the outer sixty-foot strip of grass parking, of the automatic 
sprinkling system, and of the automobile parking, around 
the eastern end of the field, also the surfacing of five oil mac- 
adam and two cement tennis courts. The condemnation of the 
ten acres of land where the little children's playground will be 
located is progressing. Arrangements have been made to 
place here a house which has been kindly donated by the Board 
of Public Works, they having secured it through the widening 
of the 39th Street approach to Exposition Park. This will be 
the home of the man who will direct Exposition Park Play- 
ground. Thus the residence feature, which has been found so 
helpful upon the other playgrounds, will add also to the neigh- 
borly feeling of this ground which is the largest of the system. 
In spite of improvements going on, the infield has been open 
during the year for athletics and celebrations, with a man in 
charge part time. The field house, which was built last year, 
has proven very convenient with its lockers and showers, for 
the large number of athletes who visit this ground. The 
Chamber of Commerce has asked the Playground Department 
to utilize part of its Exposition Building for a neighborhood 
social center, and it is hoped this may be done the coming 
winter. 

The improvements at the older playgrounds have been as 
follows : 

Violet Street Playground. Double bowling alleys were in- 
stalled in the new addition to the club house. 
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Echo Park Playground. A new division fence was built 
between girls' and boys' fields; the outdoor gymnasium was 
shifted to the shady bank ; a covered baseball backstop and a 
handball court were installed. 

Hazard Playground. A good sized addition has been made 
to the small- field house, making practically a field house and. 
club house combined until such time as a larger club house may 
be built upon the hillside. The addition contains a small 
auditorium with stage, an office and kitchen downstairs, and a 
pleasant little apartment upstairs, which will be the home of the 
playground director. 




IMPROVED FIELD HOUSE— HAZARD PLAYGROUND. 



At Recreation Center, Slauson and Downey Playgrounds, 
the improvements have been of minor importance. 

The Benevolent Fund, a fund amounting to $1380 raised 
several years ago by Senator Works for housing and play- 
ground work, has been put to use. It was hoped for a long 
time that the Housing Department would be able to build a 
model set of houses and that this sum, augmented if possible, 
would go towards making a recreation center for such a settle- 
ment. As various plans for this fell through, each department 
decided to use its half separately, and the Playground Depart- 
ment has arranged to build and equip with its share of $690 a 
small bath house for the Mexican settlement located on city 
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land east of the river and south of Seventh Street. A solar 
heater will heat the water for the showers. Some play ap- 
paratus will also be installed for the children of the little settle- 
ment. 

Fifteen vacation playgrounds were operated upon school 
yards last summer by this Department with the customary suc- 
cess. This was an increase of five grounds over the preceding 
summer. 

The Playground Commission suffered a loss in February 
of this year through the death of Commissioner Richmond 
Plant. Mr. Plant had been a member of the Commission since 
May 1911, and had ever been an active, earnest and enthusiastic 
worker for the advancement of public recreation. What he 
has accomplished will live in the progress of this department. 

Mr. F. B. Silverwood was appointed by Mayor Rose to fill 
the vacancy upon the Board, and has already commenced active 
work for the playground cause. 

In January, Mr. Radford was re-appointed to the Com- 
mission for a period of four years, and in April succeeded him- 
self as President of the Board for a second year. 

In December, Governor Johnson appointed Miss Stoddart 
as a playground representative to the State Recreational In- 
quiry Committee, a committee created at the last legislature to 
make a study of the recreational facilities of the State and to 
make a report upon conditions, and upon such legislation as 
the Committee would recommend to the incoming Legislature. 

It was anticipated that a Recreation Center at San Pedro 
for the use of longshoremen and sailors would be one of the 
developments of the past year, as provision had been made 
for the rental of quarters and upkeep of such an institution in 
the budget. However, it was found that quarters properly 
located and of convenient size could not be obtained for the 
amount appropriated by Council, and the project of renting 
had to be abandoned. The people of San Pedro, the Council 
and the Playground Commission, however, did not give up 
the idea of having such a center, but set to work to see if land 
could not be obtained where the city could erect a building of 
its own. A plan that may prove feasible is that of closing 
Third Street just south of the City Hall, and erecting here the 
recreation center, as another street is to be opened that will 
take the place of Third Street. 
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With the moving of the State Normal School to its new 
quarters, the city will come into possession of the old Normal 
School site, which the city is purchasing from a holding com- 
pany. The Playground Commission strongly recommends 
that the gymnasium building be utilized for a recreation center. 
The building contains an excellent gymnasium, showers and 
lockers and a great many rooms of varying size that could be 
used for all kinds of social purposes. It is located so centrally 
that it would command a very large attendance. The use of 
this part of the Normal School plant for a recreation center 
would in no wise interfere with the original idea of making 
the property the site of an art center. The congregating of 
people along recreational lines would tend rather to awaken 
interest in the projected art center, for social life and art ex- 
pression go hand in hand. It is hoped that this new recreation 
center may be added to the playground system during the com- 
ing year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BESSIE D. STODDART, 
Playground Commissioner. 




A CAMPER AND HIS PET TURTLE. 
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EXPOSITION PARK PLAYGROUND. 

Field house i $106878 

Athletic field 3507.34 

Tennis courts 105227 

Stadium 2544.30 

Water system 1621.19 



Total outlay for fiscal year 1913-14 $9793.88 

EXPOSITION PARK PLAYGROUND. 

Received for sand removed from stadium $868.12 

February 10— July 1, 1914. 

Paid for architect fee 500.00 



Balance $368.12 

(EtUbratum JfottA 

Fourth of July, 1913. 

Labor $22.56 

Music 9.00 

Bunting— Flags 2.00 

Badges T5.10 

Athletic goods 23.45 

Printing 6.00 

Groceries 20.04 

Moving pictures 30.00 

Ice cream and lemons 21.85 



$150.00 
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Supplementary Statement. 

The following table refers (irrespective of fiscal year) to the Camp 
of 1913, with the exception of item noted. 

Received — 

Collected from campers — 

Boys $545.00 

Girls 592.35 

Extra meals 7.80 

Supplies 6.50 

Donations 365.50 

Balance from last year's camp 134.34 



Total $1651.49 

Paid- 
Food $648.02 

Transportation 361.75 

Freight and drayage 110.02 

Cots and bedding 65.40 

Printing 12.00 

Rentals 237.43 

Miscellaneous 75.38 



$1510.00 

Miscellaneous, 1912 (late) 3.50 

Total $1513.50 



Balance $ 137.99 

Regular playground employees and volunteer helpers were in 
charge. 

Number of campers — 

Boys 99 

Girls 117 



GIRLS AT SAN GABRIEL CAMP. 
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VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND: 

8 auto cushions for seats — Ford Motor Car Co. 
ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND: 

Tennis net — Wm. H. Hoegee Co. 

2 silver cups for tennis meet — Mr. Barrett. 

100 flags, Fourth of July— Wm. H. Hoegee Co. 

Posters and programs, Fourth of July — A. G. Barnes. 

Coffee, sugar, cream, Fourth of July — Neighborhood grocers. 
RECREATION CENTER: 

$1.50 towards Christmas — Miss Dick, Mrs. Sim. 

65 cents towards doll-house — Visitor. 
SLAUSON PLAYGROUND: 

Flag — Junior Girls' Club. 

Pennant — Senior Athletic Club. 

Curtains — Women's Club. 

Gymnastic rings — Medios Club. 
DOWNEY PLAYGROUND: 

Christmas toys — Bullock's. 
EXPOSITION PARK PLAYGROUND: 

Seven-room cottage (To be removed from condemned land) — Boajrd 
of Public Works. 
VACATION PLAYGROUNDS: 

Normal School — 

Two extra directors furnished — Normal School Parent-Teacher 
Association . 

PLAYGROUND LIBRARIES: 

Daily Times, Examiner, Tribune, Express. 
♦SUMMER CAMP— 1913: 

$10.00— Dr. H. G. Brainerd. 

$5.00 — Miss Emma Bumiller. 

$15.00— W. J. Hunsaker. 

$25.00— Mrs Susanna H. Van Nuys. 

$15.00— C. Q. Stanton. 

$5.00— J. E. Fishburn. 

$15.00— Mrs. Blanche H. Garland. 

$7.50— P. M. Johnson. 

$5.00— Mrs. Seeley W. Mudd. 

$7.50— S. P. Mulford. 

$7.50 — D. Freeman. 

$5.00 — M. Lissner. 

$15.00 — H. W. O'Melveny. 

$10.00— A. G. Spalding Bros. 

$1.00— Howard Huntington. 

$50.00— Miss Eloise Mabury. 

$25.00— Mrs. A. C. Balch. 

$15.00— Niles Pease. 

$7.50— Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co. 

$10.00— Tufts-Ly on Arms Co. 

$7.50— F. B. Silverwood. 

$75.00— Dr. and Mrs. John R. Haynes. 

Reduction on transportation — Pacific Electric Railway Co. 
GENERAL: Bethlehem Baths- 
Lot 70 x 70, Corner Vignes and Ducommun Streets, containing 
showers and plunge, valued between $5000 and $6000 — Bethlehem Ben- 
evolent Board. 



♦Donations for the Camp of 1914 will appear in the next report. 
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ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND. 

Miss Grace Kincaid Folk dancing classes 

Miss Daisy Estelle Lake — — — — 

Miss Joan McCall 

RECREATION CENTER. 

Miss Clara Lammerson Assistance on playground 

Mrs. Maud Wilson Sewing — Playground and gymnasium 

Miss Florence M. Moote Neighborhood visiting and teaching 

English to foreigners. 
Miss Myrtle E. Thompson Neighborhood visiting and teaching 

English to foreigners. 
Miss Nell A. Miller Neighborhood visiting and teaching 

English to foreigners. 

George Daniels ...Assistance in gymnasium work 

John Keenan Assistance in bowling alley 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND. 

George A. Isbell Band leader 

Lynn Rugg Playground work 

Mrs. G. A. Jesson Kindergarten work 

Miss Gladys Wilhelm Dramatics 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND. 

Miss Maud Rogers Games and story telling 

Raymond Watts ....Assistance on playground 

DOWNEY PLAYGROUND. 

Miss Angell 

Miss Mildred Taylor 

Park Davidson 

Miss Emma Bergman Industrial work 

PLAYGROUND LIBRARIES. 

Miss Agnes McLean Story telling 




Digitized by Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



"We are now in the mountains and they are 
in us, kindling enthusiasm, making every nerve 
quiver, filling every pore and cell of us. Our 
flesh-and-bone tabernacle seems transparent as 
glass to the beauty about us, as if truly an 
inseparable part of it, thrilling with the air and 
trees, streams and rocks, in the waves of the 
sun, — a part of all nature, neither old nor young, 
sick nor well, but immortal." 

"Oh, these vast, calm, measureless mountain 
days, inciting at once to work and rest! Days 
in whose light everything seems equally divine, 
opening a thousand windows to show us God. 
Nevermore, however weary, should one faint by 
the way who gains the blessings of one moun- 
tain day; whatever his fate, long life, short life, 
stormy or calm, he is rich forever." 

— John Muir 
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The following list exemplifies the general social uses to which the 
various club houses are put, outside of the usual club and class meet- • 
ings, women's playday luncheons, and library sessions and story hours. 

July..2 — Dance. Folk and old time dances. 

July 4 — Fourth of July celebration. — Slauson Playground, 
uly 12— Party.— Boys 1 Class. 
July 19 — Folk dancirfg party. — Men and women of neighborhood. 
July 28 — Bowling party with refreshments. 
August 1 — Love shower (Baby clothing). — Women's Club. 
August 9 — Bowling — supper— dance. — Bowling Clubs. 
August 16— Bowling contest and supper — Senior Gymnasium Class. 
August 20 — Bowling contest and supper — Temple Sunday School 
Class. 

August 21 — Party to mothers. — Boys' Gymnasium Class. 
August 26 — Love shower — Women's Club. 
September 1 — Bowling contest and social with refreshments. 
September 5 — Supper and social. — Sunday School Teachers, Temple 
Church. 

September 8 — Party. — Junior Girls. 
September 10 — Love shower. — Women's Club. 
September 27 — Party. — Sunday School Class. 
October 1 — Love shower. — Women's Club. 
October 11 — Dramatic entertainment. — Women's Club. 
October 15 — Women's birthday party. — Women. 
October 18 — Moving picture entertainment. — Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Young. 

October 25 — Social. — Senior Athletic Club. 

October 27 — Hallowe'en party. — Girls and boys. 

October 27 — Bowling party and lunch. — Men and women. 

October 30 — Hallowe'en party. — Berean Class. 

November 1 — Birthday party. — Mrs. Pruett. 

November 8 — "Hard Times" dance. — Women's Club. 

November 12 — Women's birthday party. 

November 14 — Bowling contest. — Monday and Tuesday Clubs. 
November 18 — Luncheon. — Women's Club. 
November 25 — Love shower. — Women's Club. 

November 29 — Lecture, "Mad Rush to Alaska." — Mr. A. A. Dietz. 
December 1 — Bowling contest. — Monday and Tuesday Clubs. 
December 4 — "Kid" party. — Girls' Class. 
December 6 — Entertainment, home talent. — Women's Club. 
December 13 — Gymnastic and musical entertainment. — Slauson 
Clubs. 

December 14 — Entertainment, home talent. 
December 20 — Bowling party. — College of Osteopathy. 
December 27 — Christmas entertainment. — Women's Club. 
December 31 — Lecture "To Mothers." — Hush Gibson. 
January 3 — Banquet and dance. — Medios Club. 
January 10 — Play, "Mrs. Briggs of the Poultry Yards." — Women's 
Club. 

January 14 — Birthday party and entertainment — Women's Club. 
January 17 — Bowling content. — Senior Athletic Club. 
January 21 — Receotion to Mrs. Pruett's daughter. — Mrs. Shaw. 
January 21 — Bowling contest. — Senior Athletic Club. vs. Christian 
Church Team. 

January 24 — Party. — Intermediate Athletic Club. 
January 30 — Dance. — Medios Club. 
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January 31 — Supper and dance. — Slauson Seniors. 
February 4 — Reception to Mrs. A. A. Dietz. — Tuesday Night Gym- 
nasium Class. 

February 7 — Party and supper. — Mrs. Cleverly, P. T. A. 

February 11 — Birthday party. — Women's Club. 

February 13 — Supper and afternoon social. — Medios Club. 

February 14 — Valentine party. — Women's Club. 

February 19 — Love shower. — Women's Club. 

February 21 — Play, "No Man in the House." — Women's Club. 

February 28 — Young people's social. 

March 5 — Party and dance. — U. S. C. Club. 

March 6 — Party and supper. — Junior Athletic Club. 

March 7 — Party and dance. — Miss Glee Richardson. 

March 10 — Birthday party dinner. — Women's Club. 

March 14 — Play, "Miss Mirandy's Minstrels." — Women's Club. 

March 18 — Love shower and luncheon. — Women's Club. 

March 20 — Love shower, luncheon and social. — Women's Club. 

March 21 — Dance. — New Slauson Club. 

March 24 — Social and supper. — Girls. 

March 25 — Women's Club meetings. 

March 26 — Party and dance. — C. S. S. Class. 

March 27 — Lunch and social. — Owl Club. 

April 1 — Party and supper. — Intermediate Athletic Club. 

April 2 — Lunch and social. — Women's Club. 

April 4 — Social and dance. — Owl Club. 

April 7 — Supper and bowling. — Girls Gymnasium Class. 

April 11 — Indian play, "War Cloud." — Women's Club. 

April 14 — Supper and bowling party. — Belle Ayers. 

April 15 — Birthday party. — Women's Club. 

April 18 — Party and dance. — Kermos Club. 

April 24 — Women's playday — Hazard and Downey women enter- 
tained. 

April 29 — Women's meeting. 

May 7 — Bowling contest. — 2 Classes of Cong'l S. S. 
May 8 — Supper and social. — Owl Club. 
May 9 — Colonial ball. — Women's Club. 
May 13 — Birthday party and dinner. — Women's Club. 
May 23 — Social and dance. — Owl Club. 
June 6— Party and social. — Miss Laura Talman. 
June 8 — Bowling match. — Monday and Tuesday Clubs. 
June 12 — Play, "Woodhill Graduation Day." — Miramontc School. 
June 20 — Flag raising. — Boys' and Girls' Clubs. 
June 23 — Reception to Director Dietz and Mrs. Dietz. — Women's 
Gymnasium Classes. 

June 24 — Bowling match. — Slauson vs. Violet. 
June 27 — Party and social. — Mrs. V. V. Vodna. 
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Report mt piatf tfnmttli Sranrlj Hibrarfea 

JULY 1, 1914. 

The playground libraries have in the past year succeeded in 
furnishing literature to a very large number of people in the vicinity 
of the playgrounds as the accompanying statistics show. 

Circulation of books in the foreign languages has increased and 
"those who have knocked at our gates" have greatly appreciated the 
opportunity of reading books written in their native tongue. 

Frequenters of the playground libraries were indeed very fortunate 
in having for two afternoons every week during the year, Miss Agnes 
McLean who volunteered her services to tell stories in the libraries 
at all the playgrounds. These delightful hours for the children and 
mothers proved to be a great drawing card to some who had never 
before had a desire for reading and they were also an unlimited help 
in directing the reading tastes of all those who were able to enjoy the 
stories. Mothers came to Miss McLean for advice in the selection 
and telling of stories in their homes to their own children and she 
very willing gave it. Her selection was of the highest order and 
we hope the day is not far distant when some talented person shall 
be hired by the Commission to spend her entire time in exerting an 
influence upon the people, which can be done in no other way than 
by the telling of the best in literature. 

It is the desire and aim of those in charge of the libraries in the 
playgrounds to select only the highest type of magazines and the 
best of books, both in fiction and non-fiction, for those who come to 
enjoy the quiet and restful influence of the reading-room or who wish 
to borrow books for home reading. 

Not only is it the pleasure of the librarians to aid readers in making 
selections of books and to create as cultured an atmosphere as possible 
in the reading-room, but many neighborhood calls are made both to 
homes and schools, which brings the playground worker in closer 
contact with parents and children. Attendance of the librarians at 
many happy occasions is requested and enjoyed and it is their desire 
to become one of the neighborhood in which they are working, not 
to be merely dispensers of books. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JANE DICK, Playground Librarian. 
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^upermtmbcnt'a ^Rsport for tEfcro T§haxz 
Jaiimig 30, 1914 



To the Board of Playground Commissioners of the City of Los 
Angeles: 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

During the two years ending June 30, 1914, this department 
has continued its steady growth until at the present date it 
now controls and operates five regular playgrounds, one recrea- 
tion center, one large athletic field, one bath house and natatori- 
um, fifteen vacation playgrounds and one summer camp — in all, 
six different types of playgrounds. In addition to the above 
mentioned, one small bath house is under construction ; funds 
have been provided for preliminary work on a new regular 
playground to be secured, in the near future, from the county 
authorities in exchange for certain city property; a new chil- 
dren's playground will soon be added to Exposition Park, pro- 
ceedings now being under way for securing the same; also, 
the question of securing a public playground is being agitated 
by the people of San Pedro. 

The regular playgrounds, Violet Street, Echo Park, Slau- 
son, Hazard and Downey, contain spacious areas for plays, 
games and athletics; outdoor play and gymnastic apparatus; 
club houses with auditorium or gymnasium, stage, meeting 
rooms, bowling alleys, kitchen, office, dressing and bathing 
quarters. These grounds are open daily, throughout the year, 
for the use of children and adults — afternoon and evening on 
school clays, morning, afternoon and evening on holidays, and 
afternoon on Sundays. Opportunity is here offered for out- 
door and indoor activity, the former more or less vigorous, 
while the latter is usually less vigorous and of a social nature. 

The recreation center has less field space and a large club 
house with more facilities than the regular playground, and 
offers greater opportunity for indoor organized work, such as 
gymnastics, social activities and bathing. This center is open 
daily, except Sunday, practically the same hours as the regular 
grounds. 
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The large athletic field in Exposition Park, approximately 
41 acres in size, is given over for games that require large 
areas, such as baseball, football, cricket, hockey and tennis. 
There is also opportunity for field and track work and large 
demonstrations. The indoor work is restricted to one room in 
the nearby State Exposition Building, loaned by the author- 
ities in charge. Dressing and bathing quarters are provided 
in a field house adjoining the field. This athletic field is open 
to the public daily, throughout the year. 

The vacation playgrounds, located on public school prop- 
erty, are usually small and inadequate, having rather poor ac- 
commodations for handling large groups at play. A minimum 
amount of equipment is furnished. Nevertheless this oppor- 
tunity for caring for the children during the hot summer vaca- 
tion should not be overlooked. The public is admitted morn- 
ing and afternoon daily, except Sunday. 

The Summer Camp for the past two years has been located 
in the San Gabriel Canyon, fourteen miles North of Azusa. 
This camp is practically a playground in the mountains with 
nature's own unlimited play field and equipment. The activ- 
ity here takes a different form and is in keeping with the sur- 
roundings, there being opportunity for camping out, "hiking", 
swimming, fishing, campfire stories and songs. The camp is 
operated two months each year, July for boys and men and 
August for girls and women. It is planned next year to have 
a family outing in September. Those who attend are charged 
$7.50 for a two weeks' outing, which covers all expenses, in- 
cluding transportation. 

A new permanent camp site of approximately 23 acres has 
been leased from the government. It is located in the San 
Bernardino Mountains fifteen miles north of San Bernardino. 
This site is ideal for camping purposes, and should meet all 
demands for many years. To date there is ample equipment, 
with facilities for successful work this coming summer. 

The bath house and natatorium, a recent donation to the 
city from the Bethlehem Benevolent Board, is being rehabil- 
itated. This plant now contains one large concrete plunge, 
fourteen hot and cold showers and one bath tub. The opening 
date will be about the middle of July and the plans are to keep 
open morning, afternoon and evening on week days, and after- 
noon on Sundays. Special days will be set aside for girls and 
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women. One of the most important additions to the system 
has been the acquisition of this public bath house and nata- 
torium. The date of this acquisition should long be remem- 
bered by our citizens as the beginning of a new and important 
branch of public service. I am sure this bath house will prove 
its worth and open the way for others of more modern con- 
struction and equipment. If there is to be a monument erected 
in honor of the aqueduct project, what could be more appro- 
priate and of greater value to the city than a modern public 
bath house and natatorium filled from a beautiful fountain 
through which would flow the pure, clear, sparkling Owens 
River water, in which our boys, girls and adults could bathe, 
swim and frolic throughout the year? It would provide for 
cleanliness and the development of a strong physique. 

On practically all the playgrounds an effort has been made, 
through planting of grass, shrubs, vines and trees, to beautify 
fields, slopes, fences and buildings. The various centers show 
the effect of this attention and are now looked upon as beauty 
spots in their communities. 

Several important acquisitions to the system are pending 
and should within a year's time be well under way. 

The ten-acre children's playground, shortly to be added to 
Exposition Park, should be made a model in every respect. 
Great care must be taken to equip with the best of materials, 
and the arrangement should be such as to accommodate thou- 
sands of children. The grounds should be treated and planted 
in such a manner as to be in keeping with the balance of the 
park. This little children's section should prove to be a very 
useful and attractive feature of the park. 

The new playground site between Highland Park and 
Garvanza offers a wonderful opportunity. It contains in the 
neighborhood of four acres of land and is so located as to be 
accessible to a large population, with good car service. The 
soil is such as to make an excellent surface, and, with but little 
grading and proper division of field and arrangement of equip- 
ment, this center should afford the people of the neighborhood 
a fine opportunity for recreation. 

Materials have been purchased in preparation for the con- 
struction of a bath house to be erected, on city property, in a 
Mexican Settlement between 7th and 9th Streets just east of 
the Los Angeles river. This will be a blessing to the people 
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in this section as a modern bathtub or shower is an unknown 
quantity there. 

In San Pedro the question of securing a workingmen's club 
and also a public playground has been agitated to such an ex- 
tent that it seems quite probable the people of this section will 
be repaid for their earnest efforts along this line. It is to be 
hoped the playground will materialize in the near future. 
There is probably no section of the city that has more need for 
a playground. Encouragement and assistance should be given 
this project. 

This growth along material lines has been paralleled by a 
similar growth in quality and quantity of public service rend- 
ered. In fact the material growth is partly a result of in- 
creased demand by the public for this service. In all the cen- 
ters there has been a marked increase in attendance and a 
greater interest shown in the activities by the public at large. 
The play and recreation movement is gradually coming to the 
front, and more and more the people are realizing the value of 
these recreation centers. Requests come from all sections of 
the city for such centers. 

Progress is a result also of constant promotion, organiza- 
tion and execution on the part of the directors in charge. Ef- 
fort has been exerted along lines that would bring larger num- 
bers into the game. The desire to play oftener and in the 
proper spirit has been fostered both in children and in adults. 

On legal and other holidays, special programs, in keeping 
with the occasion, have been presented on the playgrounds. 
These have generally been planned and carried out with the 
co-operation of the neighborhood people. Many thousands 
have witnessed and participated in the various events. Fourth 
of July, Christmas, May Day and Thanksgiving are the main 
holidays celebrated. The policy has been to have local cele- 
brations in the various playground communities, thus giving 
opportunity for enjoyment to larger numbers. Occasionally a 
general "get together" athletic contest, play day or festival is 
held, with several or all of the playgrounds participating. 

Christmas programs have, in several instances, been given 
in the open air and have proven very successful. Whether in- 
door or outdoor these programs include the enjoyment of a 
beautifully decorated tree, the singing of carols and presenta- 
tion of Christmas plays. 
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HANS ANDERSEN FESTIVAL IN ELYSIAN PARK. 
(The Larger Portion of the Audience is Hidden by the Trees.) 
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Fourth of July proves to be a big day with a celebration 
consisting of addresses, parade, music, athletic sports, comic 
contests, drills, and ending in the evening with an outdoor mov- 
ing picture entertainment. 

A wonderful "get together" spirit is developed in the play- 
ground neighborhoods on these occasions. 

Other legal and minor holidays are celebrated on the play- 
grounds in a manner fitting the respective occasions. 

In place of the usual May Day celebration, this year a gala 
day was held in Elysian Park in April, in honor of Hans An- 
dersen's birthday. Here, in a beautiful outdoor amphitheatre, 
an excellent program of fairy plays was presented by children 
to thousands of spectators. The Junior Department of the 
Drama League originated and worked out this excellent plan, 
in which the school and playground departments in combined 
effort took active part. The morning was given over to story 
telling to groups scattered under the trees. After a picnic 
lunch, the thousands of children and grown-ups flocked to the 
natural woodland theatre, where a series of fairy plays, ta- 
bleaux and pantomimes were given. The occasion was most 
enjoyable and profitable. 

There is great opportunity for continuance and develop- 
ment of this dramatic work and, with a little outlay, Los An- 
geles might have an excellent outdoor theatre that would be 
useful, well attended and easy of access. 

The facilities for outdoor and indoor activities on the play- 
grounds are being taxed to the utmost. The national game of 
baseball holds the lead, the diamonds being in constant demand 
by the many organized teams — while football, basket ball, track 
work, tennis and outdoor gymnastic work have their many en- 
thusiastic followers. The girls' divisions are equally as busy as 
the boys. The older girls, with their various games, and the 
little tots, with their apparatus and active plays, present an in- 
teresting picture that supplements the activities of the boys. 

There is urgent demand for tennis courts from many sec- 
tions of the city. The seven new courts at Exposition Park 
will tend to relieve this situation, but this demand will continue 
to increase and should be met with a corresponding increase in 
facilities. 

The greatest growth has been in the use of the indoor fa- 
cilities for recreation. With the buildings open six days each 
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week, there is keen interest shown in the adult work. Parents' 
clubs, mothers' clubs, young men's and young women's 
clubs, working boys' and working girls' clubs, gymnastic 
classes, bowling clubs, dramatic clubs, musical clubs and bands 
have been organized. Socials, parties, dances, weddings, lec- 
tures and entertainments are numerous. The buildings have 
also been used for political discussions and voting purpose?. 
The demand for baths has been steady, and in cases exceeded 
the capacity. The library work, under the supervision of the 
Public Library, has shown remarkable growth. That Depart- 
ment has been fortunate in having such excellent workers at 
its command as those who conduct the five playground li- 
braries. 

A very interesting development has been made in the 
story-telling branch of the library work. A specially trained 
worker in charge of this branch has accomplished wonderful 
results. Through the stories many valuable lessons are 
taught, and lasting impressions made on the minds of the 
many hundreds that eagerly gather on these occasions. Great 
care is taken in the selection and presentation of the stories. 




STORY HOUR— VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND. 
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On several of the playgrounds certain rooms are used as 
district nurses' headquarters and welfare stations. This work 
is conducted under the supervision of the Nursing Bureau 
of the Health Department, and is proving, as always, of great 
benefit. 

The success of the playground work as a whole is largely 
due to the efforts of the directors in charge. The directors are 
vitally interested in their work and have proven willing, ener- 
getic and loyal workers, anxious to do their duty at all times. 

Our policy of having a director reside on each playground is 
an excellent one. With the growth of the adult work and gen- 
eral increase in activity, this plan makes it possible for the 
director to keep in close touch with existing neighborhood 
conditions. The department as well as the director profits 
by this arrangement. 

The monthly social conferences and semi-annual outings, 
where directors and commissioners have come together to dis- 
cuss topics of playground interest and mingle as friends, have 
tended to develop a fine spirit in the department. It is grati- 
fying and encouraging to our workers to feel that the com- 




KITE-FLYIXG COXTEST— SLAt'SOX PLAYGROl'XD. 
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missioners have a deep interest in the local playground prob- 
lems. 

The recent Play Congress held in San Francisco was well 
attended by our directors. Many interesting lectures, discus- 
sions and demonstrations were included in the program, which 
proved to be very beneficial to those attending. 

Many volunteer workers have willingly given their services 
as assistants to the regular directors. This service has aided 
materially in the development of the work. 

A recent ordinance passed by the Council, wherein the direc- 
tors' salaries have been increased, will insure better service, 
in that the directors will not be continually leaving the de- 
partment for more remunerative positions. 

An adjustment in the office force, abolishing the positions 
of two supervisors, and creating the offices of assistant su- 
perintendent and directors at large, has been a wise step, as 
it concentrates authority and provides for regular substitutes. 
A regular stenographer has also proven a great help. 

I wish to emphasize the value of our mechanical force. The 
scheme in the past has been to have only sufficient help in 
this line to attend to repairs and upkeep, but it has been found 
advisable to have our mechanics do construction work as well. 
Time and again this work has been performed at one-half the 
price asked by contractors. 

Following along this line I might state that a system of 
handling supplies from a general stock room has been devised. 
This means better service in furnishing regular supplies to the 
various grounds. The establishment of a second store room, 
used as a work shop and a store room for repair materials, has 
proven a money and time saver. The city's general store, 
where we may purchase materials and supplies on short notice, 
is also a great help. 

This department is fortunate in having many staunch sup- 
porters. The mayor, and the councilmen as a whole and in 
committees, have given the matter of playground interest 
careful consideration. The various city departments and of- 
ficials have rendered valuable assistance on many occasions. 
The public at large, particularly in neighborhoods where play- 
grounds are located, have come forward and assisted in the 
promotion of this work. Many individuals who are espe- 
cially interested in the summer camp have given financial as- 
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sistance -where it was impossible for the city to give. Com- 
missioner Silverwood, who is particularly interested in boys' 
work, is raising funds to send a large number to the 1914 
camp, who could not otherwise afford an outing. Here I wish 
also to mention the valuable service rendered by our volunteer 
workers. They have entered into the work with a fine spirit 
and are repaid only in feeling that they give help and pleasure 
to others. 

It should be gratifying to the commissioners to know that 
this spirit of co-operation exists. It shows an appreciation on 
the part of the city officials and the public at large, of the ex- 
cellent service that is being rendered by the Playground Com- 
mission. This in a measure should repay the commissioners 
for the time and energy given in furthering the play and recre- 
ation movement in Los Angeles. 

Before concluding this report, I wish to submit for your 
consideration the following suggestions, which I believe, if 
followed, will make for more efficient work in the department. 

The present scheme of administration on each playground 
provides for two directors, who render service practically in- 
dependent of one another. A better plan would be to have one 
director take all administrative responsibility and the other 
director act in the capacity of assistant. This would concen- 
trate authority, place responsibility and make for more efficient 
service. 

More space for outdoor play should be secured at the 
Recreation Center. This is necessary to accommodate the 
children that now attend. It would also increase the attend- 
ance and provide for a greater variety of activity. 

An addition should be made to the club house at Downey 
Playground, if possible. This addition would be used to good 
advantage as the people of this neighborhood are very anxious 
for the improvement. 

Additional dressing and bathing quarters should be pro- 
vided for Exposition Park. The recent athletic celebrations 
have demonstrated that the present quarters are very inade- 
quate. There is ample room under the present concrete grand 
stand to provide temporary accommodations until such time as 
a large permanent club house may be constructed. 

The vacation playground work condcuted by this depart- 
ment on school property has proven so successful that I be- 
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lieve we should operate no less than twenty-five such grounds. 
The cost per ground for two months would not exceed $350. 

There is urgent need for more large^play fields in this city, 
particularly during the summer months when our children 
have so much leisure time. I believe it would be an excellent 
plan to secure a loan of or lease on certain vacant land, and 
furnish the same with sufficient equipment to make this land 
usable for field games. By using a corps of substitutes, this 
work could be carried on at moderate cost. 

The question of this department's handling and supervising 
all athletic sports conducted in the public parks has been dis- 
cussed informally. I believe if an arrangement of this sort 
should be made with the Park Board, it would prove a wise 
step, for it would provide supervision by trained workers, and 
would naturally increase the use of the present facilities. This 
plan merits careful consideration, as I believe both depart- 
ments would benefit thereby. 

I take pleasure in presenting this report in which I trust 
you may find some interesting facts and suggestions. 
Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES B. RAITT, 

Superintendent. 
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fflttg of Una Aiuplra * 

July 1, 1914. 

City founded 1781 

City incorporated April 4, 1850 

Population, estimated 550,000 

Area, square miles 107.62 

Total length of streets, miles 1441 

Total length of electric railroads (urban), miles 365 

Total length of electric railroad (interurban), miles 1036 

Assessed valuation $415,864,410 

Tax rate (city) $1.60 

Churches 350 

Theatres 20 

Motion picture houses 119 

Park area, acres 3984 

Number of school houses 154 

Number of school teachers 2378 

Public school enrollment 87,209 
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Gttprfor Attitttitoitttt Aitaptri fHarrlf, 1311 

Playground Department. 

Sec. 263. There is hereby established a department of the govern- 
ment of the City of Los Angeles to be known as the Playground 
Department, which shall be under the management and control of a 
Board of five commissioners to be known as the Board of Playground 
Commissioners. 

Sec. 264. The members of the Board of Playground Commissioners 
shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to confirmation by a majority 
of the Council. All such appointments shall be made so that not more 
than three of said commissioners shall be of the same sex. The mem- 
bers of said Board shall serve without compensation, and shall hold 
office for four years, and until their successors are appointed and 
qualify; provided, however, that the five members first appointed here- 
under shall so classify themselves by lot that one shall go out of office 
on the first Monday in January, 1912, one on the first Monday in Janu- 
ary, 1913, one on the first Monday in January, 1914, and two on the 
first Monday in January, 1915. If any vacancy occur the Mayor shall 
fill the same for the unexpired term, subject to confirmation by a 
majority of the Council. 

Sec. 265. The Board of Playground Commissioners shall organize 
by electing one of their members President, who shall hold office for 
one year ,and until his successor is elected, unless his membership on 
the Board sooner expires. The Board shall maintain an office, to be 
provided by the Council, for the transaction of the business of the 
Playground Department. Said Board shall hold regular meetings at 
least once in each week. The Board shall appoint a secretary, not a 
member of the Board, who shall receive such salary as may be pre- 
scribed by ordinance. He shall keep a record of all its proceedings, 
specifying therein the names of the commissioners present at all the 
meetings, giving the ayes and noes upon all votes, and shall also keep 
a full account of all property, money receipts and expenditures of the 
said department. 

Sec. 266. The Playground Department shall consist of a superin- 
tendent of playgrounds, and such other officers, assistants and em- 
ployees as the Council shall by ordinance determine. The salaries of 
all officers and employees of the Playground Department shall be fixed 
by the Council by ordinance. All appointments, suspensions and re- 
movals in the department shall be made by the Board of Playground 
Commissioners, subject to such civil service regulations as are now or 
may hereafter be in force. 

Sec. 267. All children's playgrounds, recreation centers and summer 
camps now or hereafter owned or controlled by the City of Los An- 
geles, either within or without its limits, shall be under the exclusive 
control and management of the Board of Playground Commissioners. 
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Sec. 268. The Board of Playground Commissioners shall have 
charge, superintendence and control, under such ordinances as may 
from time to time be adopted by the Council, of the design, construc- 
tion, maintenance and use of all buildings and other improvements 
upon playgrounds. 

Sec. 269. The Board of Playground Commissioners shall prescribe 
the rules and regulations for the government of the department, and 
fix and enforce the penalties for their violation. 

Sec. 270. The Board of Playground Commissioners may, for and on 
behalf of the City of Los Angeles, receive donations, legacies or be- 
quests for the improvement or maintenance of said playgrounds, or 
for the acquisition of new playgrounds, and all moneys that may be 
derived from such donations, legacies or bequests shall, unless other- 
wise provided by the terms thereof, be deposited in the treasury of the 
City of Los Angeles to the credit of the Playground Fund. The same 
may be drawn therefrom and paid out only in the manner provided 
for the payment of moneys legally appropriated for the support and 
improvement of such playgrounds. If the moneys derived from such 
gifts, bequests or legacies shall at any time exceed in amount the sum 
necessary for immediate expenditure on said playgrounds, the Board 
may invest all or a part of the surplus in interest-bearing bonds of the 
United States or of the State of California or of any county, municipal- 
ity or school district thereof. As to all such property the Board of 
Playground Commissioners shall be deemed and considered to be a 
special trustee thereof for the City of Los Angeles. 

Sec. 271. The Council shall have power, by ordinance, to set aside 
for playground purposes any lands now or hereafter owned or con- 
trolled by the city and not held for or devoted to, any other public use. 

Sec. 272. The Council shall, for the acquisition, development and 
maintenance of children's playgrounds, appropriate annually such an 
amount as may, in the judgment of the Council, be necessary or 
proper, and the amount so appropriated shall be credited to the Play- 
ground Fund. 

Sec. 273. The Board of Playground Commissioners, the Superin- 
tendent of Playgrounds, and all other officers and employees of the 
Playground Department shall have such further powers and perform 
such other duties as may be granted or imposed by ordinance. 
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(New Series.) 

An Ordinance providing for the number of officers, assistants and 
employes in the Playground Department of the City of Los Angeles, 
prescribing their duties and fixing their compensation. 

The Mayor and Council of the City of Los Angeles do ordain as 
follows: 

Section 1. That from and after the date this ordinance becomes 
effective, the Playground Department of the City of Los Angeles shall 
consist of the following officers, assistants and employes who shall 
receive as compensation the amounts herein set forth, to wit: 

A Secretary of the Board of Playground Commissioners who shall 
receive a salary of $135 per month; 

A Superintendent of Playgrounds, whose duty shall be under the 
supervision and direction of said Board, to superintend and control 
the use of the public playgrounds, and of all equipment thereon or 
that may be provided therefor; and to perform such other duties as 
said Board may direct; and who shall receive a salary of $200 per 
month; 

One Assistant Superintendent of Playgrounds at a salary of $170.00 
per month; 

One Director at Large at a salary of $100.00 per month; 

One Director at Large at a salary of $95.00 per month. 

Two (2) Directors at a salary of $120.00 per month each; 

Six (6) Directors at a salary of $100.00 per month each during 
emergency and probationary periods and whose salary shall be $120.00 
per month each after permanent appointment; 

Seven (7) Directors at a salary of $95 per month each during 
emergency and probationary periods and whose salary shall be $105.00 
per month each after permanent employment; 

One (1) Vacation Director at a salary of $80 per month, who shall 
be employed during three and one half months in each year only; 

Twenty-seven (27) Vacation Directors at a salary of $75 per month 
each, and shall be employed during three (3) months in each year 
only; 

One (1) Assistant Vacation Director at a salary of $50 per month, 
who shall be employed during three (3) months in each year only; 

Twelve (12) Substitute Directors who shall receive $1.50 per ses- 
sion each, morning, afternoon, or evening. 

Two Accompanists who shall receive the sum of 60 cents per hour 
for each hour actually employed; 

One (1) Stenographer at a salary of $75.00 per month; 

One (1) Head Mechanic at a salary of $95.00 per month; 

One (1) Mechanic at a salary of $80.00 per month; 

One Gardener at a salary of $80.00 per month; 

Eight (8) Caretakers at a salary of $65.00 per month each; 
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Four (4) Vacation Caretakers at a salary of $65.00 per month each, 
and who shall be employed during three (3) months only each year; 
Two (2) Bath Attendants at 25 cents per hour; 
Three (3) Mechanics at $3.50 per diem each; 
Two (2) laborers at $2.75 per diem each; 
Three (3) Laborers at $2.50 per diem each; 
Four (4) Teamsters at $5.00 per diem each. 

Sec. 2. All persons mentioned in Section 1 of this ordinance whose 
compensation is therein fixed at a per diem or hour rate, shall be paid 
only for the time they are actually employed, eight hours to constitute 
a day's work. 

Sec. 3. That the salaries herein specified shall be in full compensa- 
tion for all services of every kind rendered by the persons mentioned 
in this ordinance. 

Sec. 4. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance 
by a unanimous vote and cause the same to be published once in The 
Los Angeles Daily Journal. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was passed by the 
Council of the City of Los Angeles by the unanimous vote of all the 
members of said Council present, there being not less than seven 
members present, at its meeting of May 29, 1914. 



CHAS. L. WILDE, 

City Clerk. 



Approved this 29th day of May, 1914. 



F. J. WHIFFEN, 

Acting Mayor. 
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July 1, 1914 



Violet Street Playground - - 
Echo Park Playground - - - 

Recreation Center 

Slauson Playground - - - - 
Hazard Playground - - - - 
Downey Playground - - - - 
Exposition Park Athletic Field 
Substitutes - - 



IF. O. JENNINGS 

1 MRS. ALICE P. SAVAGE 

R. L. QUIGLEY 
HAZELLE POLLOCK 

E. N. ROBINSON 
MRS.RUTH WILLARD MOSS 

ARTHUR A. DIETZ 
MRS. ANNA L. STEINMAN 

j EMERGENCY APPOINTEE 
1 ALMA WILSON 

RUTHERFORD LARSON 
BETHA L. BERGMAN 

{EMERGENCY APPOINTEE 

R. H. HARVEY 
EDITH S. BRYAN 



librarians 

JANE DICK FLORENCE L. HURST 
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JOSEPH D. RADFORD, President - - 1124 W. Adams St. 
MRS. WILLOUGHBY RODMAN - - 2631 Orchard Ave. 

BESSIE D. STODDART 1052 Beacon St. 

DR. J. E. COWLES 1101 W. Adams St. 

F. B. SILVERWOOD 554 S. Broadway 

CHARLES B. RAITT, Superintendent. 
GEORGE SIM, Assistant Superintendent. 
CHARLES S. LAMB, Secretary. 

Meetings of the Commission Thursdays at 9.00 o'clock 
a. m., Normal Hill Centei, Grand Avenue and Fifth Street, 
after January 1, 1915. 
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Blessings on thee, little man, 

Barefoot boy, with cheek of tan! 

With thy turned-up pantaloons, 

And thy merry whistled tunes; 

With thy red lip, redder still 

Kissed by strawberries on the hill; 

With the sunshine on thy face, 

Through thy torn brim's jaunty grace; 

From my heart I give thee joy, — 

I was once a barefoot boy! 

Prince thou art, — the grown-up man 

Only is republican. 

Let the million-dollared ride! 

Barefoot, trudging at his side, 

Thou hast more than he can buy 

In the* reach of ear and eye, — 

Outward sunshine, inward joy: 

Blessings on thee, barefoot boy! 



John G. Whitticr. 



CO 
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Report of Playground Commission for 
Year Ending June 30, 1915 



Los Angeles, Cal., July 1, 1915. 

To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles: 

The greatest gain in the work of the Playground Department 
for the past year has been the acquisition of a playground and 
a recreation center at the old Normal School site. The Play- 
ground Commission asked the City Council that the gymnasium 
building be given to this department for the purpose of operating 
a recreation center. For two summers a vacation playground 
had been conducted, and the Commission asked also that the 
playground might become a permanent feature. This plan was 
carried out, and a remarkably fine downtown center has been 
established. The playground was enlarged and equipped, the 
gymnasium was equipped, and a bungalow building is now 
being made over , into a home for the director in charge. On 
April 7th the gymnasium work was begun, although the formal 
opening did not occur until June 26th. The playground was at 
first supervised by the school department, which still conducts a 
number of elementary grades in the larger building. But on 
June 30th this department took charge. The recreation build- 
ing contains not only a splendid gymnasium, but two other floors, 
formerly devoted to classrooms, and it is the plan of the Com- 
mission to use these for clubs, classes, musical, dramatic and art 
organizations, and, in fact to foster whatever may pertain to rec- 
reation and art expression. Located as this building is in the 
downtown district, the opportunities for creating a great center 
are unsurpassed. 

After permission had been granted to operate the "annex" as 
a recreation center, the City Council requested that the Play- 
ground Department take over also the entire custodianship of the 
old Normal School site, which the State Normal School had 
vacated in June. The city had contracted to purchase this site 
of five acres, together with structures, for the sum of $600,000, 
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with the idea of securing a location for a future municipal audi- 
torium and art center. In January, therefore, the offices of this 
department were moved to the main building, a huge structure, 
where it was intended to receive other city departments, to rent 
rooms, and also to accommodate conventions, and other meet- 
ings, since there was an auditorium with a seating capacity of 
one thousand. Soon the department found its hands full, with 
repairs and alterations, with bringing back the neglected park- 
ing to life, with equipping the playground and recreation center, 
etc., etc. The mechanic's shop and the general storeroom were 
moved here from Echo Park Playground, occupying one of the 
several smaller buildings. 

The following city departments are now located in the main 
building: Civil Service Department, City Mothers' Bureau and 
Oil Inspector. The Park Department, Charities Board and Cen- 
sorship Board are soon to come. The United Charities and the 
Parent-Teacher Associations have been given space in one of 
the smaller buildings to store clothing, etc., for relief work. 

Various meetings and conventions have taken place, among 
them a National Civil Service Convention. Quarters for the 
rehearsals of the orchestra, chorus, and ballet of the American 
opera "Fairyland" were furnished, and for the rehearsals of the 
Symphony Orchestra of the Music Convention. The Million 
Club was given accommodations for what was termed a "Juve- 
nile Exposition and Fiesta," to run during June and July. This 
included, besides various entertainments, a splendid exhibit of 
the work of the Los Angeles City Schools, filling many rooms 
of both the main building and of the "annex." 

The name "Normal Hill Center" was adopted for this old 
Normal site, which has become a beehive of varied activities. 

At Exposition Park infield, seven tennis courts have been 
completed, two of which are concrete and the others oil mac- 
adam. Where the proposed stadium is to be located, sand has 
been sold at twenty-five cents a load, and later, given away in 
hopes of getting the excavation deep enough for constructing a 
stadium. But owing to the slowness of the building trades 
which had use for sand, the excavation has lagged. The ten- 
acre condemned tract is ready for equipment as a children's 
playground, and it is hoped that improvements may be made the 
coming fiscal year. The residence of the director is already 
located on this tract, a house which was secured from the 
Board of Public Works through the widening of 39th Street, 
and has been rehabilitated and improved. 
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Slauson Playground also received a house from the Board of 
Public Works, this one being condemned with the ten-acre tract 
at Exposition Park. The house was moved to Slauson and 
made into a pleasant and convenient house for the director and 
his family. 

All of the playgrounds now are furnished with good accom- 
modations for the families of the directors in charge, with the 
exception of Downey Playground, which so far has only a room 
to offer. The residence feature is considered one of our most 
valuable assets for good neighborhood work. 

Echo Park Playground has been given by the Park Depart- 
ment, a strip of land lying to the north of the eucalyptus grove. 
This will be equipped with tennis courts. This gift was made 
possible on account of the straightening of Bellevue Avenue. 

The Recreation Center received attention in the paving and 
curbing of Holly Street and of St. John Street, an improvement 
greatly needed. 

Both the Recreation Center and the Violet Club House were 
given over for some months, during school hours, to accommo- 
date the Ann Street and East Seventh Street Schools, respec- 
tively, these having burned. No rent was charged, but the 
School Department met any extra expense. 

The Municipal Bathhouse and Natatorium, formerly Bethle- 
hem Baths, given last year to the city by the Bethlehem Benevo- 
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lent Board, were formally opened on July 18th with suitable 
exercises and contests. A number of improvements had been 
made. 

The Mexican settlement bathhouse was opened December 26th 
with Christmas exercises. This little house, in the midst of a 
Mexican court located on city land, is doing good work with its 
two showers and dressing rooms. A solar heater provides hot 
water. Materials for swings and seesaws have been purchased. 
This small but exceedingly beneficial little plant was built with 
the Benevolent Fund. 

At San Pedro, the idea had to be abandoned for a while of 
the recreation center for seamen, but it is hoped that this may 
be possible later. There was difficulty about securing enough 
space on city land, and sufficient funds for a suitable building. 

The people of San Pedro, however, went to work upon the 
proposition of securing a playground, by forming a district to 
pay for a city block. An excellent central location was selected. 
It is hoped that this valuable piece of land may be secured to 
the city in this way, and that it may be as fully equipped by the 
city as are the other playgrounds. 

The Garvanza Playground, "Block J," is being graded by the 
help of the city chain-gang. The Board of Public Works has 
donated a house acquired through condemnation of land, and 
this will be removed to the site and be improved for a director's 
dwelling. The trade of certain city land for this county land, 
which has made this playground possible, has not yet been con- 
summated, but while legal steps are being taken, this depart- 
ment has had permission from the county to proceed with the 
work. 

Fourteen Vacation Playgrounds were operated in school yards 
with the customary benefits to the" neighborhoods served. 

The Municipal Camp, at its new, permanent location in the 
San Bernardino Mountains, enjoyed a most successful summer. 
In addition to the usual four weeks for boys and men, and four 
weeks for girls and women, there was instituted a two weeks 
outing for family groups, and this proved a very great benefit. 
The Department was able to take free or on reduced rates, a 
larger number of boys and girls than usual, one hundred and 
twenty in all, as Commissioner Silverwood added his efforts to 
the undertaking and secured many donations for this fund. Not 
counting those in charge of camp, the volunteer helpers and the 
visitors, there were four hundred and twenty-seven campers, 
most of that number enjoying a two- weeks' outing, but a few 
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making a shorter or longer stay. During this spring, quite ex- 
tensive improvements in the camp equipment have been made. 
Twenty-one cabins, with canvas sides, have been built to take 
the place of tents ; — a house containing showers and bath tub, — 
a wash room, — and a rustic bridge have also been added. A 
vegetable garden was planted, and the "campus" was sown to 
grass. 

The terms of office of Mrs. Rodman and Miss Stoddart ex- 
pired in January, but they were reappointed as Playground 
Commissioners for the ensuing four years by Mayor Rose. 

In April, the Board again made Mr. Radford its president for 
the ensuing year. 

The work of the staff has been of a high standard, and alto- 
gether the year has been one in which much progress has been 
made. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BESSIE D. STODDART, 

Playground Commissioner. 
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COUNTY FUND 

EXPOSITION PARK PLAYGROUND 
July 1, 1914— June 30, 1915 

Tennis courts $1,306.95 

Athletic field - 1,496.37 

Water system 20.70 

$2,824.02 

SAND FUND 

EXPOSITION PARK PLAYGROUND 
July 1, 1914— June 30, 1915 

Balance on hand, July 1, 1914 $368.12 

Received for sand removed from stadium 589.18 

On deposit Home Savings Bank $957.30 

Seventy-five percent of the proceeds from sale of sand goes to the 
Playground Department to be used in developing the infield, and 
twenty-five per cent goes to the Sixth District Agricultural Board. 



PLAYGROUND TRUST FUND 

CREDITED TO CAMP 
July 1, 1914— June 30, 1915 

Brought forward $1,285.91 

By cash received account campers and donations 3,432.03 



$4,717.94 

Expenditures 

Cash paid merchandise $2,924.61 



Balance on hand $1,793.33 

SUMMER CAMP— SEASON OF 1914 
Supplementary Statement 
Irrespective of Fiscal Year 

Money Collected — 

Campers $2,312.07 

Extra meals and supplies 68.15 

Sale of burros (4) - 61.00 

Refunds 31.00 

Donations 778.00 

1913 balance 137.99 

$3,388.21 



Paid Out- 
Food $1,125.50 

Transportation 1,307.00 

Freight 150.92 

Burros 84.00 

Extra supplies 21.60 



2,689.02 



Balance 699.19 

Note: Groceries left in camp — estimated 50.00 

$ 749.19 
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PLAYGROUND TRUST FUND 

CREDITED TO SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 
July 1, 1914— June 30, 1915 

June 12, 1915, Entertainment given by Women's Club of Slauson 

Playground $29.85 

To tickets, materials, etc ; 3.40 

Balance on hand $26.45 



BENEVOLENT FUND 

OUTLAY AT MEXICAN SETTLEMENT BATHHOUSE 
July 1, 1914— June 30. 1915 

Departmental credit $690.00 

Labor, materials, etc $630.43 

Material to be delivered 58.17 688.60 

Balance on hand $1.40 



NORMAL SITE FUND 

PLAYGROUND COMMISSION CUSTODIAN 
Beginning October 19, 1914 

To payment on property $100,000.00 

To payment on interest 17,687.50 

To furniture and fixtures 2,221.93 

To salaries 1,959.79 

To supplies and materials 2,530.89 

$124,400.11 
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DONATIONS 



July 1, 1914— June 30, 1915 

The Playground Department is deeply appreciative of the 
many kindnesses that have been shown the playgrounds and the 
summer camp. In addition to the following list of material gifts, 
the Department has benefited by the volunteer services of many 
who have helped in the social work. 



VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 

L. A. Examiner — L. A. Examiner. 
L. A. Tribune— L. A. Tribune. 
Clothing — Miss Lillie Schmidt. 
Services of band — Violet Band. 
Bundle of clothing — 



ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND 

L. A. Times — L. A. Times. 

L. A. Tribune— L. A. Tribune. 

65 loads of dirt — Whittier Construction Co. 

Load of Palms — Park Department. 

$1.50 for costumes — Mothers' Club. 

$2.00 for costumes — Women's Auxiliary. 

Baseball suits ($75.00) — Popular subscription. 



RECREATION CENTER 

L. A. Times — L. A. Times. 
L. A. Tribune— L. A. Tribune. 
L. A. Examiner — L. A. Examiner. 

2 doz. dressed dolls — King's Daughters Class, Pasadena. 
$1.00, Christmas fund — Edith Bryan. 

$2.00, Christmas fund — Baraca Bible Class, Pasadena. 

36 dressed dolls — Friends of department. 

Box of toys, popcorn, apples — Children of Ann St. School. 

One box of apples — Rivers Bros. 

Box mixed candies — Kahn-Beck Co. 

Package of doll scraps — Friend of department. 

Clothes, doll scraps, 3 dolls— U. S. C. Methodist S. S. Class. 

3 dolls and scraps for doll clothes — Mrs. Kirkland. 
1 can white paint — Friend of department. 

1 doz. dressed dolls — Occidental College. 
2-plate gas stove — Friend. 

SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 

Wings for stage setting — Slauson Women's Club. 

Rear stage curtain — Slauson Women's Club. 

Miscellaneous dishes — Slauson Women's Club. 

Parlor clock — Slauson Women's Club. 

Burlap stage curtain — Slauson Women's Club. 

Seven tablecloths and dish towels — Slauson Women's Club. 
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Pennant — Slauson Junior Club. 

Soccer ball — Slauson Junior Athletic Club. 

Slauson pennant ($4.00) — Slauson Senior Athletic Club. 

House for director in charge — Board of Public Works. 

HAZARD PLAYGROUND 

Trees and decorations — L. A. Park Department. 
500 paper plates — L. A. Paper Co. 

$1.00 for Christmas decorations — Miss Emma Bumiller. 

5 free trips to beach — L. A. Evening Herald. 
500 whistles — Children's Shoe Store. 

1000 programs — Crown Printing Co. 
600 lbs. of ice — Citizens Ice Co. 

DOWNEY PLAYGROUND 

20 feet of rope— P. J. Flagg. 

6 Esquimaux costumes, 8 soldier boy coats, 1 jack-in-the-box cos- 

tume, 2^ bolts bunting, 1 bamboo pole — P. J. Flagg, Bertha 
Bergman. 

MUNICIPAL BATHHOUSE 

3 O. G. soap barrels — L. A. Soap Co. 

ARROYO SECO PLAYGROUND 

Grading by chain gang — Board of Public Works. 

MEXICAN SETTLEMENT BATHHOUSE 

Six loads of dirt — I. A. Corrales. 

♦SUMMER CAMP OF 1914 

12 gross bath soap — L. A. Soap Co. 

1 pkg. (300 lbs.) magazines, periodicals, pictures — L. A. Public 
Library. 

For taking campers unable to pay: 
$7.50— \y. V. Ambrose. 
$15.00— Richard Barry. 
$7.50— Mrs. Susanna B. Bryant. 
$7.50 — Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co. 
$7.50— A. K. Brauer. 
$7.50— F. H. Brooks. 
$7.50— A. C. Brode. 
$7.50— A. B. Cass. 
$7.50— A. B. Cass. 
$7.50 — Kaspare Cohn. 
$7.50— T. N. Canfield. 
$7.50— Herbert L. Cornish. 
$6.00— J. C. Cribb. 
$7.50 — Ward Chapman. 
$10.00— J. Tod Cook. 
$7.50— W. E. Dunn. 
$7.50— C. E. DeCamp. 
$75.00— Edwin T. Earl. 
$7.50— C. Eccles. 
$37.50 — Byron Erkenbrecker. 
$7.50-J. E. Fishburn. 
$15.00— D. Freeman. 

♦For donations for Summer Camp of 1915 see page 34. 
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$7.50— Motley H. Flint. 

$15.00— Mrs. Blanch H. Garland. 

$7.50— J. A. Gibson. 

$7.50— M. S. Hellman. 

$7.50— Chas. D. Houghton. 

$7.50— Godfrey Holterhoff, Jr. 

$7.50— R. C. Hamlin. 

$2.00— Miss Louise B. Hugus. 

$7.50— W. P. Jeffries. 

$7.50 — P. M. Johnson. 

$7.50— R. H. Jeffries. 

$7.50— J. H. Jeffries. 

$15.00— A. P. Kelso. 

$7.50— J. B. Lehigh. 

$7.50— W. D. Longyear. 

$15.00—1. A. Lothian. 

$7.50— J. Harry Lewis. 

$7.50— S. P. Mulford. 

$7.50— Mrs. Seeley W. Mudd. 

$7.50— E. W. Murphy. 

$7.50— Oscar Mueller. 

$7.50— Watt L. Moreland. 

$7.50-G. E. Nagel. 

$7.50— L. S. Nordlinger. 

$15.00— H. W. O'Melveny. 

$7.50— R. W. Poindexter. 

$15.00— Niles Pease. 

$7.50— Frank Pfaffinger. 

$7.50— Ed. Peycke. 

$7.50— M. E. Post. 

$10.00— Mrs. Katherine M. Ramsey. 

$7.50— Rotary Club, A. D. Cooper. 

$7.50— Rotary Club, G. L. Ralston. 

$25.00— J. W. Robinson Co. 

$30.00— W. H. Stewart. 

$15.00 — James Slauson. 

$7.50— Horace P. Smith. 

$7.50— Friend. 

$15.00— C. Q. Stanton. 

$37.50 — F. B. Silverwood. 

$15.00— James Shultz. 

$10.00— Edward Strasburg. 

$7.50— Paul Shoup. 

$7.50— Tyler B. Shaw. 

$7.50 — Silverwood's Employees. 

$7.50— P. A. Stanton. 

$10.00— Mrs. Susanna H. Van Nuys. 

$15.00— H. O. Vogel. 

OFFICE 

Book Popular Folk Games and Dances — Friend. 

GENERAL 

69 Magazines — Mrs. Lynn Helm. 
5 Christmas trees — U. S. Forest Reserve. 
Lumber for platform — Park Department. 
Load of palms and peppers — Park Department. 
Moving picture film of playgrounds and May Festival — Norbig 
Film Co. 
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Report of Playground Commission for 
Year Ending June 30, 1916 



Los Angeles, Cal., July 1, 1916. 

To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Los Angeles: 

The most notable advance during the past year was the 
equipping of the ninth playground of the system. On June 24th 
the Arroyo Seco Playground was opened to the public with 
suitable ceremonies. The land comprising some four acres, was 
formerly known as "Block J," and was secured by the city from 
the county by exchange of lands. Two narrow strips to the 
northwest belong to private parties, but permission was given to 
include these strips by their respective owners, Mrs. Anna M. 
Spence and the Pacific Electric Railway Company (the latter to 
be paid the nominal sum of one dollar a year). The playground 
was equipped with the usual outdoor gymnasium and play ap- 
paratus, baseball diamond, tennis courts and basket-ball court. 
Drinking fountains were provided. The fence was placed so 
as to leave an outer strip, which was parked. A field house was 
built. The residence for the director had to be omitted for the 
present, as the house on condemned land that had been offered 
by the Public Works Board was found unsuitable. The beauti- 
ful Carnegie Branch Library adjoins the playground and the 
assembly room of this institution is used by the playground for 
clubhouse activities. 

A plan is under way for securing a tenth playground, al- 
though this will be upon private land, and so will not be a per- 
manent playground like the nine others. Just east of the river, 
lying north and south of First Street, there is a large and over- 
crowded foreign colony, Russians predominating. It was felt 
that something should be provided here, and since there were no 
funds for buying land, the Playground Commission asked the 
Salt Lake Railway if it would not give the use of some of its 
vacant land in that vicinity for a playground. The officials 
kindly granted the request, and the Playground Commission 
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selected a plot of three and eight-tenths acres to equip with 
some simple play apparatus for children and with facilities for 
athletic sports for older boys and girls. The plot will be fenced 
and a small field house will be built and the usual showers be 
provided. Thus the city will have a recreation spot in a much- 
needed district through the courtesy of the Salt Lake Railway, 
who allow the use of the land for a nominal rental of one dollar 
a year and relinquishment of city and county taxes. 

After last summer's busy season at the Playground Camp, it 
was evident that facilities for more campers must be provided. 
Twenty-five cabins were built during the year to add to the 
twenty-one in use last year. Other improvements included a 
larger bathhouse provided with a water heater, — four washtrays 
for the outdoor laundry, — new dish-washing outfit, — new sewage 
system and flush toilets, — store room, — cement floor for outdoor 
dining room, and a new athletic field provided with tennis, hand- 
ball and volley-ball courts, croquet ground and ball diamond. 
Plans were also made for installing a new reservoir. An im- 
provement that will add greatly to the beauty and usefulness of 
the camp is the lodge, a building now under construction. This 
building will contain a large social hall with great fireplace, a 
library, eight bedrooms for overflow and for winter use, and 
offices for camp management. Particularly for winter use this 
lodge will be of great service. Parties may arrange to occupy 
it for week-ends and over holidays, cooking for themselves. 
The stone and log exterior will harmonize with the rugged land- 
scape. 

At the Normal Hill Center, the auditorium in the main build- 
ing is being improved with an excellent stage in place of the 
old platform. This will make the auditorium much more at- 
tractive for conventions and other meetings, as well as for dra- 
matic and musical programs. In addition to the Civil Service 
Department, City Mothers' Bureau and Oil Inspector, which 
occupied quarters in the main building last year, the following 
city departments now have their headquarters at Normal Hill 
Center: — The Park Department, Charities Board, Health De- 
partment with its Housing Bureau and Nursing Bureau, and the 
Women's Police Court. The Censorship Board was also located 
here, but has since been discontinued. The Los Angeles Society 
for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis is given a room 
at a small rental. The Hope Street School continues to rent 
quarters here. The relief work of the Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation is given room in an outside building. 
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The "annex" or gymnasium building, is being improved so as 
to answer better its purpose as a recreation center. The floor 
below the gymnasium when finished, will contain an auxiliary 
gymnasium through throwing two large rooms together (for- 
merly school rooms). Another room is being converted into a 
shower and locker room, and a kitchen. The three large con- 
necting rooms to the south will be used for clubs, classes and 
other social purposes. The ground floor of the building accom- 
modates the kindergarten, first grade and ungraded class of the 
Hope Street School. Three rooms of this floor are rented to 
the Southern California Art Club for a small rental. In time, 
it is hoped that this recreation center may be a fostering place 
for all of the arts, for they form a vital part of recreation. 

At Exposition Park infield, the sale of sand has continued, 
although the market is still naturally poor. There are no funds 
yet available for building the great projected stadium, but this 
splendid improvement will undoubtedly take form a little later 
on. A lighting system has been installed, so that the tennis 
courts may be used at night. On the condemned land, the 
grading has been started for the children's playground, and 
requisitions are issued for fencing and water-system. 

The Municipal Bathhouse and Natatorium was operated very 
successfully last summer. The City Council, however, has 
turned this property, together with its outfitting of lockers, 
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bathing suits, etc., over to the County, and the Public Welfare 
Department of the County now operates this plant. 

The Mexican settlement bathhouse will have to be moved 
where it may accommodate some other little settlement of peo- 
ple. The house court where it was located was moved by the 
Housing Commission for sanitary reasons. 

There have been few improvements put in at the regular play- 
grounds, owing to lack of funds. However, lights were installed 
at Hazard Playground and at Downey Playground, so that games 
might be played at night. At Echo Park Playground the new 
strip has been fenced in, the street in front of the club house and 
director's residence has been paved and sidewalk put in, and in 
the basement of the club house an additional section has been 
made usable for recreation purposes. 

As customary, the School Department allowed this department 
to operate' a number of school yards as vacation playgrounds. 
Eleven of these were opened last summer. 

The Violet Street Playground club house has continued to 
house some of the younger children of the East Seventh Street 
School. The proximity to the playground makes this an ideal 
school room for the little children. Classes from Ann Street 
School were also continued at Recreation Center while their 
building was being constructed. 

In June the Council received a petition asking that swimming 
holes be located in the Arroyo Seco and in the river bed. This 
was granted and referred to the Playground Commission for its 
favorable consideration, and the City Engineer was instructed to 
furnish the chain-gang to do the excavating. Efforts will be 
made to secure these pools before the summer is over. 

The project of securing a recreation beach has been a matter 
of interest to this department for several years. It was pointed 
out by the Harbor Department that it might be feasible to create 
a beach in the angle south of the breakwater and east of Point 
Firmin, if the United States Government would deposit its 
dredged sand at this point. It is hoped that this may come 
about. 

Superintendent Raitt and Secretary Lamb were sent to San 
Francisco as delegates to a Recreation Congress which was held 
there in July. 

The Commission regretted the loss of F. B. Silverwood, who 
resigned from the Commission in July. Mrs. E. R. Brainerd 
was appointed by Mayor Sebastian to fill the vacancy. 
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Dr. J. E. Cowles was reappointed in January for a period of 
four years, and in May was made President of the Commission 
for the ensuing year. 

The department has passed a strenuous but encouraging year 
in meeting the demands of its growing work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BESSIE D. STODDART, 

Playground Commissioner. 



Disbursements of Playground Department 
July 1, 1915— June 30, 1916 



Personal services : $58,680.73 

Structures — Improvements 1,040.75 

Contractual services 6,627.79 

Equipment 2,411.74 

Rents — Insurance 367.25 

Materials 7,535.47 

Supplies 4,769.92 

$81,433.65 

Summary 

Outlays $11,536.35 

Salaries 58,680.73 

Expenses ~ 11,216.57 

$81,433.65 




WOMEN'S GYMNASIUM CLASS, NORMAL HILL RECREATION CENTER. 
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DISBURSEMENTS IN DETAIL OF PLAYGROUND DEPARTMENT 
July 1, 1915 — June 30, 1916 

Total 

Salaries ,...$45,456.38 

Wages 13,224.35 

Advertising .. 1 .25 

Apparatus 619.27 

Athletic supplies 1,346.32 

Automobile .. 455.31 

Auto repairs 356.53 

Auto supplies 100.30 

Belting for swings 12.65 

Burlap, Rope 150.22 

Canvas 92.60 

Electricity 1,164.11 

Electric repairs .. 526.43 

Feed (stock) 7.75 

Fencing 11.75 

Flagpole 40.00 

Food supplies 597.73 

Fireworks 20.00 

Freight, Drayage 937.29 

Fuel 379.59 

Furniture 1,152.26 

Garden supplies 91.73 

Gas 587.09 

Gasoline 170.48 

Glass 59.71 

Globes (electric) ~ 37.24 

Grading .. _ 989.00 

Gravel, Sand 17.12 

Gymnasium apparatus 3,932.00 

Gymnasium supplies 81.80 

Hardware 108.76 

Heater 101.26 

House furnishings 83.12 

Implements, Wire 29.99 

Industrial supplies 234.86 

Insurance .. 201.00 

Janitor supplies 255.04 

Library .... 2.80 

Lumber 2,223.46 

Meals 10.20 

Medical supplies 10.85 

Office supplies 52.53 

Oil 41.18 

Paint ... 1,333.24 

Photos, Books, etc 53.35 

Planting 8.00 

Plumbing 18.82 

Postage 99.95 

Printing 122.16 

Prizes 5.00 

Rent — Camp site 10.00 

Films 81.70 

Tents 57.55 

" Typewriter 6.00 

Repairs of apparatus 805.72 

Sand, Lime, Cement 463.33 

Seed, Tar, Vines 47.76 

Services — Repairs 717.40 

Sewing supplies. Rope 12.69 

Soap .. 169.36 

Stationery 88.60 

Storage — Auto 113.00 

Telegrams 1.82 

Telephones 336.73 

Towel supply 677.69 

Transportation 147.00 

Tuning piano 4*00 

Typewriter 79^47 

Total ..$81.433.6S 
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DISBURSEMENTS IN DETAIL OF PLAYGROUND DEPARTMENT 
July 1, 1915 — June 30, 1916 



Office 

Salaries $3332.09 

Wages 

Advertising . 

Apparatus 

Athletic supplies 

Automobile 

Auto repairs 

Auto supplies 

Belting for swings... 

Burlap, Rope 

Canvas .. 

Electricity 

Electric repairs 

Feed (stock 

Fencing 

Flagpole 

Food supplies 

Fireworks 

Freight, Drayage 

Fuel 

Furniture 45.00 

Garden supplies 

Gas 

Gasoline 

Glass 

Globes (electric) 

Grading 

Gravel, Sand 

Gymnasium apparatus .30 

Gymnasium supplies 

Hardware 1.25 

Heater 

House furnishings 

Implements, Wire 

Industrial supplies 

Insurance 

Janitor supplies - 

Library 2.80 

Lumber 

Meals 

Medical supplies . 

Office supplies 30.14 

Oil ~ 

Paint 

Photos. Books, etc 20.07 

Planting 

Plumbing 2.64 

Postage 99.95 

Printing .57 

Prizes 

Rent — Camp site 

Films 

" Tents 

" Typewriter 6.00 

Repairs of apparatus 11.50 

Sand, Lime, Cement 

Seed, Tar, Vines 

Services — Repairs 

Sewing supplies, Rope 

Stationery 

Storage — Auto 

Telegrams 

Telephones 



Administr' 
$4440.00 



n Violet 
$3189.06 



68.65 
"T.82 
7.95 



Towel supply 

Transportation 

Tuning piano 

Typewriter 79.47 



452.70 
356.53 
100.30 



494.73 



4.19 



34.19 



88.34 



113.00 



100.00 



56.58 



4.98 
144*50 



16.00 
.85 



18.92 



4.00 



Echo 
$3501.73 



28.78 
40.57 



Rec. Cen. 
$3501.73 



139.14 
3.60 
3.22 

.54 
5.60 



34.25 
12.65 



3.18 
18.94 



80.88 
31.70 



10.00 
3.50 
11.76 

"9.43 

18.16 
1.15 



9.63 



5.04 
321.80 



Slauson 
$3372.65 



46.34 

™.*17 
140.74 



21.75 



4.00 
185.14 



455.47 
"26774 



15.00 

.60 
3.60 

"2/50 

8.22 



51.60 
18.37 



14.50 
116.05 



2.00 
"78733 



45.00 
341.92 



60.60 
9.50 



60.58 



14.87 
2.10 



11.91 


12.32 


21.03 


14.59 


11.21 


14.39 






.06 


4.54 




1.78 








6.96 


.73 


28.75 




22.28 


.30 


.98 






2.25 


10.74 




1.18 








112.50 


5.68 


13.94 


~16.42 


6.34 


41.04 


46.73 




13.96 








2.00 


.65 


3.44 


1.20 








.09 


~30 


26.68 




9.60 






.84 


28.86 


796 



4.00 

"8.75 



4.26 
55.85 



5.33 



33.00 
29.09 



Total $3701.56 $6354.46 $3734.40 $3996.28 $5248.07 $4035.48 
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DISBURSEMENTS IN DETAIL OF PLAYGROUND DEPARTMENT 
July 1, 1915 — June 30, 1916 

Exposi. Normal 
Hazard Downey Ath. Field H. R. C. Arro. Sec Camp 
$3017.51 $3324.03 $4956.80 $6886.09 $ 139.56 $ 748.48 



Salaries 

Wages 

Advertising 
Apparatus 



Athletic supplies 
Automobile — ~~ 
Auto repairs 



Auto supplies 

Belting for wings 

Burlap, Rope 

Canvas — . 

Electricity 

Electric repairs 

Feed (stock) 

Fencing 

Flagpole 

Food supplies 

Fireworks — 

Freight, Drayage 

Fuel 

Furniture 



Garden supplies 

Gas 

Gasoline 

Glass 



Globes (electric) 
Grading 



Gravel, Sand 

Gymnasium apparatus 

Gymnasium supplies 

Hardware 

Heater 

House furnishings 

Implements, Wire — 

Industrial supplies 

Insurance 



{an i tor supplies . 
.ibrary 
Lumber 
Meals 



Medical supplies , 
Office supplies .... 
Oil 



Paint 

Photos, Books, etc. ... 

Planting 

Plumbing 

Postage 

Printing .... 

Prizes 

Rent — Camp site 



Films 
Tents 



42.25 



5.12 
59741 



3.19 



1.80 
1.69 



.25 



3.48 
.15 
4.85 
22.50 
3.40 



.25 



36.06 
.90 



.45 
3.47 



" Typewriter 

Repairs of apparatus 

Sand, Lime, Cement 

Seed. Tar, Vines 

Services — Repairs 

Sewing repairs, Rope . 

Soap 

Stationery 

Storage — Auto 

Telegrams .. 

Telephones 33.00 

Towel supply 22.26 

Transportation 

Tuning piano 

Typewriter 



.54 



.71 

57.03 2.50 
59.35 32.45 22.82 



3.25 
MAO 



7.20 
21.69 

"40 

4.23 

" 5*86 

'"6.70 

""a'J£s 

4**66 
19.12 



3.66 
1.68 
49.30 
.05 
5.55 



33.00 
26.73 



3.24 

1*2*53 
" 6.25 

"ioiob 



.44 



488.28 
51.79 
2.15 

ui 

3.50 

"45.00 
1.25 

... „ 



5.00 



96.63 
17.20 



3.00 



33.00 
31.99 



4.00 



8.38 



3.07 






7.00 


.84 


" 22.38 


"*88 


1.26 


5.70 






440.89 


4.17 


7.88 


11.72 


2.57 




40.52 


2.17 





8.12 
124.61 

8.43 
35.05 
4.18 

"""5.84 

"10.63 

"112*95 



3.50 



148.44 
12.94 
4.14 



8.91 



30.00 
3.04 



443.50 
35.33 



.42 
342.86 



70.51 
12*08 



989.00 
2897^66 
"2475 



1.23 
.30 
21.00 
6.33 

"59L85 



5.42 1.34 

6.60 

8.84 66.40 851.37 



4.20 
168.63 

316.2*5 
; 9 2 



10.85 



19.46 
31.82 
2.61 



92.60 

------- 

575^86 

**13~99 
12.81 
639.41 
8.31 



168.81 



19.07 
59.2S 
15.84 
5.39 



157.61 

1303*65 
10.20 
8.85 
6.34 

2*96315 
1.30 
8.00 
10.82 

"12*1*59 

"16*06 

'"55*5*5 

"17.9*5 
235.89 
16.76 
1.60 

~ 2*78 



24.78 
"4*95 



Total 



..$3275.77 $3693.37 $5928.11 $7970.11 $6929.94 $5506.20 
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DISBURSEMENTS IN DETAIL OP PLAYGROUND DEPARTMENT 
July 1, 1915 — June 30, 1916 

Bat5£" Gen. Christmas July 4th 

Vacation house Mex. Set. Playgd. 1915 1915 

Salaries $4848.55 $198.48 ..... 

Wages $13,224.35 

Advertising _ — 

Apparatus 68.00 

Athletic supplies 287.09 682.09 

Automobile ~. 
Auto repairs 
Auto supplies 



Belting for swings . 9.47 

Burlap, Rope 14.93 .. 61.98 19.77 

Electricity 6.84 7.15 

Electric repairs 

Feed (stock) 
Fencing 
Flagpole 



Food supplies 2.10 19.77 

Fireworks 20.00 

Freight, Drayage 30.23 53.00 

Fuel 20.82 

Furniture 



Garden supplies ... 45.00 

Gas — 

Gasoline 170.48 - 

Glass 



Globes (electric) 29.09 

Grading t 

Gravel, Sand 



Gymnasium apparatus .. 158.93 5.68 .11 

Gymnasium supplies 4.41 „ — 

Hardware 46.08 „ _ . 

Heater 



House furnishings „ 2.52 - 

Implements, Wire 18.44 

Industrial supplies .. 20.69 49.51 133.64 

Insurance 



Janitor supplies 27.34 

Library . _ 

Lumber 5.45 45.68 

Meals 

Medical supplies ......... . 

Office supplies .. 

PainrZZZZZ~ZZZZ ZZZ ™SS ZZ SuiS 

Photos. Books, etc 1.07 

Planting 

Plumbing .... 5.36 

Prizes 



Kent — Camp site _ 

Films 3.20 37.50 

Tents — 2.00 

Typewriter ~ 

Repair* of apparatus 138.06 

Sand, Lime. Cement 3.75 12.36 

Seed. Tar. Vines — 17.70 

Services— Repairs 82.90 207.00 

Sewing repairs, Rope 7.37 .38 3.65 

Soap 1.39 45.86 

Stationery — 4.51 15.44 

Storage — Auto 
Telegrams 



Telephones 8.25 

Towel supply 172.64 17.05 

Transportation ^. 42.05 

Tuning piano - , . - , , . .- 

Typewriter — - 



Total $5203.70 $409.77 $10.90 $14,737.20 $311.96 $386.37 
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SAND FUND 

EXPOSITION PARK PLAYGROUND 
July 1, 1915— June 30, 1916 

Balance on hand July 1, 1915 $957.30 

Received for sand removed from stadium, July 1, 1915, to June 

30, 1916 377.50 

Seventy-five percent of the proceeds from sale of sand goes to the 
Playground Department to be used in developing the infield, and 
twenty-five percent goes to the Sixth District Agricultural Board. 



PLAYGROUND TRUST FUND 

July 1, 1915— June 30, 1916 

By amount brought forward, Camp Fund $1,766.88 

By amount camp fund collections fiscal year 4,800.61 

By Echo Park Playground baseball benefit enter- 
tainment, April 15, 1916 60.00 

By Slauson Women's Club entertainment, July 1, 

1915, balance from last year 26.45 

Entertainment March 21, 1916 35.90 

Expenditures 

To camp expenditures: 

Contractual $2,473.75 

Equipment 25.73 

Materials 1,942.21 

Supplies 1,872.37 

6,314.06 

To Echo Park Playground: 

9 baseball uniforms 55.08 

3 baseballs, 4 bats 4.88 

59.96 

To Slauson Women's Club: 

Merchandise 2.00 

Balance 



$6,689.84 



6,376.02 
$ 313.82 



CAMP GIRLS. 
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SUMMER CAMP— SEASON OF 1915 

Supplementary Statement 
Irrespective of Fiscal Year 

Money Collected — 



Campers $3,353.50 

Extra meals and supplies 49.55 

Donations 612.50 

Donations (special) 13.65 

1914 balance 699.19 

$4,728.39 

Paid Out- 
Food $1,355.73 

Transportation 1,548.10 

Burros 57.30 

Blankets 88.20 

Extra supplies 4.03 

Refund 3.00 

3,056.36 



Balance $1,672.03 

Extra meals and supplies on 1914 account 18.84 



Balance on hand $1,690.87 



Camp open June 28 to September 6. 

Number of campers, 595, besides leaders, help, and visitors. 

Out of the $612.50 donations for those unable to pay, $603.35 was 
used to take 71 campers free and 27 campers on part pay, leaving a 
balance of $9.15 for this purpose next year. 

BENEVOLENT FUND 

OUTLAY AT MEXICAN SETTLEMENT BATHHOUSE 
July 1, 1915 — June 30, 1916 



Departmental credit $1.40 

Labor 1.40 

Balance 00 

NORMAL SITE FUND 

PLAYGROUND COMMISSION CUSTODIAN 
July 1, 1915— June 30, 1916 

To payment on property $100,000.00 

To payment on interest and insurance 19,830.00 

To install wall 820.74 

To furniture and fixtures 408.86 

To salaries _ 5,574.28 

To services 5,111.86 

To materials 903.49 

To supplies 665.36 



$133,314.59 
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TRAIL TO LITTLE MOJAVE RIVER NEAR PLAYGROUND CAMP. 



To loiter down lone alleys of deKgnt, 

l\na hear the beating hearts of trees. 

And ttink tne tnougnts tkat lilies speak in wbite 
By greenwood pools and pleasant passages. 

— Lanier 
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MOUNTAINS seem to have been 
built for the kuman race, as at 
once their schools and cathedrals; full of 
treasures of illuminated manuscript for 
the scholar, kindly in simple lessons for 
the worker, quiet in pale cloisters for 
the thinker, glorious in holiness for the 
worshipper. They are great cathedrals 
of the earth, with their gates of rock, 
pavements of cloud, choirs of stream and 
stone, altars of snow, and vaults of pur- 
ple traversed by the continual stars. 

— Ruskin 
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DONATIONS 



July 1, 1915-June 30, 1916 

The following gifts to the playgrounds and summer camp 
have been greatly appreciated. In addition to these material 
donations, much has been done by those who have given of their 
time and talent in the social work of the department. 

VIOLET STREET PLAYGROUND 

2 boxes of apricots — Mrs. Myers. 

Bundle of clothes and shoes — :Mrs. Green. 

Watermelon. 

Bundle of clothes — Mrs. C. S. Lamb. 

1 trap drum and foot pedal — Violet St. Playground Band. 



ECHO PARK PLAYGROUND 

41 Highland Fling suits — Suits made by Mothers' Club, Kewpie 
Club, Cubs' Club, Gym Club, 4C Club, Busy Bee, Good Times 
Club, Women's Auxiliary. 
1 doz. spoons — Kewpie Club. 
1 doz. forks — Cubs' Club. 



RECREATION CENTER 

15 pairs shoes — Broadway Department Store. 
15 pairs shoes — Fifth Street Store. 
20 pairs shoes — Hamburger's. 

53 passes for boys to see "Ramona" — W. H. Clune. 



SLAUSON PLAYGROUND 

1 screen — Slauson Women's Club. 
Dishes, $7.00— Slauson Women's Club. 

Grease paints, $2.00, for entertainers — Slauson Women's Club. 

1 pair flying rings — Slauson Intermediate Athletic Club. 
Climbing rope — Men's Friday Gymnasium Class. 

260 bags of candy, Christmas — Slauson Women's Club. 
Dishes, $22.50^-Slauson Women's Club. 
Music and music stands — Mr. James Slauson. 

2 sets boxing gloves — Slauson Athletic Club. 

1 2-gallon coffee pot — Slauson Women's Club. 
1 pair parallel bars — Slauson Athletic Club. 
1 punching bag platform — Mr. H. Patton. 
1 pennant — Slauson Intermediate Baseball Club. 



HAZARD PLAYGROUND 

Clothes — Miss Ruth Robbins. 
Clothes and food — Mrs. A. D. Foigy. 

179 passes to merry-go-round, passes to Alligator Farm, passes to 
Aviary and Aquarium, passes to L. A. Ostrich Farm — For chil- 
dren on picnic at Eastlake Park. 
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Clothing and toys — Mrs. Brunger. 

Christmas packages for children — Kindergarten, Orange, Calif. 

Clothing and food — Presbyterian Sunday School, Orange, Calif. 

Clothing and food — Methodist Sunday School, Orange, Calif. 

Money ($30.00) — Presbyterian Sunday School, Orange, Calif. 

Clothing— Mrs. E. R. Peebles. 

1 suit clothes — Dr. A. H. Dorman. 

1 suit clothes — Miss Myrtle Thompson. 



DOWNEY PLAYGROUND 

Palm branches — Mrs. Raiford. 

Loaned 1 trucker for hauling — Moreland Truck Co. 
Ping pong balls — Mr. P. J. Flagg. 
IS flags— Mr. A. J. Rutter. 
1 nitrogen lamp — T. J. Moore. 



NORMAL HILL CENTER 

66 pairs white net curtains, 4 pair brown burlap curtains, 9 pair 
brown net curtains, IS pair tan crepe curtains left from school 
exhibit — Board of Supervisors. 



EXPOSITION PARK 

Flag pole ($365.19) — Fourth of July Celebration Committee; addi- 
tional $40 met by Playground Department. 

Flag 20x30 feet — Board of Public Works; Playground Department 
to be custodian. 



PLAYGROUND LIBRARIES 

Daily Times, Examiner, Tribune, Express. 



•SUMMER CAMP OF 1915 

$13.65 for camp bell — Camp patrons. 

For taking campers unable to pay. 
$15.00— W. V. Ambrose. 
$7.50 — Hancock Banning. 
$7.50— Mrs. Ernest A. Bryant. 
$5.00 — Miss Emma Bumiller. 
$5.00— A. B. Cass. 
$7.50 — Kaspare Cohn. 
$15.00— Mr. and Mrs. J. Ross Clark. 
$7.50— Mrs. O. H. Churchill. 
$7.50 — Ward Chapman. 
$10.00— J. Tod Cook. 

$10.00— J. Tod Cook, account Mrs. Myrta Cook. 
$50.00— Edwin T. Earl. 
$7.50— C. Eccles. 
$7.50— J. E. Fishburn. 
$15.00— Motley H. Flint. 

♦Donations for the Summer Camp of 1916 will be given in the next 
report. 
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$7.50— J. A. Forthmann. 

$15.00— Mrs. Blanche H. Garland. 

$25.00— W. J. Hunsaker. 

$15.00 — C. A. Henderson. 

$7.50 — M. S. Hellman. 

$60.00 — H. E. Huntington. 

$7.50— Godfrey Holterhoff, Jr. 

$7.50— W. D. Longyear. 

$15.00— S. P. Mulford. 

$5.00— Mrs. Seeley W. Mudd. 

$5.00— Miss Florence G. Moore. 

$15.00— Miss Eloise Mabury. 

$7.50— Oscar Mueller. 

$5.00 — G. E. Nagel. 

$15.00^-S. Nordlinger & Son. 

$30.00— H. W. O'Melveny. 

$7.50— R. W. Poindexter. 

$15.00— Niles Pease. 

$15.00— M. E. Post. 

$10.00— Mrs. Katherine M. Ramsay. 

$7.50— E. B. Rivers. 

$15.00 — James Slauson. 

$7.50— Horace P. Smith. 

$7.50— J. F. Sartori. 

$37.50— F. B. Silverwood. 

$15.00— Edward Strasburg. 

$7.50— Paul Shoup. 

$7.50 — P. A. Stanton. 

$25.00— Mrs. Susanna H. Van Nuys. 

$15.00— H. O. Vogel. 



GENERAL 

1 barrel toys — Henry C. Veir. 
Flag — George J. Sanford. 
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Activities of Normal Hill Recreation Center 

Gymnasium classes have been conducted for boys, girls, men 
and women. Various organizations have entertained with par- 
ties. Entertainments have been held to celebrate Christmas, 
May Day, Hallowe'en, etc. 

In addition, the following organizations have held regular 
meetings : 

Larietta Club. 
Cohen Orchtstra. 
Police Band. 
Municipal Band. 
Oratorio Orchestra. 

Los Angeles City Employees Beneficial Association. 

We Boys Club. Social. Debates. 

Adult Social Club. Gymnasium. Dancing. 

California Art Club. 

Parent-Teacher Association. 

Good Time Club (girls). Social. 

Combined Orchestra of Elementary Schools. 76 pieces. 
Normal Hill Civic Center. 

Normal Hill Center Play Club (married people). 
Scoutmasters. 

Normal Hill Center Orchestra. 

Los Angeles Engineering Department — Preparedness meetings. 

Drills. 
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Superintendent's Report for Two Years 
Ending June 30, 1916 



To the Honorable Board of Playground Commissioners of the 
City of Los Angeles. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

I take pleasure in submitting herewith a summary of the 
work of the Playground Department covering a period of two 
years ending June 30th, 1916. 

These two years have been busy ones and show the most re- 
markable growth in the history of the Department. Many per- 
manent improvements and developments have taken place. 

In the operation of the playground system, there are two 
geenral divisions to be considered, one dealing with the material 
or mechanical side, which involves new construction work and 
upkeep of equipment ; the other dealing with the human element, 
involving the handling of people through the promotion and 
organization of physical and social activities. 

The important improvements along material lines have been 
the completion and opening of the Arroyo Seco Playground ; the 
securing of property for, and beginning of construction work on 
the Exposition Park Children's Playground ; the leasing of prop- 
erty for a new playground at Third and Utah Streets; the pro- 
viding of sufficient accommodations and equipment for the sum- 
mer camp, and the acquisition of the Normal Hill Center which 
includes, in addition to the large building housing several city 
departments, a playground for boys and girls, a recreation build- 
ing with gymnasium for men and women, dressing rooms, show- 
ers, numerous club-rooms and kitchen, and a residence for the 
director in charge. 

The upkeep of the buildings, parkings, playfields and other 
material equipment demands constant attention. This work is 
performed by a corps of mechanics, gardeners and caretakers, 
who take special interest in their particular line and endeavor to 
render the best possible service. 
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Buildings, grounds and material equipment and their upkeep 
are important factors in the successful operation of any depart- 
ment ; but far more important is the proper use of this equipment. 
During the past two years a marked advance has been shown in 
the actual use of these facilities ; particularly by adults. The old 
idea that a playground is for children only and a place to keep 
them off the street, has changed. The field of activity has en- 
larged until the playground, or recreation center of today, ade- 
quately equipped, offers play and recreational opportunities for 
all ages. 

The play and recreational activities are classified under two 
heads — physical and social. To the physical division, belong 
plays and games, track and field athletics, gymnastics, etc. To 
the social division belong such activities as music, dancing, dra- 
matics, quiet games, etc. In every case these activities are pro- 
moted under the leadership of trained and experienced directors. 

Many forms of physical activity are encouraged, varying 
from the simple plays and games and use of play apparatus by 
small children to the indoor gymnastic exercises or all-night hikes 
for grown-ups. The smaller boys and girls, nine years of age or 
under, obtain a great deal of pleasure and derive much benefit 
from their play. The older girls are especially interested in 
gymnasium activities, folk dancing and the more active games, 
such as volleyball, basketball and tennis. Local competition in 
these games is encouraged. Interplayground competition in 
sports for girls is not encouraged to any great extent, because 
of the many difficulties arising while travelling. 

The boys are always ready for any form of active sport 
varying from tops or marbles to the more highly organized 
team games, such as baseball and football. Great interest is 
also shown in track and field athletics and the outdoor gym- 
nasium. It is interesting to note that the boys and girls who 
attend the playgrounds regularly are showing a marked advance 
in the skill with which they play the various games. 

Proper adjustment of these activities, coupled with intelli- 
gent leadership makes the children's playground a great force 
for good in the growth and development of the child. Through 
simple play, there are taught many lessons which lay the foun- 
dation for good citizenship. 

Men and women engaged in business or home duties are 
attending the gymnasium classes, taking part in the outdoor 
sports or enjoying other forms of activity offered. Health is 
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the main requisite in business and it regulates to a great extent 
one's earning capacity. Play is a wonderful health tonic. 

The social work has advanced rapidly and demands as 
much, if not more, attention than the physical work. Owing to 
this increase of activity, our directors are compelled to give a 
great deal of their time in planning and organizing, so as to 
render the best possible service to the greatest numbers. In 
some instances, owing to lack of space in the buildings, the work 
is seriously handicapped. In these instances, outdoor lighting 
systems have been installed. 

A week's program in one of the club-houses consists of 
numerous and varied physical and social activities that afford a 
great deal of pleasure to many children and adults. Certain 
evenings are set aside for families and on these occasions when 
mother, father and child enjoy this wholesome recreation, to- 
gether with neighbors, it is impossible to estimate the far- 
reaching results. 

This playing together, whether it be in the swing, on the 
ball field, in the gymnasium or in the social hall, is productive 
of great good, and makes better playfellows, better neighbors, 
more friendships, and thus affords more enpoyment in life. 

The remodeled bath-house and natatorium at Vignes and 
Ducommun Streets, which has been operated for two seasons by 
this department, rendered an excellent service. The hot show- 
ers and plunge were extensively used and afforded opportunity 
for bathing and swimming to many thousands of children and 
adults. It is to be regretted that this equipment could not be 
retained by the department. The plan to construct an old- 
fashioned "swimmin' hole" in the Arroyo Seco is an excellent 
one. Such a plant will not replace or be as serviceable as the 
bath house and natatorium, but it is to be hoped it will be the 
forerunner of others of a more permanent nature. 

The Summer Camp in the new location has indeed shown a 
remarkable growth. Each year the numbers of campers have 
increased to such an extent that additional equipment and im- 
provements have been necessary to accommodate all. A few 
years has seen the transformation from a small camp with few 
tents and little temporary equipment, to one with comfortable 
cabins and sufficient permanent equipment to house and properly 
accommodate two hundred seventy-five campers at one time. 
There are several reasons for the success of this camp, the chief 
ones being — location, which gives an entire climatic change; 
beautiful scenic trip en route ; comfortable method of transporta- 
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tion; proper housing accommodations; plenty of wholesome 
food; opportunity for quiet rest or for interesting hikes; splen- 
did camp fire entertainments and proper leadership. With this 
change, these attractions, these comforts and excellent service 
throughout, a wonderful spirit of comradeship is developed. 
Strangers are welcomed and it is but a short time until all are 
mingling together as one big harmonious family. 

Every member of this big family renders a small service 
each day, for the general good of the camp. This little service 
plus a small fee of $7.50 is the entire cost of an ideal outing 
that is made possible through municipal ownership and manage- 
ment. 

This camp might properly be called a recreation center in 
the mountains. It is one where the citizens of Los Angeles 
obtain large returns for the investment. From the many ex- 
pressions and communications of appreciation, one is led to be- 
lieve that this good work should grow and spread to other 
municipalities. 

The problem of providing playgrounds during the summer 
vacation period is a serious one. This department conducts 
some twelve to fourteen vacation playgrounds on school prop- 
erty; which in a measure assists in solving the problem. While 
no adequate solution is in sight, further relief can be obtained 
only by increasing the numbers of these vacation playgrounds. 
The necessary investment to bring this relief is well worth 
while. 

Holiday celebrations on the playgrounds are now regular 
events. A very successful interplayground May Festival with 
some two thousand participants was presented at Hazard Play- 
ground May 22nd, 1915. Each playground has its annual May 
Day, Fourth of July and Christmas celebration. Many thou- 
sands of people enjoy these events and eagerly await their repe- 
tition each year. The department also takes part in the Hans 
Andersen Festival given annually in Elysian Park under the 
auspices of the Junior Department of the Drama League. 

Los Angeles with its excellent climatic conditions, scenic 
hills and mountains, and good roads, has unsurpassed opportu- 
nities for promoting these open-air festivals. The opportunity 
for play and recreation is becoming an important factor in mak- 
ing a large city an attractive place to live. 

Proper leadership in the play and recreational activities 
makes for success as in any other line of business. The duties 
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